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PREFACE

I'am glad to be able to append a preface to this splendid work by Professor
Nik Anuar on the subject of the Baling Talks. The book has come out at the
righttime. Fifty long years have passed since the time when Emergency was
declared in our country. But even now our knowledge of that era may be
likened to a jigsaw puzzle with missing pieces. | acknowledge that the
difficulty of access to both official and private archieves has helped
perpetuate the darkness which still obfuscates our understanding of that
period.

Allthe same, a number of books have been written on the Emergency, each
approaching the subject from a different angle. The conclusions in each of
these may differ, and the same writer may even want to revise earlier
approaches. But that is why history all about. It is far being static; it is both
alive and vibrant. In this regard, | am glad to be able to say that this book is
a welcome departure from earlier writings in that it sheds light on areas
hitherto unchronicled in any of the works on the subject. It places the
interests of the major players in the particular era of Malayan history in
perspective, namely the Tunku, the British and the Communists. As an
archivist, |amproudto be able to say thatthe originally of this book owes itself
largely to the use of primary source materials, particularly those extant in the
National Archives of Malaysia and the Public Record Office, London.

In the years to come, | am positive that more books will be published on the
Emergency, even as records become easily accessible and many of the
archives that are buried come o light. | am aware that there are many stones
still to be turned, and as the Head of the National Archives of Malaysia | am
glad to be able to say that we are committed to our duty to the public and the
academia of rendering records more easily accessible for their use in
reference and research. That we have readily taken upon purselves the work
publishing this book, and of launching it in a grand way at an exhibition on
the Emergency is in itself an eloquent testimony of this commitment.

Lastly, | wish to record my appreciation to Prof Nik Anuar for his timely effort,
and all those who have been involved in the production and launch of this
book. To the readers, may | wish that you will not fail to imbibe the sweet
nostalgia for things that are gone as you leaf through the pages of an
important epoch in the life of our nation.

DATO' HABIBAH ZON
Director-General
National Archives of Malaysia

19 June 1998



FOREWORD

While working on various aspects of the Malayan Emergency during the
1900s, | became aware of the lack of any studies on the role played by the
Malaysian leader, Tunku Abdul Rahman, in particular, to end the Emergency
which had been an obstacle to the Federation's advance towards self-
government. |t was to this end that this monograph is written.

Onbeing elected as the new President of UMNOin 1951 ,replacing Dato Onn
bin Jaafar, the Tunku announced to his supporters his determination to
achieve very early self-governmentin Malaya. However. the Tunku realised
that so long as the Communist terrorism remained undefeated, the British
Government would not grant self-government to Malaya. In early January
1955, the Tunku made a dramatic call for the granting of an amnesty to the
Communist as part of a deal to bring to an end a state of emergency in
Malaya. Soon after winning the 1955 Federal Election, the Tunku repeated
his readiness to meet Chin Peng, the leader of the Malayan Communist
Party, to the annoy of the British colonial authorities. The talk was held in
Baling, Kedah on 28 and 29 December 1955. Although the talk was a failure,
the Tunku was able to secure from the British an understanding that the
continuance of the Emergency was not an obstacle ‘in the Federation's
advance towards self-government'.

| would like to take this opportunity of thanking my colleages Prof Dato' Dr.
Nik Hassan Shuhaimi and sdr. Mohd. bin Samsudin for their careful scrutiny
of the next and for their valuable suggestions concerning both content and
presentation. Thanks are also due to Arkib Negara Malaysia (National
Archives of Malaysia) for agreeing to publish this monograph.

Nik Anuar Nik Mahmud

Jabatan Sejarah

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
June 1998



