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A mine of information, an inexhaustible source of
enlightenment and an irresistibly readable guide to all
things Scottish, the Collins Encyclopaedia of Scotland
contains almost a million words, four thousand separate
entries and nearly five hundred illustrations.

The encyclopaedia covers every aspect of Scotland’s
past, her people, arts, industries, environment and
continuing traditions. Here, for example, in the thirty-
odd entries between crannogs and cudbear, lurk the

“ambivalent Scottish crossbill, Glasgow Boy Joseph
Crawhall, Dr Finlay’s A J Cronin, Crathes and
Crookston Castles, Crieff and Crawford, Creetown,
Crianlarich and Cromarty, not to mention James
(‘the Admirable”) Crichton, the battle on the Haughs
of Cromdale and a brief history of crofting.

As a comprehensive gazetteer of Scottish topography
(from Muckle Flugga to the Mull of Galloway), and
as adictionary of Scottish biography (from Aaron
Scotus to the Marquisate of Zetland), the first ever
encyclopaedia of Scotland distills the heritage of a
nation. There are entries on individual architects, artists,
botanists, Covenanters, educationalists, engineers.
explorers, inventors. Jacobites. kings and queens,
missionaries, poets, scientists, soldiers, sportsmen,
surgeons, saints and sinners; while topics such as
agriculture, fishing, football, golf, heraldry, the

law, shipbuilding and whisky are examined in detail.
Clans, castles, regiments and antiquities no less than
political protests, religious disputes, sport and aesthetic
movements are treated authoritatively and incisively
by an experienced editorial partnership and over a
hundred specialist contributors.

Matching accessibility with scholarship, the Colling
Encyclopaedia of Scotland should become a standard
source for Scottish nationals, for Scots worldwide,
and for anyone with an interest in Scotland.
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