
History of
South-East Asia
(1824-1965)

Joginder Singh Jessy
-f—-1——[• • i —



Contents

Preface iii
Introduction xiv
Acknowledgements xxiv

PART ONE: THE PRE-1824 BACKGROUND 1

Chapter One In Quest of the Legendary Spice Islands 3

The Catholic powers in the East; Vasco da Gama at Calicut; Columbus
discovers the New World; The Treaty of Tordesillas.

ChapterTwo The Portuguese in the East 11

Initial Portuguese-Indian contacts; Cabral at Calicut; de Almeida as
Viceroy in India; The Persian Gulf region at the beginning of the
16th century; Alfonso d'Albuquerque as Viceroy; Diplomatic policy of
D'Albuquerque - to seal the main exits from the Indian Ocean to the Middle
East; The conquest of Melaka (1511); Results of the capture of Melaka.

Chapter Three The Spaniards in the Philippine Islands 20

Magellan in the Visayas; The Treaty of Saragossa (1529); The Spanish-
American War; The galleon trade; Christianity in the Philippines; The
Philippines under Spanish rule; The struggle with the Moros; The British
occupation of Manila.

ChapterFour The Dutch in the East 31

Reasons for the arrival of the Dutch in the East; The political policies of King
Philip II; Economic causes; The Dutch arrive in the East Indies; The
appointment of a Govemor-General; Monopolistic policy of the V.O.C; Jan P.
Coen as Govemor-General; The fall of the V.O.C; Daendals as Governor of
Java; Effects of British occupation

ChapterFive The Rise of British Power in India 42

General background; The Western impact; Bengal under the East India
Company; The Maratha-British conflict.



vi CONTENTS

Chapter Six Successor States to the Melaka Sultanate 53
(1511-1786)

General background, Western contacts with the Malay Peninsula; The
disintegration of the empire of Melaka; Beginnings of the Sultanate of Johore;
The rise of Acheh; Melaka under the Dutch (1641); Trengganu; Pahang; The
Minangkabau and Bugis in the Johore Empire; Raja Kechil of Siak; The Bugis in
the Malay States - Selangor; Kedah; Perak; Raja Haji.

ChapterSeven Anglo-Dutch Rivalry in the East 71

General background; The E.I.C. in the East Indies; John Jourdaine as
Governor of E.I.C. factory at Bantam; The Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1619;
E.I.C. decision to withdraw to the Coromandel; E£fects of the rise of Madras;
Madras-Bantam trade; The East India Company at Cambodia.

ChapterEight Burma 83

General background; Racial composition - The Pyu; The Mons (Tailings); The
Shans; The coming of the Europeans; The British in Burma; The end of the
Toungoo Dynasty; The rise of Alaungpaya; The Burmese - Siamese Wars;
British relations with Bodawpaya (1782-1819); Anglo-Burmese relations
(1795-1824); Causes of Anglo-Burmese friction (1811-1824).

Chapter Nine Siam (Modern Thailand) 93

General background; Siam and its neighbours; Western contacts with Siam;
The French in the East; The reign of King Narai (1657-88); Constant
Phaulkon; The beginnings of the Chakri Dynasty.

Chapter Ten Indo-China: Vietnam; Cambodia and Laos 101

General background; Vietnam; Nguyen expansion into Cambodia; The Tayson
Uprising; Nguyen Anh and Pigneau de Behain; Nguyen Anh as Emperor Gia
Long; Laos (Lan Chang); Cambodia.

PART TWO: THE WESTERN IMPACT (1824-1860)

ChapterEleven The Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824 113
The base at Balambangan; The British acquisition of Penang; The trade
factor; Reasons of naval strategy; The Sultan of Kedah and Captain Francis
Light; The acquisition; The role and significance of Penang; The British
acquisition of Singapore; trade factor; The politics of the Johore Erripire; The
role of Raffles; Consolidation of the settlement; The Anglo-Dutch Treaty of
1824; Significance of the treaty.



