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‘Gilbert is one of Britain’s most eminent historians... His knowledge and
scholarship make him in many ways ideally suited to write a history of our century’
John Ramsden, Financial Times



A magisterial work from Martin Gilbert, Britain's
leading popular histonian, History of the
Twentieth Century Is a one-volume distillation
of his acclaimed three-volume chronicle of the
last century.

The undisputed master of narrative history, Gilbert
moves from continent to continent with ease and
musters detailed facts into rich and compelling
prose. He retells the events of this, the most
horrifying and surprising century that the world has
ever experienced — extreme in both human misery
and human achievement — and makes sense of
them in an international context. His narrative
ranges from the many and bloody wars to the
development of antibiotics, the crumbling of the
European Empires, the assassinations of Gandhi,
Kennedy and Rabin, the curse of Aids and the
miracle of heart transplants, to the dramas of
Suez, Hungary and Tiananmen Square, and the
rise and fall of Communism.

Churchill wrote that 'It is called the century of
the common man, because in it the common man
has suffered most.” Untold millions of defenceless
individuals — Chinese, Jews, Russians, Cambodians,
Rwandans and many others — were murdered
in cold blood by totalitarian regimes, and, while
the inhabitants of some nations experienced
unprecedented health and prosperity, those of
others sank ever deeper into poverty, squalor
and lawlessness.

This powerful history faces the horrors of the time
yet also captures the details that bring an era to
life — such as the invention of the hamburger or
the advent of recorded sound — and it never
loses sight of the fact that history is something
that happens to ordinary people as well as to
the great and famous.
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