
istory o
the Ottoman
Empire and
Modern Turkey

VOLUME I

Stanford J. Shaw

Empire
of the Gazis

The Rise and
Decline of
the Ottoman
Empire
1280-1808



CONTENTS

Preface vii
Abbreviations ix
Note on Pronunciation xiii
Map of the Growth of the Ottoman Empire to 1683 xiv-xv

Part One. Rise of the Ottoman Empire, 1280-1566

1 The Turks in History 1
Turkish Origins 1
The Gokturk Empire 2
The Great Seljuks and their Successors 4
Anatolia in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries 9
Notes to Chapter 1 11

2 The First Ottoman Empire, 1280-1413 12
Ottoman Origins and the Age of the Gazis, 1250-1389 12
Ottoman Institutions and Society in the Fourteenth Century 22
Collapse of the First Ottoman Empire: Bayezit I (1389-1402), and the
Interregnum (1402-1413) 28
Notes to Chapter 2 39

3 Restoration of the Ottoman Empire, 1413-1451 41
Mehmet I, 1413-1421 41
Murat II, 1421-1451 44

4 The Apogee of Ottoman Power, 1451-1566 55
Conquest of a New Empire: The Reign of Mehmet II, 1451-1481 55
Consolidation of the Empire: Bayezit II, 1481-1512 70
Conquest of the East: The Reign of Selim I, 1512-1520 79
The Peak of Ottoman Grandeur: Siileyman I The Magnificent, 1520-1566 87
Notes to Chapter 4 111

5 The Dynamics of Ottoman Society and Administration 112
The Ruling Class 113
The Subject Class 150
Foreign Subjects in the Empire 163
The Sultan as the Center of the Ottoman System 164



vi Contents

The Bases of Personal Relations and Behavior in Ottoman Society 166
Notes to Chapter 5 167

Part Two. Decentralization and Traditional Reform in Response
to Challenge

6 Decentralization and Traditional Reform, 1566-1683 169
The Political and Military Factors of Decline 170
Social and Economic Factors of Decline 171
Traditionalistic Reform Efforts 175
Manifestations of Decline, 1566-1623 175
Rejuvenation under Murat IV, 1623-1640 194
Resumption of Decline, 1640-1656 200
The Koprulu Years, 1656-1683 207
Notes to Chapter 6 215

7 New Challenges and Responses, 1683-1808 217
The War of the Holy League and the Peace of Karlowitz, 1683-1699 217
The New Age of Decline and Traditional Reform, 1683-1808 225
The Turning Point in Ottoman Reform: The New Order of Selim III,
1789-1807 260
Notes to Chapter 7 277

8 Ottoman Society, Administration, and Culture in the Age of Decentraliza-
tion and Traditionalistic Reform, 1566-1808 280

Administration and Society 280
Cultural Developments 284
Notes to Chapter 8 297

Map of the Decline of the Ottoman Empire, 1683-1924 300

Bibliography: Ottoman History to 1808 302

Index 325


