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THE FOUNDING OF A SETTLEMENT

flage 8

Francis Light Statue, Lebuh Farguhar

The bronze starue was based on the likeness of Francis Light's son,
William Lighr, as chere was no picture of the founder of Penang. 1o
was sculpted by F. ], Wilcoxson. cast at Bureon's Foundry, Thames
Crirton, and completed in 1939,

Protestant Cemetery, Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah

Besides housing the tomb of Penang’s founder, Francis Light

{d. 1794}, many other Europeans connected with the carly
serrdement were buricd here, such a5 Governors Phillip Dundas
i{d. 1807}, William Pecrie (d. 1816) and Colonel John Alexander
Bannerman (o 1819, who all died in office, There is also a group of
Chinese graves in the cemetery dating from the 18605 to the
1880s—probably these of Christian Hakkas who came o Penang
afrer the Taiping Revelunon in China, Captain H. R. Popham’s
1798 plan showed a ‘Burying Ground', 2 mound at the edge of the
carly town o the noethwest of Jakan Penang—ar the same site.

Az Renaig Ketehbook

i o cirin K gl vaans o8 plan,

Page 10

Penang Hill Railway, Ayer ltam

Considered an engineering teat at the rime, the funicular railway.
based on Swiss examples, was designed in 1922 by A, R, Johnson
of the Federared Malay States (FAMS) Railway. Iowas opened on

1 January 1924 by the Governor of Penang, Sir Laurence Nunns
Guillernard. The 592-metre (647-vard) ride up or down the hil
takes abour halfan hour. A dmber carriage From che firse train can
he secn in the forecourr of the State Museum & Arg Gallery,

Penang, {page 20],

THE CIVIC SPIRIT

fage 12

Vicroria Memorial Clock Tower, Pesara King Edward

The 60-foot tower was donated by a loval subject, philanthropist
Chesh Chen Eok. in 1897 w0 commemorate the Diamond Jubilee
of Queen Yicworia's reign. It was completed in 1902 afrer the
Cueen Empress’s death,

Puge 13 (nap refevesice o)

Government House, grounds of Convenx Light Sereer

Francis Light's ‘bungaloc” was built by Indian convicrs after the
serctement was made a penal station in 1789, 1t daees back
1793, The Governor's Office and Council Chambers were housed
here For seme years. It was the scar of Penang's governmenr in the
carly 19th century. and Stamford Raffles, founder of Singapore,
worked here from 1805 to 1510 as Depury Secretary 1o the
Governor of Penang. The bungalow was acquired by rthe convent
in 1859 and served as 2 novidare in the early years,

Puage 14

Francis Light Memorial

The memarial is builc on the erdginal 1-hectare {3-a0re) Company’s
Squarc and its grounds have remained virually intaer. The
mermorial's marble plaque carrving the cpiraph to Francis Light was
aected by the son of James Scoe, the ounder's friend. and was
tirst placed in St George's Church. It was removed o its present
location when the memonal was buil.

5S¢ George’s Church, corner of Lebuh Farquhar and Jalan
Mesjid Kapitan Keling

The twe men moit responsible For the founding of the church were
Reverend H. 5. Hurchings, the Colonial Chaplain, and Caprain
Robert M. Smith of bMadras Engineers. It was buile encirely by
Indian ¢onvict labour and completed in 1818 ar a cost of 60,000
Spanish dollars.

Puage 15 {map reference d)

State A by Buildings (Dewan Und Negeri), Lebuh Light
Formerly the Recorder’s Coures and Magismrace's Cowres, thee
dignified Anglo-Indian buildings are rypical of archirecture in the
eatly half of the 19th century in their use of classicism in a pure
and unadorned form.

fage 16

Supreme Court, junction of Lebuh Lighe and Jalan Mesjid
Kapitan Keling

The present building. completed in 1905 at the cost of 206,678
Sorains dollars, replaced an carlier courthouse on the same sie
dating from 1809. Logan Memonrial {page 17} stands at the westem
end of the park-like grounds.

Page 17

Logan Memorial

The memorial was erected in 1869 by the people of the Straies
Serdements 1w commemorace the death of James Richardson Logan of
the famed fowrial af the fudian Archipelage and Extern Atz He stood
foor justice and championed the righrs of non-European communitics.,
He and his elder brocher. Abraham Logan, faughe through the
press for the end of Indian rule, which led to the Transker of 1867,
This tribute is inscribed on a marble slab on the memorial: "He was
an eruedice aned skillful lawver. an eminent scientific ethnologisr and he
has tounded a literature for these serdements ...

