@@m@&ﬂ

| A§

DRIS ZAKARTA



Contents

Preface ... 13
Introduction ... 15

PART I THE POLITICAL THEORY OF THE SHIFA'

Introduction to the Tenth Magala of the Metaphysics of the Shifa’ ... 27

The Political Section of the Shifa; an overview ... 27
Introduction to Chapter one, Fi al-Mabda' wa al-Ma'ad ... 28

CHAPTER ONE: The Origin and the Return: Chapter 1 of the Magala
o 30

The Hierarchy of Being ... 31/
The Dependence of the Lower World on Events in the
Heavenly World ... 33
A Typology of Heavenly Influences ... 34
Heavenly Influences and the Nature of Religious Experiences ... 42
Discussion ... 50

CHAPTER TWO: Proof of Prophecy, The Manner of the Prophet's call to
God, the Exalted and the return to God: Chapter 2 of the Magala ... 52

The Need for Human Co-operation and Mutual-Help ... 52
The Need for a Lawgiver ... 54
The Fundamentals of the Lawgiver’s Message:
a Basic Theology ... 58
Discussion ... 63

CHAPTER THREE: Acts of Worship; Their Benefits in this World and the
Next: Chapter 3 of the Magala ... 68

Rituals as a Reminder to the Community of its maker ... 69

The Benefits of Rituals, to the Community and to the Masses ... 7/
The Benefit of Ritual to the Elite ... 79

Discussion ... 83



CHAPTER FOUR: The Establishment of the City and the Household, that is
Marriage and the General Laws Pertaining to these Matters: Chapter 4 of the
Magala ... 85

General Principle of a Well-governed Society ... 86
Control of Occupations and Economic Activity ... 89
Marriage and the Family ... 92

Discussion ... 100

CHAPTER FIVE: Concerning the Caliph and the /mam and the Necessity of
Obeying them, with Remarks on Politics, Transactions and Morals: Chapter
5 of the Magala ... 102

The Formula of Designation of the Successor ... 102

On the Caliph and the Imam, and the Enemy of Laws ... 106
The Revealed Laws and Punishment ... 710

Legislation to Regulate Morals and Customs ... //4
Discussion ... 120

CONCLUSION ... 121

PART II THE POLITICAL THEORY OF THE SIYASA

The Political Theory of the Siyasa: An Introduction ... 125

The Content of the Siyasa ... 125
The Siyasa and Other Works ... 126

CHAPTER SIX: Differences in Capacity and Situation are a Cause of Man'’s
Survival: Chapter 1 of the Siyasa ... 128

Good Management and the Demand for Basic Needs ... /29
Discussion ... 131

CHAPTER SEVEN: On Self-Management: Chapter 2 of the Siyasa ... 133

The Function of the Intellect and the Soul (the self) ... 133

The Role of the Companionship to the Rulers ... 134

Other Psychological Approaches to Achieving Reformation ... 136
Discussion ... 136

Who are the Bad and Good Companion? ... 140



CHAPTER EIGHT: On Man’s Management of his Income and Expenditure:
Chapter 3 of the Siyasa ... 143

Man and the Types of Work ... 143
The Management of Provisions ... 144
Discussion ... 145

CHAPTER NINE: On the Management of a Wife: Chapter 4 of the Siyasa
.. 149

A Good Wife and Her Qualities ... 149

On a Man’s Management of his Wife ... 150

Discussion ... 157

The Position of the Wife in the Household ... 151

Lack of Information on How to Choose a Partner ... 152
The Subject of Marriage in the Shifa' and the Siyasa ... 153

CHAPTER TEN: On the Management of Children: Chapter 5 of the Siyasa
w154

The Basic Responsibility of the Parents for their Child ... 754
Religious and Literatary Studies ... 155

Observation of the Child and His Future Work .., 156
Discussion ... 157

The Role of the Wet Nurse ... 157

The System of Education and its Objective ... 158

Lack of Physical Training ... 160

CHAPTER ELEVEN: On the Management of Servants: Chapter 6 of the
Siyasa ... 162

The Servants: Their Concepts and Functions ... 162

The Selection of Servants ... 163

The Management of the Servants ... 163

Discussion ... 165

Summary ... 165

Does the Word “Khadam™ Mean Slave? ... 166

The Theory of Slavery Between Ibn Sina and Bryson ... 168

CONCLUSION ... 169

The Siyasa and its Mixed Sources ... 169
To Whom Does Ibn Sina Address This Work? ... 170



PART III SOME DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS OF THE SHIFA’
IN THE ISHARAT WA TANBIHAT

The Isharat Wa Tanbihat; al-Tasawwuf: Introduction ... 177

CHAPTER TWELVE: On Pleasure and Happiness ... 179

Introduction ... 179

The Grades of Pleasure ... 180

The Body as an Obstacle to the Achievement of Pleasure ... 182
The Achievement of the Mystics ... 182

CHAPTER THIRTEEN: On the Ranks of the Gnostics ... 186

The Nature of the Gnostic People ... 186

The Gnostic and the Society ... 187

The Truth and How to Obtain it ... 189

The Impact of Truth upon the Gnostic Personal Hearing ... 191

CHAPTER FOURTHEEN: On the Secrets of Signs ... 193

The Gnostic and his Knowledge of Hidden Things ... 193

How the Human Soul Obtains the Secret Things ... 194

Advice and Conclusion ... 197

Discussion ... 198

Summary ... /198

Ibn Sina's Theory of Miracles and the Stoic-Neo-Platonic Doctrine
of Sympathy ... 199

Does Ibn Sina Develop his Ideas Further in the Isharat? ... 200



PART IV COMMENTARY AND CONCLUSION

CHAPTER FIFTHEEN: The Foundation of Ibn Sina’s Political Philosophy
v 203

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: The Place of Politics in Ibn Sina’s Philosophy ... 205
Politics as a Branch of Philosophy ... 205
The Individual’s Happiness, i.e. Salvation in the Hereafter ... 207

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: The Place of Ibn Sina in the History of Islamic
Political Philosophy ... 209

Ibn Sina and Greek Tradition ... 209
The Mission and the Law ... 211
The Reconciliation of Philosophy and Religion ... 213

Bibliography ... 217
Index ... 223



