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“Schauer argues convineingly that generalizations
are pervasive in judgment, among other things
connecting the subject of generalizations to
reliance on probabilistic data in civil trials. He
does an excellent job of showing why many
generalizations create no problem of injustice
(including some that are claimed to be unjust)
and of explaining why a limited number of
nonspurious generalizations might nevertheless
be thought unjust and should be avoided.”

—kENT GREENAWALT, Columbia University

-T:[s BOOK EMPLOYS a careful, rigorous,
yet lively approach to the timely question
of whether we can justly generalize about
members of a group on the basis of statistical
tendencies of that group. For instance, should
a military academy exclude women because,
on average, Women are more sensitive to
hazing than men? Should airlines force all
pilots to retire at age sixty, even though
most pilots at that age have excellent vision?
Can all pit bulls be banned because of the
aggressive characteristics of the breed? And,
most controversially, should government
and law enforcement use racial and ethnic
profiling as a tool to fight crime and terrorism?
FrederickSeliater strives to analyze and
resolve these prickly questions. When the law
“thinks like an actuary’—makes decisions
about groups on the basis of averages—the
public benefit can be enormous. On the other
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