Cathedral of the A P Lebuh Farqub
The carhedral, formerly the Church of the Assumption, founded by

Father Garnault at Lebub Gereja, moved 1o is present site around



1857, where it oc;upied a remporary building. The present building,
was erected by Father Mamissol in 1860, Irs owo wings were added in
1928 during extensive renwvadions. and the sancouary was renovieed
in 1955 after the church was elevated 1o a cachedral.

Pager 18-19

Town Hall, Jalan Padang Kota Lama

The Town Hall was builr around 1880, 1t role was more social
than administrative. and it had an assembly hall, o balleoom wich
adjuining supper rooms and a library, [v was used w stage dramatic
and musical producrions. Poswcards from 1910 show the Town
Hall with a single-storey porze cachere.

City Hall (Municipal Council Bulding), Jalan Padang Kota Lama
The building of the magnificenr edifice commenced in 1900 and
fook three vears o complee, ac a cost of 10000 Serais dollars,
The presene 24 Municipal Councillors meer regalacly in its
panelied Council Chamber.

Fape 2

State Museum & Art Gallery, Penang, Lebuh Farquhar
Reverend H. 5. Huechings founded the Penang Free School on this
site in 1516 The present building was consrrucred in two seages, in
1896 and 1906, The older, symmetrical, easiern half was destroyed
by Warld War Ll bombs and never rebuilt. In 1961 the Hurchings
School, which had raken over the building from the Penang Free
Schoel, relinquished it to the government for conversion into a
museum and art gallery. The muscum opened in 1965, it
wnderwent a major rencvation in 1997 and reopened with the
present displays, The ground Foor shows Penang’s major
communitics and their culwres while the first floor galleries tell
Penang’s history with rooms displaying the famous oils of Captain
Roberr Smith and the engravings of William Daniel.

Page 21

Eastern & Oriental Hoeel (E & O Hotel), No. 10 Lebuh Farquhar
The E & O Horel was a sister hotel 10 Singapore’s Rafiles and
Rangoon's Strand. all assoctaced with the legendary Sarkies brothers,
The E & O Hotel was managed by Arshak Sarkies, the youngest
bracher. Sold and resold. the hotel has recently undergone extensive
rebuilding and refirting inco an alt-surte hotel, The old Art Deco,
four-seorey seructure buile in 1929 by archivecr Messes Brossard
Mopin has been rerained. Penang’s oldest hotel mighe still be abie w
claim it has the longest sea front—244 metres (800 feet)!

Page 22

Convent Light Street, Lebuh Light

In 1852 three French Sisters of the Holy Infane fesus Mission
artived in Penang to watk among cthe poor. They were joined by
Mother S Mathilde, considered the founder of the Mission. The
present 3-hectare (7-acre) sie ax the end of Lebuh Lighe was
acquired in 1859, The conwent expanded over the decades and a
chapel, Sisters’ cluisters. a nunnery, a noviriate, an arphanage. a
boarding; house and classrooms were added.

frage 23

ABN AMRO House, No. 9 Lebuh Pantai

The Nederlandsche Handel Mancappsy, founded in 1824 w
promote Durch overseas commerce, established its Penang branch
in 1888 as the bank of the Nethertands Trading Socicty, Its
functions were to “advise like a chamber of commerce, finance like
2 hank and trade like a merchant’. The building was designed by
architects Wilson & Neubronner. The contractor, Lee Ah Kong,
completed it for a sum of 341,200 Srraits dollars and the bank
opened in 1965, Modifications were made 1o the tower design in
the carly 1900s. Old pastcards of 1910-15 showed the corner
towet capped with a dome and more claborate supports above the

roof cornice. Later, iv became a flarcer, cap-like roof with overhanging
eaves. The building was carefully resrored for the bank's cenrenary
in 1988, The meticulous work was undertaken by ABN's Head
Oftice in Amsterdam based on original documents from their
archives, The original height of the banking hall with its mezzanine
gallery was restored. revealing hidden mouldings: partitions were
removed. showing the elegant Corinthian columns and cornices.
The side elevarion on Lebuh Union can now be fully appreciated.

