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EXTRACT OF PERSONAL RECORD

Tan Sri Muhammad Ghazali bin Shafie was born in Kuala Lipis on 22nd
March, 1922. He received his early education at the Government English School,
Raub, and the Clifford School in Kuala Lipis, Pahang, Malaysia of which he was
the head prefect. At the outbreak of the Pacific War he was an undergraduate at
the Raffles College in Singapore.

The war years saw Tan Sri Ghazali as an Intelligence Officer in the Allied
Forces and an active member of the Resistance Movement in Force 136. In mid-
1946 he entered the Government Service as a Junior Malay Officer and in 1948,
upon being awarded a scholarship, joined the University College of Wales
whence he graduated in 1951 with a LL. B degree with Honours. He is a member
of Lincoln’s Inn. On returning to Malaya he was appointed to the Malayan Civil
Service and designated as Assistant States Secretary. Selangor. In 1952 he was
transferred to Negeri Sembilan and served for a time as Acting State Secretary
there,

In 1953 Tan Sri Ghazali returned to the United Kingdom to pursue a post-
graduate course in International Studies at the London School of Economics for
which he obtained a certificate. after which he spent a period attached to the
British Foreign Office and later, assigned to the Office of the Commissioner for
Malaya in London, followed by a period in New York and Geneva to study the
working of the United Nations, then on attachment to the British High
Commission in New Delhi for six months, :

He returned to Malaya in 1956 and spent the period until early 1957 on
attachment in various Government departments before being appointed
Commuissioner for the Federation of Malaya in India where he established what
is now the Malaysian High Commission in New Delhi. In August 1957 he
returned to Malaya to become Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of External
Affairs. Less than two years later, Tan .Sn Ghazali became the Permanent
Secretary of External Affairs later known as Secretary-General until September
1970.

Tan Sri Ghazali was a member of the Mational Operations Council during the
period of 21 months from May 1969 when Parliament was suspended. Tan Sri
Ghazali was required by the Government to retire from the post of Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 20th September, 1970 and was
appointed a Senator on 21st September. 1970. On 23rd September 1970 he was
appoinied Minister with Special Functions responsible for the formulation of the
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New Economic Policy and the Second Malaysia Plan. He was appointed
Minister of Information on 2nd February 1971 in addition to his being Minister
with Special Functions.

He resigned from the Senate on 24th March 1972 to contest the Parliamentary
by-election for the Constituency of Lipis, Pahang. Elections was held on 8th
April, 1972 and he was returned with and overhelming majority, and was
reappointed Minister of Information and Minister with Special Functions. On
13th August 1973 he was appointed Minister of Home Affairs while still retaining
his portfolio as Minister of Information. In a later Cabinet reshuffie on 22nd
December 1973, he was appointed Minister of Home Affairs. During this time he
was appointed Chairman of the Penang Alliance Party. He was a member of the
UMMNO Committee on Political and External Affairs (1960-1975), a member of
the UMNO Constitution Committee (1959) and a member of the UMNO
Bureau of Politics (1978-1980).

On 24th August 1974 a new general election was held. Tan Sn Ghazali again
contested the Lipis Parliamentary constituency and was returned unopposed. On
5th September 1974 he was again appointed Minister of Home Affairs, an
appointment which he still holds.

Tan Sri Ghazali was directly and actively involved in the formation of
Malaysia. He participated at all stages of the negotiations in London and was a
member of the Cobbold Commission which visited Sarawak and Sabah in 1962,
He was the leader of the Malaysian team which held talks with the Philippines in
Bangkok in June 1968 over the issue of the Philippines claim to Sabah. Since 1973
he is the co-Chairman of the General Border Committee with Thailand and
Indonesia. He was appointed together with an official from Japan and one from
Indonesia by the Jakarta Conference of Asian Nations to seek solutions for the
Cambodian problem for which the team travelled to the United Nations, the
United States, the USSR, Canada, France, the United Kingdom and Holland in
1970. He also led the Malaysian delegations to the International Law Conference
n Vienna and a number of conferences of non-aligned countries. He attended all
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conferences between 1959 and 1971.

Apart from his service in the Government, Tan Sri Ghazali has lent his services
to various commissions and committees, both official and civic. He was a
member of the Railways Enquiry Commission, and in 1959 was Chairman of the
Board of Jurors in the Asian Film Festival held in Kuala Lumpur and the
following year was a member of the same Board in the Tokyo Film Festival. He
was Chairman of the National Art Gallery working Committee from December
1959 until its dissolution in February 1963, Chairman of the Governing Council
of the MARA Institute of Technology from 1970 to 1976, Chairman of the
National Literary Award Panel of Malaysia (1974-1976).

At present he is a member of the Board of Trustee National Art Gallery;
Deputy President, Olympic Council of Malaysia; President, Malaysia Amateur
Athletic Union; President, Royal Selangor Flying Club, President, Aero League
of Malaysia; Patron, St. David Society of Malaysia; Patron, National Shooting
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