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Preface

THE AIM of this book is to provide reading material for students
taking inuroductory courses in the social sciences, particularly in
Anthropology and Sociology of Religion, or Comparative Reli-
gious Systems in institutions of higher learning. It also meets the
need of general readers who wish to know about the trends of Chi-
nese belief systems in Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia.

The collective efforts of thirteen contributors from nine coun-
ries—two each from Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, and the United
States, and one each from France, Germany, Indonesia, Japan,
and the Netherlands—have made this book possible. 1 take this
opportunity to thank them for their contributions and their for-
bearance in awaiting its publication,

In editing this book, T have retained the format of Chinese
transcription, either in the Wade-Giles Mandarin Romanization
system or in the New Pinyin system, adopted by each writer. A
character list is appended at the end of the book to guide readers
who wish to identify the original characters transcribed in the text,
based on either dialect or standard Chinese pronunciation.
Where dialects are used, an alphabetical symbol is used to indicate
the actual dialect grouping. For example, “C” for Cantonese, “H”
for Hokkien, “Ha” for Hakka, and so forth.

As far as Malay and Indonesian languages are concerned, vari-
ations between them as well as Detween the old and the new spell-
ing system have been retained. This is to preserve their originality
and historicity as well as their social, cultural, and linguistic con-
texts, For instance, old forms of spelling of Malay or Indonesian
words such as “buntuan pengobatan” instead of “bantuan penguba-
tan” and Indonesian forms of spelling for words such as “satoe”,
“Junus Jahja”, “peladjaran”, etc. will be printed in the same way as
they appear in the text.

Chew Hock Tong
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