Page 24 (map reference a)

Seri Rambai, Lebuh Light

The Dutch presented the legendary demi-cannon o the Sultan of
Johore in 1605, 1t was capeared by the Achehnese Sulvan when rhe
Johaore capital was sacked in 1613, then given 1o the Subtan of
Selangor in 1795, The Madras Mative Infantry from the fort in Kuala
Selangor setzad it and brought it w Penang in 1371, Today. flowers
placed on it by women regarding i as a ferniliny symbol embellish the
Dratch East India Company’s lege of heraldic tons and dolphins.,

Fort Cornwallis, Lebuh Light

Named after the Gavernor-General of Bengal, the star-shaped fort
was built at the tip of Tanjung Penaigre. where Francis Light
landed. The name 'Tanjung Penaigre’ comes from the hardwood
Penaga tree grewing there which Light ordered cur and cleared fer
the fort. Old postcards of 1900-1905 show the fort with many
buildings for the military. surrcunded by a warer-filled moar, filled
in since 1923, Today, only a gunpowder magazine and a chapel
survive within the walls. The fort now serves as a landscaped
cultutal venue for visitors,

Fuge 25

Suffolk House, Jalan Ayer Ieam

On his deathbed in 1794, Francis Lighe made a will bequeaching, w
Martina Rozells *... the pepper (Gardens with my Garden house
plantations and all the Land by me cleared in thar pare of this istand
called Suffolk ... Al the materials for che house were imporeed
from India and Burma—thin Indian bricks, rerracorta, marble floor
tiles and Burmese reak bearers. The Hoor plans are mitror images of
cich other and elevations are perfectly symmerrical. Lighe's 'pepper
Gardens with my Garden house” were bought over in 1805 by

W. E. Phillips and served as Gavernor's Residence for him and
Colonel Bannerman, his father-in-law, In 1818 it became
Government Heuse, Subsequent modifications and addicions were
made after 1850 with a large roof over rhe eriginal parapetted flat
‘terrass’ and jack roof. Conservation work is in progres to restore
Suffelk House to Franeis Light's "Anglo-Indian Garden House'—
the country’s first and only one surviving of ixs kind in the counrry.

Page 26

Muriophile, Tanjung Bungah, St. John's Hill

The French Seminary of the Holy Angel. better known as College-
General, moved to Penang in 1806 from Burma following the
move of the French Catholic Mission. It was founded i 1660
and has a long history of training missionaries in Southeast Asia,
The hill-top bungalow with its adjoining Chapel served as 2
rerrear, and is still in use by the College-General which relocated
1rs new seminary buildings ro the foor of the hill in 1984 after
its old complex. which was adjacent w College Square, was sold
and demolished.

FPuge 27

Stace Religious Council (Majlis Jabatan Agama Islam Negeri),
junction of Lebuh Downing and Lebuh Pantai

The building was once a parr of an extensive complex housing the
old government offices. It was built in 1889 and added o unril the
last extension in 1907 [t now houses the State Religious Council.
the Office for Eslam Religion and a garash court.

THE SOUTHERN INDIAN CONNECTION

Fage 20

Nagore Shrine, junction of Lebuh Chulia and Lebuh King

The shrine. buile in the early 1800s, vencrawes Syed Shahul Hamid,
the famous Muslim sainr of Nagore, southern India. The tradition
of venerating city saints came 0 Penang with the Tamil Muslim
tracders of Tanjore. Feast days are observed by flying flags and
distnburing food. The alcoves on the side wall house shops,

Pages 367

Marttukkottai Chettiar Temple, Jalan Wacerfall

Soon after the Cherdar comrmunity established irself in Penang in
1854, it bought the land in Jalan Warecfall wo build a chettinar.
The Narkkotar Chertiar Temple, dedicated to Thendayuthapani.
an incarnativn of the Hindu deity Murugan, was builr wichin the
compound in the remple style of the Cheuiars’ homeland and
consgcrated in 1857, The best Burmese teak was used in its
superstructure, and it has a magnificent goparam {entrance wower,

Fage 38

Mahamariamman Temple, junction of Jalan Mesjid Kapitan
Keling and Lebuh Queen

The temple is the oldest Hindu one in Penang. s founding in
1833 15 corroborated by a notice of a consectation ceremony held 2
hundred vears later in 1933, when the emple ok s present
farm. The foundartion stone was laud by Justice of the Peace

V. Maresam Pillay. [n 1979 major repair works were carried out by
a sculptor and two assistants from the Academy of Sculpeors,
Mabapalipueam. southern India.

