
I



CONTENTS
FOREWORD 7

AUTHOR'S PREFACE 8

OPEN MARKETS IN MALI 10

AZAN CALL IN BEIJING 18

THE CITY IN A TIME CAPSULE 25

JUST NUTS 35

SAY CHEESE, PLEASE 44

FROM SANTIAGO TO VALPARISO 49

BANGKOK ON A BUDGET 55

THE WISE MAN O F CHINA 61

THE GREEN WEEK 70

ON THE PAVEMENTS O F PARIS 79



STREET FESTIVAL IN NEW YORK 86

BLOOD ON BUKIT BESI'S HIDDEN GOLD 93

THE SERENE SIDE OF NARITA 99

GEMSTONES ON PATTAYA BEACH 106

BEFORE HELL BROKE LOOSE 113

THE OYSTER WOMEN O F PANTAI LAMIDAN 123

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS OF SINGAPORE 128

ZAMBOANGA - FLOWERS FOR BULLETS 135

THE MAGIC OF ORIENTAL CARPETS 143

NOT SO WILD WEST 148

INVIGORATING COLOURS AND CAPTIVATING NAMES 157

MORE THAN A THOUSAND YEARS 163

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 168


