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Preface

This book is based on my doctoral dissertation which was submitted to
the Department of English, University of Otago, New Zealand in 1999.
I am indebted to Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia for giving me the
opportunity to take my study leave from 1996-1999.

During the research, I benefitted from the guidance and friendship
of Professor Jocelyn Harris and Dr Pamela Smart. Professor Harris
introduced me to feminist studies in 1986, and I have not looked back
since. I am also indebted to Associate Professor Tineke Hellwig of the
University of British Columbia whose comments and advice have been
really helpful. I am grateful to Professor Barbara Watson Andaya who
provided me with an opportunity to present some of my findings in Hawaii
in 1998, and the comments I received there proved very valuable. Many
thanks are due to Professor Zawiah Yahya and Dr Fadillah Merican
who encouraged my pursuit in women studies. I also cherish the
companionship and supportive criticism of many friends who read my
work at various stages — Ungku Maimunah, Lynda, Nor Faridah, Holly,
Nick, Nicola, and Val. I shall remember with fondness Lynda’s invigorating
and creative editing of my work.

I am indebted to my parents for their faith in my abilities. Both of
them brought me out of the shadows of nonexistence and complacency,
~ and facilitated my path into academia. Also, terima kasih daun keladi
to my siblings, especially Julie and Azizan, whom I could depend on for
sourcing for materials.

Finally, the dwellers in my court. My children, Dina, Danial, Daud

and Dian, put up with their mum’s long business trip into antiquity, and - -

helped me get the project into perspective at times when it seemed
overwhelming. And as always, my husband, Imran Ho, whose
encouragement, support, ideas and criticism have sustained this work
from its inception. Despite the pressures of his own career and the
demands of his own research, he has shared in the challenge and growth
of a study taking shape. To him and to our children, my thanks of love.
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