FPige 39

Mootrdin Family Tomb, Leboh Chulia

Mohamed Merican Noordin builr the tomb For his morher using
Indian masons. He too was buried chere after 1870, Moordin was
an early Muslim Municipal Councillor and was made 2 Juseice of
the Peace, The tomb's vesnbule housed a school for the Mushim
community which Noordin endewed for the ‘learning of English.
Hindoostance, Malay, Tamil, Malabar and the Akoran. Twenoy
dollats per monih’.

Fages 40=1
Kapitan Kling Mosque, junction of Jalan Mesjid Kapitan Keling
and Lebuh Bockingham
The mosque was founded before 1798, Later. Cander Mydin
Merican, as Kapitan Kling, was asked by the communiry he
headed 10 build the mosque. The 19th-cenwry ticle Kapiran
{headman of the community} has a long hiscory dacing back ro
Melaka under the Portuguese, Kling, a term noc used now, refers
1o Indians. The mosque has undergone various phases of
extensions since the carly 1800s,

Extensive conservation and development works continue roday
under the South Australian Herirage Consuttanis and Conuracrars
Group {SAHCC)

THE CHINESE LEGACY

fager 422

Khoo Kongsi, Medan Cannen

The well-gsrablished Khoos in Penang formed the Khoa clan
association in 1835, In 1850 the association bought the land ar
Medan Cannon and converted the existing bungalow into the
clan temple. All the Khoos in Penang belanging to Leong San
Tong Dragon Mountain Hall can trace their lincage back ro 2
commen progenitor, Khoo Chian Eng of Sin Kang village,
Hekkien province, A grand, new wemple builtin 1901 was
mystetiously destrayed by fire, believed to be a casualty of habns,
The present. mare modest ene was completed in 1906 at 2 cost of
100,000 Srraits dollars, with maseer builders, crafismen and

Fenang Sketehibook



materials from China. The ensemble of clan temple, association
office, stage and terrace houses has d the social organisation
of 2 Hokkien clan village.

Pavilion Stage, Mcdan Canoen

The Pavilion Stage facing the Khoo Kongsi. an inregral part of the
temple complex, is unaltered from its 1906 original timber and
brick structure. lts woodcarving, paincing and chien nien
decorations embody the highest srandard of traditional skills.

Fage 45

Cheah Kongsi, Mos. 8-8A Lebuh Armenian

Founded in 1835 by pioneer setder Cheah Yam, this was the earliest
of the five great Hokkien clans. The well-endowed clan was run by
generations of Cheahs, who oniginated from Sek Tong village in
southern China. The mid-19th century clan cemple and office
buildings combine a courtyard plan with 2 porched bungalow plan
and ownhouse architecrure, ls decorations are richly eclecric.

FPages 467

Lo Pan Hang {Carpenters” Guild), Lorong Love

Lo Pan is che pacron saing of ali builders, engincers and acchirects,
carpentry being pre-cminent in Chinese architecrure. He isa
historical figure contermporary with Confucius (551479 BC). He
invented many basic rols used by carpenters today such as the
right-angle rule, the compass, the nib and the straighr thread faé
haw (an instrament used to draw straight lines with an inked
thread), and invested them with moral virtnes. He was the
'Chinese Da Vinct', and was also attriboted with rhe invention of
the extendable ladder, the collapsible umbrella and the giant kire.
Under the old guild system, the craft was passed down from master
to apprentice. Lo Pan Hang was the tirst stop for all immigrant
builders before they moved on to other parts of the country.

Kean Yin Temple {Goddess of Mercy Temple), Jatan Mesjid
Kapitan Keling

The temple was founded in 1801 by che pioneer Chinese from
Kedah. Koh Lay Huan. alias Che Kay, and is shown on a 1803 plan.
It is dedicaced o Kuan Yin {the Goddess of Mercy). a Buddhist
Bodhisattva, that is, one who has atrained Nicvana but remains on
earth ro save lost souls. A second goddess, Ma Chor Poh, patron
saint of sea s, is also worshipped here. The wemple is one of
the edifices of the wotld's four main religions along the former Pict
Strcet—DBuddhism, Cheistianiry, Hinduism and istam.

Fage 52

Dr Sun Yat Sen’s Penang base, No. 120 Lebuh Armenian

The building was extant in 1875 as a dwelling house or messuage,
and was first owned by Cheah Joo Scang, a trustee of the Chesh
Kongsi. Frem 1901 ro 1911, Sun’s Tuwg Meng Hooi party was
headquartered here. This was where Sun, leader of che Chinese
nationalist revolurion, held the historic Penang Conference on
13 November 1910 and planned the Canton uprising of spring
1911. Though the lacrer failed. it led co the Double Tenth
Revolution, the eventual overthrow of the Ching dynasty and the
establishment of the first republic in Asia.

