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I. INTRODUCTION

What kind of animal is the leatherback turtle? 1
Has it been around for a long time? 1
How many kinds of sea turtles are there? 1
Do all these species come to the beaches in Malaysia to lay eggs? 2
What is the difference between a terrapin, a tortoise and a turtle? 5
Does the leatherback look very different from the other species

of sea turtles? 5
Where can we observe leatherback turtles in Malaysia? 6
Do the leatherbacks have a nesting season? 7
Where else in the world do they nest? ". 7
Are there many leatherbacks in the world's oceans? 7
How many leatherbacks come to nest each year in Malaysia? 7

II. GENERAL BIOLOGY

What is the shell of the leatherback made of? 9
Can leatherbacks survive without the shell? 9
Do other organisms grow on the shell? 9
How fast can leatherbacks grow? 9
How long can leatherbacks live? 9
What do they eat? 9
How much do they eat? 10
Do they have teeth? 10
Do they have ears? 10
Do they produce sounds? 10
Can leatherbacks breathe underwater? 10
How fast can they swim? 11
How far do they migrate? ; 11
Do they swim singly or in groups? 11
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How deep can they dive? 11
How do they navigate? 12
Do they rest and sleep? 12

III. REPRODUCTION

Do leatherbacks really come back to nest on the beaches
on which they were born? 13

Where and how do they mate? 13
How do you tell a male from a female? 13
How old are they when.they first begin to lay eggs? 13
How big are the females when they start to breed? 14
How often do they nest? 14
Do they nest only at night? 14
Why do they shed tears during nesting? 14
Where are the nests usually located? 14
Is nesting a complicated process? 14
How deep are the nests? 16
Why are the nests made so deep? 16
How many eggs do the females lay each time? 16
Do they lay eggs every time they emerge on the beach? 16

IV. EGGS AND INCUBATION

How big are the eggs and what are their characteristics? 18
Are all the eggs fertile? 18
Is it possible to distinguish a fertile egg from an infertile egg? 18
What causes the development of the white patch? 18
How long do the eggs take to hatch? , 19
Do incubation temperatures have any effect on the hatchlings? 20
How many hatchlings will hatch from each nest? 20

V. HATCHLINGS

How big are the hatchlings? 21
How long does it take a hatchling to crawl up to the surface

of the nest? 21
Do all the hatchlings emerge at the same time? 22
How do they find their way to the sea? 23



Will artificial light distract them? 23
Where do the hatchlings go? 23
When do they first start feeding? 24
What do they feed on? 24
What dangers do the hatchlings face? 24
Do mother turtles look after their young? 25

VI. ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE

How have the leatherbacks benefited the coastal villagers
of Rantau Abang? 26

How many eggs are collected each year? 28
How much does a leatherback egg cost? 28
Why are the eggs so greatly sought after? 29
How long can the eggs remain fresh in the markets? 29
Do the eggs in the markets contain live embryos? 30
Why are people so attracted to the leatherbacks? 30
How many tourists visit Rantau Abang each year to watch

the turtles nest? 30
Are the leatherbacks killed for their meat and other products? 30
Can we estimate the economic value of a leatherback in dollars and

cents? 31

VII. THREATS

Is egg collection threatening the survival of the leatherbacks? 32
Besides humans, are there any natural predators of the eggs? 32

Will leatherbacks nest on disturbed beaches? 32
Are tourists responsible for the decline in our turtle numbers? 33
Do people torture the leatherback turtles? 35
Why are some people so callous and inconsiderate? 35
Why are plastic bags littered on the beaches fatal to

the leatherbacks? 36
Do leatherbacks get entangled in fishing nets? 36
Can lighted fishing boats at sea scare turtles away? 36
Besides man-made disturbances on the beach, are there natural

forces which threaten the survival of the leatherbacks? 37
Does pollution affect the leatherbacks? 37
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Do adult leatherbacks have natural enemies in the sea? 37
Can active hunting for leatherbacks elsewhere affect the

population in Rantau Abang? 37

VIII. CONSERVATION

Are there any laws to protect the leatherbacks in Rantau Abang? 38
Who is responsible for protecting our sea turtles? 38
How many of the eggs laid are actually used for hatching? 38
How are the eggs incubated in the hatchery? 39
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Is there anything being done to educate the public? 43
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