CONTENTS vii

ChapterTwelve The First Anglo-Burmese War (1824-26) 134

Introduction: General background to the war; The Indo-Burmese border
disputes; The attitude of the Burmese; British preparedness; Fear of the
French; The immediate cause of the War; The war in Arakan (1824-25); The
Rangoon front; Maha Bandula at Rangoon; Towards Ava; The Treaty of
Yandabo (1826); Results of the war - territorial; financial; Loss of National
prestige.

Chapter Thirteen The Second Anglo-Burmese War (1852)

General background; Henry Burney in Burma (1830-38); The Tharawaddy
Rebellion (1837); Deterioration of Anglo-Burmese relations; Dalhousie and
the Second Anglo-Burmese War; The annexation of the old kingdom of Pegu.

ChapterFourteen Indonesia: The Post-Napoleonic Period 162

General background; The Commissioners - General at work; British delay in
handing back Dutch colonies; Lowering of Dutch prestige; Acute financial
problems; The liberal solution of the Commissioners - Administrative, Land
taxation, Judicial problems, Abolition of social evils; Baron Capellan as
Governor-General (1819-1825); Foundation of Singapore (1819); World slump
in sugar and coffee; Outbreak of uprisings; The Anglo-Dutch Treaty (1824);
The Java War (1825-30); Abolition of sale of land to Europeans and Chinese;
The introduction of tolls by the Government; Abolition of the land-lease
system; Grievances of Dipa Negara - Religious grievances, Succession
dispute; Results of the Java War (1825-30); The Culture System and the New
Economic Policy; Failings of the system; Results of the above abuse; End of
the Culture System.

Chapter Fifteen The French in Indo-China 174

General background; French occupation of Cochin-China; Cambodia and South
Vietnam (cl850); Relations between Cambodia, Siam and Vietnam. The Red
River route between Tongking and Yunnan. The decline of Lan Chang (Laos);
End of an independent Vietnam.

ChapterSixteen The British in Borneo 185

General background; The Sarawak revolt; James Brooke (1841-68); Beginning of
Brooke-Hashim friendship; James Brooke as Raja oi Sarawak); Treaty of
Sarawak; 1842; Raja Brooke consolidates his position; The attack on the
Saribas and Skrang pirates; Treaty of Sarawak (1846); The northern
expedition; Treaty of Labuan (1846); Treaty of Friendship and Commerce,
(Brunei) 1847; Raja Brooke as Governor of Labuan; The Battle of Batang
Murau; The Chinese Uprising (1857); Trouble from the old Malay ruling class;
The last expedition. Conclusion.



VU1 CONTENTS

Chapter Seventeen Early British-Kedah-SiamRelations 204
(1826-1855)
Siamese relations with the Northern Malay States; The Bumey mission to
Bangkok; Results of the Anglo-Dutch and Burney Treaties; Anderson's Treaty
with Perak (1825); King Mongkut and Siamese independence; The Bowring
Treaty (1855); Effects of the Bowring Treaty.

ChapterEighteen The Transfer of the Straits Settlements 214
(1786-1857)
General background; Neglect by the Indian Government; Unrestricted
immigration and free trade; Use of convict labour; Progress of the Malay
States; Contents of Petition for the Transfer; General causes; The immediate
cause; The Currency Act of 1855; The Petition in the British Houses of
Parliament; The Final transfer (1862-67).

ChapterNineteen The Policy of Non-Intervention (1824-74) 226

General background; The administration of law and order; The Melaka land
problem; Suppression of piracy; The Naning War (1831-32); Civil war in
Pahang.

Chapter Twenty Singapore—Emporium of the Orient 236

Opening of the Suez Canal (1869); Development of Singapore; Geographical
position; Free port with unrestricted immigration; The suppression of piracy;
End of monopoly of China trade; Technological developments; Opening of Siam
to European trade; Opening of the Suez Canal.

