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Preface

My heartfelt gratitude to the honourable Tan Sri Ismail Hussein,
Professor and former director of the Institute of Malay Language,
Literature and Culture, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), for
having unmitigated confidence in me as ‘Resident writer’ in the
institute whilst under his leadership, to research and analyse the
design and structure of mosques all over the Malay world. His
constant guidance and advice as a diligent advocate and protector
of the Malay culture in the Malay World, has inspired me to work
harder and finally, to produce and publish this book on mosques
in the Malay World.

The publication of this book could not be possible without the
support and assistance of Prof. Dato’ Dr. Wan Hashim Wan Teh,
another former director of the Institute of Malay Language,
Literature and Culture, UKM, who unstingyly had given his much
needed assistance and guidance from the beginning of the
research till the completion of the written texts. His commitment
and editorial input have been of immeasurable value and he has
been particularly patient and tolerant of my occasional unconven-
tional approach and attitude to the research and writing. He has
also sacrificed his precious time to accompany me during my
fieldwork to complete the research. I offer him my sincere and
deepest gratitude.

I would also like to thank my close colleague, Shamsuri
Mohamed, Senior Architect of the Iﬁ:eyelopment Unit, UKM who
gave his attention to certain portiqnsf of this text, particularly
those passages involving architectural disciplines, and checking
the plans attached to parts of the text.

While working on this research, I enjoyed a high degree of
cooperation and assistance from several representatives of the
Sultan Abu Bakar Museum, Pekan, Pahang. I would like to thank
my friend, Mokhtar Abu Bakar, the (director of the Museum, for
allowing me to copy the photographs of the old Pekan Mosque. My
thanks also to my friend, Mohammed Yusof Abdullah, director of
the Terengganu State Museum for his cooperation while I was
conducting a study of the mosques in that state. My thanks also go
out to the honourable Datuk Muhammad Haji Salleh (Misbaha), a
Terengganu historian who offered mé¢ a lot of information on the

Terengganu old mosques. 4
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In Kelantan, I was given vital assistance by Tuan Haji Wan

Ali, the director of Kelantan State Museum, and his efficient staff. I
"offer my gratitude to them all.

I am also indebted to Bapak Prof. Dr Hassan Muarif Ambary,
head of the Archeological Research Centre, Indonesia, for
furnishing me with information on old mosques. Thanks are also
due to him for allowing his staff, especially Ahmad Cholid Sadri
and Lokman Hakim, to accompany me on an exploration to the
island of Java in search of old mosques.

During my research on mosques in the district of Istimewa
Aceh in 1986 and 1991, I managed to get very valuable assistance
from the Banda Aceh authorities, and especially from the former
director, Bapak Drs. Zakaria Ahmad and Bapak Nasaruddin
Sulaiman, the current director of the museum. To Bapak Rusdi
Sufi, Drs. Muhammad Ibrahim and my friends in Acheh, to all of
you, my sincere thanks.

During my visit to the northern regions of Sumatera in 1987, I
received full cooperation from Bapak Merpaung and Bapak Purba,
Head of the North Sumatera Provincial Museum. He took me to
several mosques in that district and I am forever thankful to him
for that.

In eastern Sumatera I obtained invaluable information on old
mosques in the region from Bapak Bostami, Head of the Eastern
Sumatera Provincial Museum, for which I am greatly thankful.
During my visit to the National Supply and Security Centre in
Cilacap Road, Jakarta, Indonesia in 1985, I was given a copy of the
Demak Mosque plan by its director, Bapak Drs. Uka Tjandrasas-
mita. During Ibu Halima Hambali's visit to Kuala Lumpur, in the
middle of October 1990, I was given a slide of the Ternate Mosque,
which T had been looking for desperately. Thank you.

Not forgetting my heartfelt thank you to my colleague, Mohd.
Zamberi A. Malek, from the Health Centre, Trong, Perak, who is a
researcher and writer of local history, who was very kind in
providing me with a three century old plan of the Wadi Hussein
Mosque in Telok Manuk, Patani, Thailand.

Futhermore, I am not forgeting the staff of the Institute of
Malay Language, Literature and Culture UKM, who helped so much
at the initial stages especially to Mrs. Halipah Abu, my brothers in
faith, Ahmad Adzhar Abu Hassan, Abdul Hamid Ramli, Rosli Mat
Khalid and Mrs. Rosni Esa. Thanks also to Roosfa bin Hashim, the
editor of this book.




Before concluding, I must also thank my brother and friend,
Omar Salahuddin Abdullah for translating the original book into
English.

Finally, my sincere thanks to Penerbit UKM for publishing this
book.

ABDUL HALIM NASIR

Resident Writer

Institute of the Malay World and Civilisation
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

.53

Abdul Halim Nasir / 15




	1.tif
	2.tif
	3.tif
	4.tif
	5.tif
	6.tif

