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Introduction

The University of Cambridge Expedition to the North-Eastern
Malay States and Upper Perak, 1899-1900, to give it its full title,
came about largely as a consequence of the mterest and enthu-
siasm of its leader, William Walter Skeat. It is with some
justice that it is not infrequently referred to boefly as the Skeat

Expedition.

Skeat, a son of the Rev. W, W, Skeat, the well-known
authority on Anglo-Saxon, was born at Cambridge on 14 October,
1866. He entered the University in October, 1884, as an under-
graduate at Chnst’s College, reading for the classical tripos.
The following year he became a scholar of his College, graduating
in 1888. In May 1891 he joined the Selangor Civil Service, and
thereafter acted as District Officer in the Klang, Uln Langat and
Kuala Langat districts successively. In 1898 he was gazetted
District Magistrate for Larut, in Perak.

‘While he was serving in Selangor Skeat developed a consi-
demable interest in the Malays, and Malay customs and beliefs,
especially their ideas on “magic”, which at that period still held
an important place in the life of the people. 'While in Ulu
Langat he almgwcgzm to study the aborigine groups inhabiting the
area. His approach was scholarily and exacting, and he gathered a
considerable amount of precise and detailed information, of much
valne. At the same time he built up a collection of over a
thousand models and material objects illustrating the Malay
way of life, and to a lesser extent that of the aborigines with
whom he was in touch locally. This collection of ethnographic
material was prescnted to the Univesity of Cambridge in 18971

Skeat soon decided that contact with European and other
outside cultures was disintegrating the social life of the aborigines
in Selangor, and to a lesser extent that of the Malays, and he
began to make Lﬂ:}ans for visiﬁnggn less disturbed part of the
peninsula. In the autumm of 1598 he returned to Cambridge
on leave. There he was able to discuss his ideas further. Among
those whom he approached on the subject was Professor Haddon,
who had recently returned from a long expedition to New Gumea,
the islands of the Torres Stmit and North Bomeo, which he

I. Fide W. W. Skeat. A brief catalogue of the collection appears in

the 14th annual report of the Antiquarian Committee (1899}, wherein it
is said to have been presented to the University in 1898
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had undertaken on behalf of the Univesity. The Haddon
Expedition had proved very snccessful and this fact, coupled with
Skeat’s enthusiasm, and the interest arouse by the material that
he haf:]_l:ﬂ“ﬁ(:tﬁd in Selangor, lead to the decision to despatch an
expedition to the north-castern Malay states (then under Siamese
suzerainty), under Skeat’s leadership.

Permission was obtained from the Colonial Office for Skeat
to be granted leave of absence until the end of 1899. The cost,
as in the case of the Haddon Expedition, was to a large extent
met by a substatial grant from the Worts Fund. Tts supporters
included Professors Skeat, Afred Newton, Sir Wm Rjdpaerwm-.
Sir R. C. Jebb and Dr (afterwards Sir) Arthur Shipley. At the
latter’s suggestion its personel was extended to include zoologists
and botanists, in consideration of the very limited amount of
information then available about this part of sonth-east Asia.
The Expedition Staff finally consisted of,

W. W, Skeat, BA.,, (Chnst's College Cambridge), leader,

Nelson Annandale, B.A, (Balliol Gueﬁe e, Dxfm‘f}f

Richard Evans, B.A., (Jesus College, rd],

D. T. Gwynne-Vau L MA., I[LEch.rist's Coll Camb.},

Frank F. Laidlaw, B.A., (Trinity College, Cambridge), and

Robert Henry Yapp. BA. (5t ]uhn’s%ollcga Camgbridgc}.
the last two of whom were not, unfortunately, able to start as
soon as the others, and they had to join the main party at
Kuala Aring, in Kelantan, in August 1599. Cwynne-Vaughan,
one of the botanists, left shortly before this point, in order to
retum to England to begin a course of lectures which he was
giving, and Annandale, similarly committed, followed soon after-
wards, All the members of the Expedition subsequently
distinguished themselves.. Annandale became Superintendent of
the India Museum, at Calcutta, and in 1916 Director of the
Zoological Survey of India: Gwynne-Vaughan and Yapp became
Professors of Botany: Evans did excellent work in morphology.
and later for a time was Curator of the Museum at Georgetown,
British Guiana, before his health broke down: Laidlaw, though
his Tife lay as a medical practitioner in Devon, found time to
contribute much to our knowledge of the land molluscs and
dragon-flies of Malaya and Bomeo.

The main party of the Expedition, consisting of Skeat,
Annandale, Evans and Gwynne-Vaughan, left England at the
end of January, 1899, and reached Bangkok at the beginning of
March, There they had a stay of a little over two weeks, while
the necessary permits for further travel were obtained from the
Siamese Government. The authorities proved most helpful, and
on 23 March the Expedition, which by this time consisted of
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