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Preface

Thus study is a revised and updated version of my doctoral thesis
presented to the School of Oriental and African Studies, Univer-
sity of London, in 1984. My interest in embarking on an intensive
study of the development of Chinese politics in Peninsular Malay-
sia after World War I was spurred by the scarcity of published
materials on this subject of great importance to all Malaysians, par-
ticularly those of us who are of Chinese descent. Standard works
on Malaysian politics, such as those by G. P. Means, K. J. Ratnam,
R. S. Milne, R. K. Vasil and K. van Vorys, have tended to treat
Chinese politics as one component part in the complex overall
mosaic of multiracial politics in Malaysia. I have tried to give
greater focus to the unique configurations of Chinese political de-
velopment within that mosaic.

I have made the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA) the
central player in this narrative because of its crucial role in weaning
the Chinese away from their ion with the old
and ing their active icipation in the mai politics
of their new homeland. In this sense, the MCA’s history is a history
of the indigenization of Chinese politics in Malaysia. In addition,
I am hopeful that this account will remind contemporary readers
that the MCA, which today seems to be in a state of confusion and
decline, played a pivotal part in the dramatic events surrounding
the defeat of the C ist i and the attai of in-
dependence.

This study would not have been possible without the generosity
of Datuk Lee San Choon, MCA president from mid-1974 to April
1983. Datuk Lee granted me permission to consult the party's
archives, thus opening up a large and rich body of hitherto un-
consulted MCA and Alliance materials. Several other party leaders,
in particular Datuk Dr Neo Yee Pan and Datuk Dr Ling Liong Sik,
were equally co-operative in facilitating my research. Their frank
and stimulating discussions during interviews greatly broadened
my understanding of the MCA and Chinese politics in general, and
their interest in my study made it possible for me to observe the
workings of the party through direct access to party general as-




