This book is the first general study to provide a
systematic description and analysis of the factors
that shaped Malaysia. It brings together studies on
the country's geological origins and mineral
resources, flora, fauna. peoples and cultures,
environment and ecotourism and attempis to
make Malaysia's current economic and political
development more explicable by considering it in
the light of these natural and human resources. It
takes a comparative view of such changes in
Sabah, Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia and
highlights Malaysia's incorporation into the wider
international economy. The book thus offers an
integrated perspective on Malaysia by focusing
on its natural and human resource endowments
and exploring how they have changed over time.
By providing the background to essential
elements in the evolution of the country’s modern
economy and society, the book makes an
important contribution to a greater understanding
of present-day Malaysia.
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