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Summary of Meccan Chronology

Abu Ja'far (al-Taban): The Messenger of God received his call to
prophethood at the age of forty. According to al-Sha'bi, Israfil was
associated with the Messenger of God's prophethood, for three
years, this being before he was commanded to call people to Islam
and to proclaim it openly. We have already quoted the narratives
and stories to this effect. After three years, Gabriel was associ-
ated with his prophethood, and he commanded him to summon
people openly to God. He did this for ten years while resident in
Mecca, and then emigrated to al-Madinah in Rabi' I fourteen years
after becoming a prophet. He left Mecca for al-Madinah on a Mon-
day and arrived in al-Madinah on Monday the twelfth of Rabi' I
(September 24, 624).

Ibrahim b. Sa'Id al-Jawhari—Musa b. Dawud—Ibn Lahi'ah—
Khalid b. Abl 'Imran—Hanash al-San'ani—Ibn 'Abbas: The
Prophet was born on a Monday, became a prophet on a Monday,
lifted the (Black) Stone on a Monday, left Mecca to emigrate to al-

[1256] Madinah on a Monday, arrived in al-Madinah on a Monday, and
passed away on a Monday.

Ibn Humayd—Salamah—Ibn Ishaq—al-Zuhrl: The Messenger
of God arrived in al-Madinah on Monday, the twelfth of Rabi' I.

Abu Ja'far (al-Tabari): If the matter of the Muslim chronology
is as I have described it, then although it is based on the emi-
gration it actually begins two months and twelve days before the
Prophet's arrival in al-Madinah. This is because the year begins
in al-Muharram, and the Prophet arrived in al-Madinah after this
period of time had elapsed; the era did not begin with the time of
his arrival but with the beginning of that year.