Fage 53

Chung Keng Kwee Temple, Lebuh Gereja

The private tempie, school and ancesiral hall, buils afier 1893, was

named after Chung Keng Kwee, who was made Kapitan Chinz and
sar on the Perak State Council fellowing the Pangkor Engagement

of 1874

Hai Kee Chan Office-residence
The office-residence adjoining the temple was builr after 1893 by
Chung Keng Kwee on the site of the cival Ghee Hin secret society.

4 Fenang Sketahbook

The temple and office-residence are of great historic significance.
Their omate ceramic sculprured tableaux and gilded carved wood
screens ate of the finest Cantonese crafismanship.

Page 54

Tua Pek Kong Temple, Tanjung Tokong

Tanjung Tokong (Cape of the Temple) has been chere from
earliest rimes as the Malay name of the locale restifics. Taking
precedence over Penang’s ewo other Tua Pek Kong remples (pages
50-2}, the wmple site’s favourable gromancy has powerful
sighificance. The Hokkien and Hakka dialect communities have
disputed claims to this site for two centuries. Tua Pek Kong,
litezally ‘Grear Grand Uncle', is commonly regarded as the God of
Prosperity and Protecror of the Land. Penang’s Tua Pek Kong was
Chang Lt an 18th-century Hakka scholar and exite, who sectled in
Penang with twe brothers or close friends. They brought with
thern the skills needed o build 2 new sociery. After their deaths,
the last in 1796, they were buricd ar the cemple. Their three
tombstones can be seen on the grave mound behind the remple.

Fage 55

Ng Fook Teng (Five Luck Villa), No. §07 Lebuh Chulia
Founded in 1819, it was one of the earliest Chinese schools in the
country. lv was formerly ar the site on Lebuh Gereja that is now
occupied by the Chung Keng Kwee Temple (page 53} The carrent
building dates from 1898, and was built by the Unired Association
of Cantonese Districts 10 serve as a night school.

THE SUMATRAN LINK

Pages 56-7

Mesjid Lebuh Acheh (Acheen Streer Mosque), Lebuh Acheh
The mosque, also known as Mesjid Melayu {Malay Masque) or
Mesjid Jamek (Friday Mosque) is the oldest onc in Penang. It was
founded in 1808 by Arab-Achehnese Tenghku Syed Hussain
Al-Aidid, a royal claimant to the Achehnese throne, whom Lighe
persuaded to move 10 Penang. The octagonal minarer design
reflects the founder's Acab-Morch Sumatcan origin, The mosque
was a focal point of the Achehnese revolr against the Ducch in the
13705 war.

Page 58

Gudang Acheh (Achehnese Godawn), junction of Lebuh Pantai
and Lebuh Acheh

The building was in existence in 1805 as a gaol, hence is thick lower
walls and small windows. Gudang (place where goods lie) comes
from gedumgi (Telugu), gudas (Portuguese) and gedong (Malay).

Page 59

Sheilkh Omat Basheer's Residence, No. 69 Lebuh Acheh

Sheikh Omar Basheer was the imam (leader of prayer) of the
Mesjid Lebuh Acheh (pages 56-7). The Basheer family arrived in
Penang from Acheh around 1792, at abouc the same (ime as
Tenghu Syed Hussain Al-Aidid. Generations of Islamic teachers
and dir s (missionaries) have come from che Basheer family, and
they have held the coveted positions of gadi imagisirate in Islamic
law) and swff (Muslim priest or expounder of the law). The two
houses on the grounds of the mosque (Nos. 67 and 69) have
survived from the early Malay Town south of Lebuh Chulia in
Francis Light's carly sertlement.

Fage 60

Sheikh Zachariah Basheer & Sons, No. 6 Lorong Lumur

The operational rrading base of Sheikh Zachariah Basheer was set up
i 1900 o made in spices and other produce of the region. Sheikh
Zachariah continued ro lead the Lebuh Acheh Muslim community
afeer the death of his farher, Sheikh Omar Basheer, for whom he
built the mansoleum in Kampong Melzyu, Ayer [tam.

