
niFe andl ledmologyi
e I



C O N T E N T S

P R E F A C E

P R O L O G U E

P A R T I : A T R E E , A S T R E A M L I N E D F I S H , A N D A
S E L F - S Q U A R E D D R A G O N ; O R ,
T H E D I S A P P E A R A N C E O F N A T U R E

1. The Music of the World
2. Nothing but Facts
3. Charles Darwin's Tree of Life
4. D'Arcy Thompson's Streamlined Fish

xi

1

9
11
17
22
34

X V I I



x v i i i C O N T E N T S

5. Alice's Anomalies 4 6
6. Mandelbrot's Monstrosities 5 7

PART I I : G R E A T W A L L S A N D R U N N I N G F E N C E S ;
O R , T H E D I S A P P E A R A N C E OF H I S T O R Y 7 3

7. History in Washington, D.C. 75
8. The Great Wall Syndrome 8 3
9. Paris Dishonored 8 7

10. Bauhaus 94
11. International Style 100
12. Let's Play Architecture 1 0 7
13. The Bridge and The Bridge 1 2 1
14. Modern versus Modernist 1 2 9
15. Running Fence 1 3 5
16. Disappearing Through the Skylight 1 4 2

PART I I I : T H E P O E T R Y O F N O T H I N G ;
O R , T H E D I S A P P E A R A N C E OF L A N G U A G E 1 4 9

17. Throwing Dice 1 51
18. The Search for Transparency 1 6 0
19. Dada 166
20. Concrete Poetry 180
2 1 . Oulipo 194
22. Art and Imitation 206

PART I V : A R T I F I C I A L R E A L I T Y ;
O R , T H E D I S A P P E A R A N C E OF ART 2 1 3

23. Computers and Art 2 1 5

24. From Nash House to Psychic Space 2 1 9

25. Synthesizers and Nocturnes 2 30

26. The Universal Instrument 2 38

27. White Sound, White Language 244

28. Things Seen and Unseen 248

29. Adventure 258



C O N T E N T S x i x

30. Happy Chrysanthemum 2 68

31. At the Top of the Masthead 2 7 9

PART V: DEUS EX MACHINA;
OR, THE D I S A P P E A R A N C E OF M A N 2 8 3

32. The Curve of Evolution 285
33. From Ajax to Eniac 290
34. Learning to Talk 300
35. The Right Connection 307
36. Syntax and Semantics 3 1 7
37. Deus ex Machina 333
38. Sailing to Byzantium 344

BIBLIOGRAPHY 3 5 1

INDEX 3 6 5

Color illustrations appear between pages 136 and 137.