PART THREE: THE QUEST FOR CONCESSIONS
(1860-1914) 245

ChapterTwenty-One The Annexation of Upper Burma 247

General background; King Mindon Min (1853-78); Mindon - British relations;
Commercial Treaty of 1862; The Fytche Treaty (1867); Burmese missions to
foreign countries; Commercial convention between France and Burma (1873);
Succession of King Thibaw; Deterioration of Anglo-Burmese relations; The
Rippon Mission; The Simla Conference; Franco-Burmese relations; The
Bombay-Burma Trading Company; The deportation of King Thibaw;
The annexation of Upper Burma.



CONTENTS ix

Chapter Twenty-Two Malaya—The Forward Movement—I 263

General background; Unsettled conditions in Perak; The Larut Wars: The
First Larut War (1848); The Second Larut War (1861-67); The Third Larut
War (1872); The Perak succession dispute; The Fourth Larut War (1873); Civil
war in Selangor; The Negeri Sembilan disputes; British intervention in the
Malay States (1874); Reasons for change of policy; Factors responsible for
intervention: Results of the Industrial Revolution; boom in world demand for
tin; Threat from rival European countries; Immediate causes for intervention;
Perak - The Pangkor Engagement; Results of the Pangkor Engagement;
Selangor; Sungai Ujong; Pahang.

ChapterTwenty-three Malaya:The Forward Movement—II 280

The aftermath of intervention; The Residential System; Advantages of the
Residential System; The murder of Birch; The Pahang (Bahaman) uprising
(1895-96); Sir Frederick Weld as Governor (1880-87); The formation of the
Federated Malay States (1896); General background; Factors responsible for
the formation of the F.M.S.; The Treaty of Federation, (1895); The
Federation in operation; Main defects; Anglo-Siamese-French relations up to
1909; King Chulalongkorn (1886-1910); The Anglo-French Declaration
(1896); The Anglo-Siamese Secret Convention (1897); The Frontier
Agreement (1899); The Anglo-Siamese Declaration (1902); Aftermath of the
Declaration of 1902; Siamese relations with the British and the French; The
Treaty of Bangkok (1909); Thailand as a buffer state.

Chapter Twenty-Four The Forward Movement in Sarawak
and British North Borneo ( 1 8 6 8 - 1 9 4 1 ) 303

Succession of Charles Brooke (1868); Request for the Baram Valley; The
origin of the North Bomeo Company (1881); British North Bomeo (1878);
Formation of the (Chartered) British North Borneo Company (1881); Brunai -
A British Protectorate; Brunai - The final partition; Brunai under the British;
Sarawak - system of administration; Pacification of the interior; Abolition of
slavery; The succession of Raja Vyner Brooke; The Mat Salleh Uprising
(1894-1900).

Chapter Twenty-Five Indonesia: The Dutch Forward Move- 320
ment

General background; The abolition of the cultures; The Accounts Law (1864);
End of compulsory labour (1865); The Sugar Law of 1870; The Agrarian Law
of 1870; The effects of the Liberal Policy; The Ethical Policy (1902-20);
Failure of the Ethical Policy; The absorption of the Outer Islands; The
Minangkabau; The Padri Movement; The First Padri War (1822-1825); The
Second Padri War (1831); The Minangkabau War; The conquest of Acheh.



X CONTENTS

PART FOUR: BETWEEN THE TWO WORLD WARS 333
(1914-1945)

Chapter Twenty-Six Pre-War Malaya (1900-1941) - I
Political and Economic Changes 335
The policy of decentralization; Failure of Resident - General to implement
agreement; Protests by Sultan Idris of Perak; Proposals of Sir Lawrence
Guillemard; Reforms of Cecil Clementi; The policy of unification; Economic
changes (1800-1941); Development of mineral resources; The rise of the tin
mining industry in the 19th century; Beginnings of Chinese participation in tin
mining; Political consequence of the rise of tin mining; Developments in the
industry (1874-1941); The main impact of tin mining on Malayan/Malaysian
history: AGRICULTURE - Its role and significance during the 19th century;
Agriculture and the development of communications; Pepper and gambier;
Tapioca; Palm-oil; The development of the rubber plantation industry; The
impact of rubber; The Rubber Research Institute; The collapse of the pioneer
cash crops; The rise of rice cultivation (1900-1941).

