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PREFACE

Malaya attained independence 10 years afier India, and it
became Malaysia in September 1963, by including the colonies
of Sabah and Sarawak (in North Borneo). But Singapore
separated from the federation of Malaysia in August 1965,
Some notable features of Malaysia, particularly for Indian
students are : First, its population, like that of India is
composite and heterogencous. Thus its society is plural and its
politics is largely characterised by ethnic conflicts. Second,
like India the component units of Malaysian federation had
also been ruled by the British before independence. Third,
the coostitution of Malaysia, again, like that of India, is both
parliamentary and federal. The basic features are the same in
both cases, yet there arc several differences between the consti-
tutional provisions and practices of the two countries. Ore
unique feature of Malaysia is that it is the only Muslim
majority state in the world, which has successfully worked the
democratic system since it became independent. For ali
these reasons, study of the Government and Politics of
Malaysia will be found useful and interesting by students of
Political Science as well as by general readers.

75-Saket, P. Sharan
MEERUT Retd. Principal, Meerut College
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