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Preface

Tiik purpose of this volume is not to provide an overall sur-
vey of Malaysian politics and the general clectionheldin 1978.
Such a survey has already been provided by Ismail Kassim in
Race, Politics and Moderation: A Study of the Malaysian Elec-
toral Process (Times Books International, Singapore, 1979).
Rather our purpose has been to take up particular topics
which we feel to be important and to discuss them in greater
depth than is possible in a more general study. The topics
that we have sclected were not determined on the basis of an
overall plan but rather by the availability of writers interested
in discussing them. All the contributors to this volume have
done considerable research on their chosen topics, including
interviewing many of the political figures involved. Those
discussing particular aspects of the 1978 campaign all followed
the candidates around, discussed with them the problems
they faced, and were able to make on-the-spot assessments of
public response. Unfortunately several major areas are not
covered—most notably the UMNO campaign in 1978. This
was not because we felt such topics to be unimportant but
was due simply to our failure to find writers who had done
the research needed to treat them satisfactorily.

We want also to express our appreciation for financial and
other assistance given to Lee Kam Hing, Michael Ong, Ma-
hadzir Mohd. Khir, Mohamed Abu Bakar, and Firdaus
Abdullah by the University of Malaya.

Kuala Lumpur THE EDITORS
October 1979



Contents

Preface

Tables

Figures

Abbreviations

Contributors

Harorp CroucH, From Alliance to Barisan
Nasional

HaroLD CroucH, The UMNO Crisis: 1975-1977

MUHAMMAD KAMLIN, The Storm before the
Deluge: The Kelantan Prelude to the 1978
General Election

FIRDAUS HAJ1 ABDULLAH, PAS and the 1978
Election

MAHADZIR MoHD. KHIR, The UMNO-PAS
Contest in Kedah

MOHAMED ABU BAKAR, Communal Parties and the
Urban Malay Vote: Perspectives from
Damansara

MicHAEL ONG, The Democratic Action Party and
the 1978 General Election

LeE KaM HING, The Peninsular Non-Malay Parties
in the Barisan Nasional

. JuprtH STRAUCH, The General Election at the

Grassroots: Perspectives from a Chinese New

Village

37

69

97

113

137

176

213



viii CONTENTS

10. MICHAEL LEIGH, Sarawak at the Polls 240
11, SotHt RACHAGAN, The Development of the
Electoral System 255

12, Harorp CroucH, The Results

Appendix Tables Lee Kam Hing, Michael Ong,

and M. Kamlin 297
Political Cartoons 313
Index 318



