
^ARCHITECTURE
o/an IS LAND

The Living Heritage Of Sri Lanka

RONALD LEWCOCK BARBARA SANSONI LAKI SENANAYAKE



Contents

Foreword

Acknowledgements

Location Map

Introduction

The Making of this Book

I Sinhalese Vernacular Domestic Buildings

A Introduction and Primitive Village Forms

1 Cadjan Buildings

2 A Brick Kiln, Hanwella

3 A Hen Coop

4 A Farm House, Kalundewa, Dambulla

5 The Sinhalese Village of Mahakirinda, Kurunegala

6 A House, Paddukulama, Anuradhapura

B Courtyard Forms

7 A House, Medamahanuwara

8 A House, Medawela, near Kandy

9 A House, Menikdiwela, Kadugannawa

10 Unduruwa Walauwe, Ranawa, Dambulla

11 The Mahagedera, Ukuwela, Matale

12 Kalugalle Walauwe, Nugawela

13 Parana Walauwe, Ukuwela, Matale

14 Maduanwala Walauwe, Ratnapura

II Buddhist Monks' Houses

15 The Monks' House and Poya Ge, Gadaladeniya

PAGE XIII

XIV

XVI

3

6

7

9

1 2

19

23

24

27

31

33

36

38

40

42

44

Contents • THE ARCHITECTURE OF AN ISLAND VII



16 The Monks', House and Rice Bins, Lankatilleke 46

17 The Monks' House and Popa Ge, Degaldoruwa 48

18 The Monks' House, Dalukgolle, Kandy $o

III Hindu Vernacular Domest ic Buildings ... $3

19 A High Caste Hindu House, Jaffna 56

20 A Chetty House, Jaffna 62

IV Moslem Vernacular Domestic Buildings 67

21 A Seventeenth Century Trader's House, Galle Fort 68

V Sinhalese Secular Vernacular Bui ld ings 71

22 Panavitiya Ambalama, Kurunegala 72

23 The Ambalama, Kadugannawa 74

24 Bogoda Bridge, Badulla 76

VI Hindu Secular Vernacular Buildings 81

25 Kumbiyangoda Ambalama, Matale 82

VII Buddhi s t Temples 85

26 Kande Vihare, Kadugannawa 89

2 7 Dowe Vihare, Badulla 9 2

28 Bihalpola Vihare, Kurunegala 95

29 Niyamgampaya, Gampola 99

30 Embekke Devale 1 o 2

31 The D r u m m e r ' s Hall , Lankatilleke Vihare 111

32 Kataragam Devale, Badulla 113

33 Maha Saman Devale, Ratnapura 116

34 An Image House at Dorabavila, Kurunegala 120

35 An Image House , Medawela Vihare, near Kandy 1 2 2

HE ARCHITECTURE OF AN ISLAND • Contents



36 Padeniya Vihare, Kurunegala 124

37 An Image House atVijayarama, Nawinna, Kurunegala 1 29

38 Malwatte Vihare,Mawanella 130

39 Medaliya Preaching Hall, Mawanella 13 3

40 Dodantale Vihare, Mawanella 136

41 Wattegama Shrine, Matale 139

42 Suvisiddharamaya, Seeduwa 141

VIII Hindu Temples 143

43 Aiyanar Kovil, Madampe, near Chilaw 14$

44 A Shrine for Low Caste Hindus, Jaffna 148

IX Portuguese Colonial Architecture
and its Influence 1 s 3

45 A Portuguese House, Atchuveli 1̂ 8

46 The Portuguese Church, Chankanai, Jaffna 160

47 The Portuguese Church, Myladdi 16 2

48 The Portuguese Church, Vaddukoddai I 6 J

49 The Portuguese Church, Mannar 167

jo The Portuguese Church, Paisala, near Mannar 169

X Dutch Colonial Architecture and its Influence 171

51 Kalpitiya Fort 176

52 The Sea Gate, Galle Fort 181

J3 The Dutch Church, Matara 183

54 A Dutch House, Zeeberg Street, Galle Fort
(c. 1670A.D.) i&£

55 A Dutch Farmhouse: Dooranberg near Galle Fort

(c. 1712 A.D.) 190

56 The Dutch Commander's Villa, Foreshore, Colombo 194

57 A Dutch House, Hospital Street, Galle Fort 196

Contents • THE ARCHITECTURE OF AN ISLAND IX



58 A House, Jampettah Street, Colombo 198

59 A Manor House near Galle Fort (c. 1742 A.D . ) 200

60 The Dutch Church, Kalpitiya 207

61 The Kruys Church, Jaffna 209

62 Wolvendaal Church, Colombo 211

6 3 The Dutch Reformed Church, Galle Fort 213

64 The Dutch Hospital, Colombo Fort 217

6 5 A House, Chekku Street, Pettah, Colombo I 221

66 A House, Chekku Street, Pettah, Colombo II 222

67 The Dutch Seminary, Pettah, Colombo 223

6 8 Lodge Harmony, Matara 226

69 Nilaweli Building 231

70 A House, Mirigama 234

71 Gintota Walauwe, Galle 235

72 Rose Bank, Kalpitiya 240

XI Mosques 242

73 The Mosque, Talapitiya, Galle 244

74 The Mosque, Alutgama 246

XII British Colonial Architecture and its Influence 249

75 The Army Barracks & Hospital, Slave Island, Colombo 253

76 The Law Courts, Hultsdorp, Colombo 256

77 St Sebastian's Church, Silversmith Street, Colombo 260

78 Ekneligoda Walauwe, Ratnapura 262

79 A Terrace House, Negombo 267

80 A House, Wadduwa 269

81 Terrace Houses, Messenger Street, Colombo 272

82 Houses on the Road to Galle 273

83 Whist Bungalow, Mutwal 275

E ARCHITECTURE OF AN ISLAND • Contents



84 The Residency, Matale 277

85 Fern Lodge, Barnes Place, Colombo 282

86 Karlsruhe, Colombo 283

87 Klippenburg House, Colombo 286

88 A Railway House, Mount Mary, Colombo 288

89 A Corrugated Iron House, Diyatalawa 290

90 The Railway Station, Ukuwela, Matale 291

91 The Eighty Club,Torrington Avenue, Colombo 293

92 Lakshmigiri, Colombo 300

XIII The Nineteenth Century Catholic Tradition 302

93 Kelaniya Church 303

94 St Lucia's Cathedral, Kotahena, Colombo 304

95 A Chapel near Negombo 306

Epilogue 309

Notes 3 11

Essential Bibliography 3 1 8

Glossary 322

Index 32c

Contents • THE ARCHITECTURE OF AN ISLAND XI