Page 61

Syed Alatas Mansion, No. 128 Lebuh Armenian

Syed Mohamed Alaras, an Arab-Achehnese, succeeded Che Long as
the leader of the Red Flag secret suciety. He was a supporter of the
Sultan of Acheh and smuggled armis from British [ndia for the
Sultan’s anti-Dutch resistance. He married the daughrer of a
Chinese pepper trader. who was also a secrer socicry leader, and che
union strengthened the Red Flag-Khian Teik allianee. His second
house on Lebuh Carnarvon (page 69} is in che Scraits Eclectic style,
and was 2 gift from his father-in-law.

THE STRAITS ECLECTIC STYLE

Page 63

Lebuh Campbell Market, junction of Lebuh Campbell and
Lebuh Camarvon

The municipal wet marker was built around 1900 on grounds thac
were part of the 7-heceare (18-acre} lot granted o the ‘“Mohamedan
Church for ever’ {page 41}—the Kapitan Kling Mosque'’s burial
greund. The graves were removed to a new cemetery in Jalan Perak
except for one, 1 shine known as Keramar Mustafa Wali and
dedicared o the patron saint of poulterers, which still stands on
the market grounds,

Page 64

Teh Bunga's House, No. 138 Lorong Hutwon

This was the home of M. Z. Marican, alias Teh Bunga (flower tea),
the son-in-law of Wanchee Ariftin, who was a descendant of
pioneer Bapu Alauddin who came w0 Penang wirh Frandis Lighr as a
representative of the Sultan of Kedah.

Page 65

Loreng Banghkok Terrace Houses, Loreng Bangkok

The o rows of 40 terrace houses were built in 1928 by Cheah
Leong Kah, 2 hotse carriage repairer who later pionecied moror
firms. One of the early Western-trained Chinese archireces, Chew
Eng Eam, was commissioned to build the terrace houses. Chew also
designed the oldest Chinese restaurant, the boat-shaped Loke Thye
Kee, in 1919, and the Majestic Theatre, which opened th 1926,

Page 66

$hih Chung School, No. 11 Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah

Cheah Tek Soon’s lofty residence is still known by jocals as Goh
Chan Lau {five-storey building.) In the 1900s, when Cheah'’s
brother, Cheah Tek Thye lived chere, it was called dhe Chinese
Residency, In 1910 it became rhe Tye brothers' Raffles-By-The-Sea.
Tea was served on the lawn opposite rival Runnymede Horel, After
Waorld War [T, it was taken over by the P'i Joo Girls” School and
finally, the Shih Chung Branch School. Today, icisin a
dangerously dilapidated condition.

Fage 67

Cathay Hotel, No. 15 Lebuh Leith

Yeoh Wee Gail's former mansion is now a 53-room hotel faveured
by foreign and local visicors secking a colonial ambience. The hotel
was taken oves by Loke Yean Peng in 1948, It has kept most of the
original fearures of a hetitage mansion including an inner courryard
and grand statrcases.

Fage 68

Syed Sheikh Al-Hadi's Residence, No. 410 Jalan Jddutong

A Malay of Acab descent, Syed Sheikh Al-Hadi's friendship with
the Riau royalty ¢nabled him to travel ro Egype. Afeer his recurn he
published Jawi magazines at his Jelutong Press in the 1920s. Fis
navel Hikayar Faridah Hanom (The Story of Faridah Hanom), the
first written in the Malay vernacular, was a bestseller and expressed
his modernist Islamic view. The bungalow has since been raken
aver by nuns and converted intc a temple.



Fage 69

Li Teik Seah Building, No. 152 Lebuh Camnarvon

The second home of Syed Mohamed Alatas was a wedding gifr
from his farher-in-taw, Khoo Tiang Poh, a wealthy pepper trader
and close associare of the Achehnese community.

Page 70

Kek Lok 5i (Pure Land Temple}, Ayer Ttam

The Kek Lok Si, also known as the Temple of Supreme Bliss, is the
country’s largest temple complex and is spread over 4 hectares {10
acres) of rocky hill slope. Construction began in 1893 and was
completed in 1905, The Five Great Sponsors were the Hakka
tycoons led by Chong Fatr Tze. Three tiers of buildings comprise
Halls to Kuan Yin, the Laughing Buddha and Gaurama, the
founder of the faith. A well-equipped monastery and nunnery are
sited among terraced gardens with fish and tortoise ponds. The
famous Pagoda of Rama V1, Ban Hood {Pagoda of Ten Thousand
Buddhas), was named afrer the Thai monarch. It has remained
rernarkably intact.
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Penang Buddhist Association, No. 168 Jalan Anson