Chapter Twenty-Seveh Pre-War Malaya (1900-1941) - II
Social Advancement and Development in Communications 358

Social changes; general population growth and distribution (1800-1941);
Factors for population growth; Features of population distribution; General
features of population growth and distribution; Immigration: Types of
immigrants; Patterns of immigration; Methods and modes of immigration; The
effects of immigration on the population of Malaya; Health Services; Education:
Education for the Malays; Chinese education; Tamil education; Education in
the English medium; Higher education; Main features of educational
development up to 1941; Teachers' training; Period of post-war
reconstruction; The Barnes Report; The Act of 1952; The development of
communications in the 19th and 20th centuries: The development of railways;
The growth of roads; Other forms of Communications; Shipping; Air
communications. Advancement in British Borneo: Social changes: Population
and immigration: Social Welfare and education; Development in
communications.

Chapter Twenty-eight Malaya: Rise of Nationalism Before
1941 377

Introduction: The Malays and British colonial rule; The effects of British policy
on Malay society: The development of Malay nationalism up to 1945; The
primary phase (1876-1920); The secondary phase: (1920-1941); The third
phase (1941-1945); Main events and development; Factors responsible for the
rise of Malay nationalism; The impact of modernization and westernization;
The impact of the Islamic revivalist movement; The Rise of nationalism in other



CONTENTS xi

parts of the world; The growing threat to the Malay position; Rights and
future; The impact of education; The rise of the western educated class;
Political activities of the non-Malays before 1941: - The Chinese; The Indians.

Chapter Twenty-Nine Pre-War Nationalism in South-East
Asia 389

Nationalism in Indonesia.
Boedi Oetomo and the Muhammadijah; Sarekat islam; The National Indies
Party; The Volksraad (Dewan Rakjat or Peoples' Council); Militant nationalism;
The emergence of new parties (1926-42).
Nationalism in Burma.
The Reforms of 1909; The Dyarchy of 1923; The separation from India (1937);
Burmese Nationalism (1937-42).
Nationalism in Indo-China.
Nationalism during the 20th century; Extreme nationalism (1927-37);
Siam (Thailand):
The Revolution of 1932;
Nationalism in the Philippines.
Under Spanish rule; The colonial administration of the United States.

ChapterThirty Japan in South-East Asia (1941-45) 406

The Malay Peninsula under the Japanese
Japanese policy in South-East Asia; The war in Malaya; The Japanese
campaign; Japanese policy as rulers of Malaya; Developments under Japanese
rule; The effects of the Japanese occupation; The new order of Japan (1942-
45); The Kempeitai; Economic planning; Japan - the Light of Asia; Anti-
Chinese policy of the Japanese; Position of the Indians under Japanese rule.
Thailand during the Second World War; Indo-China during World War II; The
Japanese in the Philippines; The Japanese occupation of Indonesia; The
Japanese in Burma.

PARTFIVE: POST-WAR DEVELOPMENTS (1945-1965) 431

Chapter Thirty-One The Emergence of Independent States 433

Introduction; Burma; Indonesia; Indo-China - Vietnam; Cambodia; Laos;

Chapter Thirty-Two Towards Malayan Independence
(1945-59) 443
The, Malayan Union Scheme (1945-48) Background to the Union scheme;
Post-war British plans for Malaya; Reasons for the Malayan Union scheme;
MacMichael in Malaya; Malay opposition to the Malayan Union; Formation of



