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PREFACE

WrtH the exception of slight modifications this book is based
upon the research undertaken in the preparation of a thesis
presented for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy to the Uni-
versity of Oxford in 1965.

It is concerned with the reasons for the introduction of the
federal solution into Malaya and Malaysia, the working of the
federal experiment up to 1963, and the problems posed by the
plurality of Malaya’s and Malaysia’s society in the implementa-
tion of the federal idea. Politics in Malaya and Malaysia, as in
other newly emerging countries, has been characterized by flu-
idity and rapid change. Therefore, in order to avoid continuous
rewriting to include references to the latest developments, it
seemed advisable to choose an arbitrary date, i.e. the establish-
ment of Malaysia in 1963, to end both narrative and discussion.

I began to write in 1962, but even before half the work was
completed ‘confrontation’ made it impossible to visit Malaya
and Malaysia. As a result I had to rely upon Oxford Univer-
sity’s immense collection of books, periodicals, and government
papers for my source material, which fortunately contained
nearly all the source material I needed.

Many have contributed toward the making of this book, but
the responsibility for its failings and shortcomings must remain
solely mine. I am very grateful to Oxford University, and more
particularly to the librarians of Rhodes House and Queen Eliza-
beth House, both of which are divisions of the Bodleian Library,
for the facilities they granted me so liberally. I feel especially in-
debted to the late Mr. F. G. Carnell, through whose encourage-
ment, inspiration, and scholarly discipline this work has become
what it is. His sudden death has meant a personal loss me. I
am very grateful that Dr. A. F. Madden of Nuffield College,
Oxford, gallantly took over his supervisory duties and guided
me successfully through my doctoral work. I also wish to thank
Dr. J. B. Bamborough, Principal of Linacre College, Oxford,
through whose kind offices the University provided financial
assistance to make the completion of my work possible. To Pro-
fessor L. Wasserman of San Francisco State College and to Mr. -
D. J. Wenden, Master of St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, 1
wish to give special thanks for their combined efforts to intro-
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duce me to Oxford. Last but not least, my deepest feeling of
gratitude goes to my father-in-law, who unselfishly stood behind
me during my studies, and to my wife who, throughout the long
years of research, has remained faithfully by my side, helping
and encouraging.

Oxford, 1965 B. Simandjuntak
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