The association was founded in 1925 by Straits Chinese Buddhises
who wanied w0 study Buddhism in its pure form free of Taoist
belicfs and superstivion. The Mahayana Pure Land Sect is followed,
bur the Theravada School is also encouraged. The temple was built
by the association whose income is derived from tesidential
properties developed in the 1930s,

Pages 72-3
Cheong Fait Tze Mansion, No. 14 Lebuh Leith

This was the principal home of the illustrious Nanyang Mandarin
indusrrialist. Hakka-born Cheong Fan Tze (1896—1917). He lek
China as a poor immigrant in the 1850 for Java, rapidly prospered
and expanded his business o Sumatra. In the early 1890s he
moved his base to Penang. He represented Nanyang Chinese in
boh Bricish and Duch territorics, and alse served the Ching
government first as Vice-Consul in Fenang, then as Consul -
General in Singapore. He was the direcior of China’s first railway
works and modern bank. He advised both the Empress Dowager
and Yuan Shih Kat's Republican government.

Cheong built his Eclectic Syle covrryard family mansion
between 1896 and 1904, Though Chinese in biyout it combined
both Easrern and Western features—Victorian cast iron columns
and balcony pancls, Chinese gilded carved wood doors and lattice
screens, Art Nouveau stained glass windows, gothic-style framed
louvred shuvters and the largest single example of chiew nien
porcelain shard decorarions in one building. This rare historic
mansion has been carchully restored by Archireet Laurence Loh and
won the UNESCOYs Asia-Pacific Heritage 2000 Award for Most
Excellent Project.
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Leong Yin Kean Mansion, Ne. 32 Jalan Sulan Ahmad Shah
This was the home of the son of tin-miner Leong Fee, onc of the
millionaires of ‘Hakka Millionaires’ Row’. Leong Yin Kean's snug
seaside palazzo incorporated the owner's vaste for lalian mosaic
and marble. The house was designed by Charles Miller of Stark &
McNeil archirects and buile at 2 cost of a quarter million Seraits
dollars in 1926, Leong’s daughters lived there until the 1980s. [¢
was boughr over by Datuk Keramar Holdings Berhad, renamed
simply The Mansion, and restored recently.

Wouodville, No. 70 Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah

Jalan Sulian Ahmad Shah is known 1o Jocals as ‘Hakka Millionaires’
Rew’, and is where the rich and famous have cheir Ang Mo Lan
{European buildings). Woodville's owner. Lim Lean Teng, a

wealthy Teochcw planter with vast eseares in Kedah, built this in
1925. The archirect was Charles Miller, whe also designed Leong
Yin Kean Mansion {pages 74-5).

Puge 76

Hu Yew Seah, Nes. 41-5 Lorong Madras

Choong Thiam Poc, an carly member of the Tung Meng Hooi,
founded Hu Yew Seah w0 educate English-speaking Baba or Straies
Chinese in their mother wongue, bMandarin. In 1927, che building
was inaugurated by Mobel Laureare Rabindranarh Tagore, the
Bengali poct, who was much admited by the English-speaking
lirerasi in the region.
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Soonstead, No. 46B Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah

Originally belonging to Heah Swee Lee, this mansion was later
sold to Heah's in-laws and renamed. Heah was a Perak State
Councillor. He donated the Penang Polo Ground, and became its
first non-European ber. 5o d, like its neighb is set
in extensive grounds,
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Hardwicke Hall, No. 67 Jalan Subtan Ahmad Shak
Khaw Joo Ghee of the famous Khaw family resided in the bungal

boarded the Railway Ferry Steamers o Burterworth to carch their
northbonnd or southbound trains. The building served as
administrative offices with cker booths and a seation hotel with a
Railway Resraurant, Bar & Gnill.

Wisma Yeap Chor Ee, junction of Pengkalan Weld and Gae
Lebuh China

The office building was named after its owner, Yeap Chor Ee, the
founder of Ban Hin Lee Bank. the only Penang-based bank. Yeap
buile up his financial business by investing wisely and consolidating
it during the rubber slump in the 1930,
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Former P Simons Building, No. 9 Pengkatan Weld

The building was developed by Phuah Hin Leong, whoe was bom a
Lim and adopred by 2 Phuah family. He was a legendary rags-to-
riches early immigrant from China whe started with ‘a pair of oars’
by ferrying passengers and goods across the Channel, and cnded by
owning ‘a pait of mills’. Phuah invested in godowns and shipping
offices along Pengkalan Weld and Lebub Pantai, renting them 10
European trading houses such as Parerson Simons.
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B d Block, Mo. 1 Pengkalan Weld

at the rurn of che 20th century. He was followed by Lim Cheng Ean,
an eminent lawyer, who served as the first Chinese Magistrare in
Penang, As Legislative Councillor of the Straits Seadements, he
championed vernacular education and freedom of che press.