xii CONTENTS

UMNO; Reasons for Malay opposition; The position of the Rulers; The
granting of citizenship rights to non-Malays; From Union to Federation; The
Constitutional Working Committee; The Constitutional Consultative
Committee; AMCJA - PUTERA opposition to the Federal proposals; The
Federation of Malaya Agreement, 1948; Towards self-government; Creating a
national system of politics (1948-1952); Absence of inter-communal relations;
Need for inter-communal co-operation; The Malayan Chinese Association;
Political refonns; Dato Onn and the I.M.F.; The origin of the Alliance; The
Anti-Penyerahan movements; The Penang breakaway movement (1948-49);
The second Penang secessionist movement (1953-57); The Johore secession
controversy (1955-56); The Kelantan secession movement (1955-56);
Preparing a time table for Malayan independence (1953-57); New British
policy; UMNO demands elections in 1954; Alliance boycot and British
compromise on Federal Council issue; The general elections of 1955; The
Merdeka Talks (1956); The Baling Talks (1955); The Reid Constitutional
Commission; The Proclamation of Independence: The Emergency: The
Communist Insurrection. (1948-60); The causes of the Emergency;
Communist aims and strategy; The course of the Emergency; General
Templer at the helm; Military activities; Civilian successes; The cost of the
Emergency; The effects of the Emergency.

Chapter Thirty-Three The Emergence of the State of
Singapore and Malaysia 480

The emergence of the State of Singapore (1946-1959); The Rendel
Commission; The Elections of 1955; The Marshall administration; Lim Yew
Hock as Chief Minister; The State of Singapore; The lands of Malaysia in and
after 1957; Sarawak-agitation against cession; March towards self-
government; British North Borneo (Sabah); Brunai; Proposals for the creation
of Malaysia; Reasons for the proposal; The Communist threat; Racial politics
and balances; The independence factor; Decline of British power; Opposition
to Malaysia; Main steps towards the Malaysia; Joint statement of Tungku
Abdul Rahman and Harold Macmillan; The secession of Singapore (1965).

Chapter Thirty-Four Post-War Development in Education 502

Period of post-war reconstruction; The Barnes Report; The Act of 1952;
The Razak Report (1956); National Language; Common syllabus; Sarawak;
Sabah; Education in Modern Malaysia (1961-65); Education Programmes
under the lst and 2nd Malaysia plans; Implementation of Bahasa Malaysia
in schools; University education; University of Malaya; University
Kebangsaan Malaysia.



CONTENTS xiii

Appendices
Appendix1 Quedah, 1800 treaty with the King of Quedah, 1800

confirmed 1802. 513
Appendix2 JOHORE, 1819. Treaty of Friendship and

Alliance. Sultan of Johore and Dato Tnmmungong
Sri Maharaja Abdul Rahman. 516

Appendix 3 The Anglo-Dutch Treaty or Treaty of Holland (1824). 518
Appendix 4 The Treaty of Yandabo (1826). 522
Appendix 5 Borneo (Brunai) 1847. Treaty of Friendship and Commerce

between Borneo (Brunai) 1847. 526
Appendix 6 The Burney Treaty or Treaty between Great Britain and Siam.

Signed on June 20th, 1826. 530
Appendix 7 Low's Treaty with Perak, 1826. No. 2 535
Appendix8 Treaty with Naning, 1801. 538
Appendix 9 Treaty between Burma and British India (1867). 542
Appendix 10 The Commercial Convention between France and Burma (1873). 546
Appendix ll Supplementary Convention between France and Burma (1885). 549
Appendix 12 The Sungei Ujong Treaties. Sungei Ujong, 1874 21st April, 1874. 556
Appendix 13 Engagement Entered into by the Chiefs of Perak at Pulo

Pangkor. Dated 20th January, 1874 558
Appendix l4 Siam, 1902. Declaration and Draft Agreement, 1902.

Kelantan and Trengganu. 561
Appendix 15 Siam, 1909. Treaty Between Great Britain and Siam.

Signed at Bangkok, lOth March, 1909. 564
Appendix l6 British North Borneo, 1881. Charter granted to the British

North Bomeo, Westminster, November lst, 1881 567
Appendix l7 Agreement with the Sultan of Brunai, signed at Brunai,

17th September, 1886. 576
Appendix 18 Agreement for the Constitution of a Federal Council, 1909. 579
Appendix l9 Proclamation of Independence. 583

Notes and References. 585
Bibliography. 587
Index. 590


