
KATSURA
imperial villa

by Kunihei Wada

i



CONTENTS

Form and Beauty 2
Miyuki Gate and Miyuki Path 10
The Shoin Complex 18
Blending of Function and Beauty 30
Harmony of Architecture and Gardening 34
Invitation to the Garden 50
A Tour of Shokin-tei Tea House 62
Firefly Valley and Shoka-tei Tea House 75
Onrindo Chapel 82
Shoi-ken Tea House on the Inlet 87
Gepparo Tea House 90



Introduction 98

Historical Background and Physical Aspects 98

Social Background 100

Restoration of Aristocratic Culture 102

Personality and Education of Prince Toshihito 105

Circumstances Surrounding Creation of the Villa . . . . 108

Prince Noritada and Additional Construction 110

Use and Maintenance of the Villa I l l

Influence of Literature and Spirit of the Design . . . . 114

Tea Ceremony Aesthetics and Funct ion 120

Art in Daily Life 124

Afterword 126

Historical Outline 127

Names of Places and Structures of Katsura Villa . . . . 130


