
It®

\

oWIt
Alpine Country at the Heart of Europe

FrancoisJeanneret WaiterImber FranzAufderMaur



Contents

Preface
From the Introduction to the
Geographical Description of
the Confederation (1765-1768).
By Johann Conrad Fasi

Introduction
Multiplicity in a Constricted
Space

Mountains Mould the Country 20
Man and Landscape* 28
300 Million Years of Swiss History* 38
Mineral Wealth* 41
Climate and Vegetation 48
Genesis of an Alpine State 58
Swiss Cultural Life 61

The Alps
Heartland of the Confederation

Opening up of the Alps
Representation of the Alps
Biography of a High Mountain Range
Minerals and Crystals*
A Varied World of Rocks*
Glaciers Now-Glaciers in the Past*
The Forest Cantons
The Bernese Oberland
The Western Swiss Alps
The Eastern Swiss Alps
Rhaeto-Romance Valleys
Italian-Speaking Switzerland

76
82

' 86
89
93
95

100
106
111
117
125
132

The Plateau
Preferred Area of Settlement

Molasse Country*
Traces of the Ice Ages*
Man and Work
Attractive Low Country
French-Speaking Part of Plateau
German-Speaking Part of Plateau

Finale
Small Country at the Heart of
Europe

Key Position in a Continent
A Small Country in Search of its
Destiny
The Natural Framework
Switzerland and Europe
Past and Future

212

216
218
223
228

Appendix
Cultural Guide Through the
Four Linguistic Regions

Nature and Buildings 243
Villages and Towns 244
Feasts and Customs 245

148 Music and Theatre 246
154 Education and Museums 247
160 Bibliography 248
168 Map Bases 248
170 Glossary of names in Different Languages
175

The Jura
A Lesser Mountain Range of
Great Charm

The chapters marked with an
asterisk (*) are by Franz Auf der Maur;
the rest are by Francois Jeanneret.

Features of the Jura Landscape * 188
Communications and Economy 196
French-Speaking Jura 197
German-Speaking Jura 200