Homestead, Mo. 54 Jalan Soltan Ahmad Shah

The mansion was designed by architecr James Swark of Seark and
McNeil originally for forkay (Chinese merchant) Lim Mah Chye
in 1919, It was bought by banker Yeap Chor Ec who provided tor
its upkeep in a rust. His descendants seill live in this well-kepr,
palatial mansion by the sea.
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Ku Din Ku Mch Residence, No. 20 Jalan Penang

Kedah-born Ku Din began his career as Head of Kedah Prisons at
the age of 14. The Sultan of Kedah appointed him High
Commissioner of Sevul in 1897 when parts of southern Thailand
were provinges of Kedah under Thai suzerainty. In 1902 Ku Din
took the rirle Raja of Setul and uscd the royal name Tenghu
Baharuddin bin Tunkw Meh. He was Quene in Malay and Thai.
owned ships and successfully raded in local produce. He mamied a
Penang woman and had his trading office in thus town house,

THE WATERFRONT
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Koe Guan Godown, Lebuh Pantai

The eatly 19¢ch-century podown behind the Koe Guan Company
office was originally on the waterfront before the reclamation of the
land forming Penghalan Weld. 1 coolies (cheap, unskilled
labouzets) from the company’s boas from China were housed here
before being rransshipped to the rin mines of southern Thailand.
The patriarch founder of Koe Guan (High Scurce), Khaw Soo
Cheang buit up his forwane from tin mining and wading after he
arrived a5 a penniless immigrant in the 1810s in: Penang.
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Wisma Kastam (Customs Building), junction of Penghkalan Weld
and Gat Lebuh China

The Wisma Kastam, formerly che Malayan Railway Building, was
built in 1907 w mark the complerion of FMS Railway, Locals
claimed it was “the only raibway station without a rail’ 2s the trains
were on the mainland. Passengers boughr their crain tickets,
proceeded ta the Railway Jetry ar the end of Gar Lebuh China and

Massive land reclamation in the 1880s culminaring in Swettenham
Pier in 1904 raised Penang to the status of a modern
transshipment centre, a fulfiliment of the East ladia Company’s
original objective. Frederick Aloysius Weld was Governor of the
Stzaits Sertlements when the project began and the man-made
penghalan (quay) was named after him. Boustcad Block was the
first building te be built en the recliimed land in 1823, Boustcad,
which i still based here, smelted tin ore and exporred the ingots
with the Boustead imprint. Other trading houses and shipping
agencics in the building were Schmide & Kuesterman, Behn
Meyer, Shiffman Heer and Patcrson Simons {page §7).

Page W

Khie Heng Bee Mills, Jalan Jelutong

The mill is one of the few survivors of the island's fiest induserial
baom in the late 19th century. Sited notch of the Penang River,
the rice mills were part of the supperting food-processing indusiry.
Rice was milled, boiled and Yoaded onte boars on the waterfrong
and sent te feed the workers at the mainlind rubber plantations.
Another process was the moving of copra and grain from che
drying arez aczoss the road by an acrial rramway ro the mills and
gadowns on rhe warerfront. Phuah Hin Lesng bought the site to
expand his rice and oil mills. Spread over 2 hecrares {5 acres} aties
heighr. Khie Heng Bee Mills was onc of the largest indusrrial

enterprises of Penang,

Balai Bomba (Central Fire Station}, junction of Gat Lebuh
Chulia and Lebuh Pantai

Fite-fighting in the carly days was carried oue by the police unil
1909 when the first 28 locally rrained ficemen started 2 proper fire-
fighting service. This fire station was opened the same year.
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1886 Building, Lebub Pantai

Goon Yen & Fricnds were Chinese tourkay who broke the
traditional preserve of European-owned commercial buildings on
the northern Lebuh Paniai. These weee the first mixed-use
commercial buildings with rental offices on the upper floors and
rerail outlets on the ground fleor. The 1886 Building, chough
Chinese-owned, was run along Western lines. lts geound floor
emporium displayed a range of goods which impressed even
European customers, while upper floots were let onr ro offices such
as Howarth Erskine Engineers.
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