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General Editor’s Preface

The World Studies Series is designed to make a new and impor-
tant contribution to the study of modern history. Each volume
in the Series will provide students in sixth forms, Colleges of
Education and Universities with a range of contemporary
material drawn from many sources, not only from official and
semi-official records, but also from contemporary historical
writing and from reliable journals. The material is selected and
introduced by a scholar who establishes the context of his
subject and suggests possible lines of discussion and inquiry that
can accompany a study of the documents.

Through these volumes the student can learn how to read and
assess historical documents. He will see how the contemporary
historian works and how historical judgements are formed. He
will learn to discriminate among a number of sources and to
weigh evidence. He is confronted with recent instances of what
Professor Butterfield has called ‘the human predicament’
revealed by history; evidence concerning the national, racial
and ideological factors which at present hinder or advance
man’s progress towards some form of world society.

In presenting his documents Mr. Gullick has made two vital
points: first, the dilemma created by the working of democracy
in a newly nationalist society (page 17); and secondly, the
human drama that always colours governmental decisions, as
expressed in the words of Tunku Abdul Rahman when making
the break with Singapore:

‘If T were strong enough and able to exercise complete
control of the situation I might perhaps have delayed action,
but I am not, and so while I am able to counsel tolerance and
patience, I think the amicable settlement of our differences
in this way is the only way out.” (page 16g).

James HENDERsON
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