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1
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the fourth prime minister of
Malaysia, is seen to be the most controversial figure ever to hold
this premier position. He is seen by many as the only prime min-
ister who had the audacity to be very blunt and had no fear of
“rocking the boat". Malaysians see him as the ultimate survivor as
he has managed to remain unscathed crisis after crisis during his
leadership. /

. Mahathir Mohamad was born-on December 20, 1925 and
was the youngest of nine children.. His father was the first Mi}lay
headmaster of an English school i Kedah. As a headmaster\his
father must have influenced his thoughts and soon the young
Mahathir had a strong personality. His family still recalls that he
.was very determined and always obtained whatever he wanted.

t that time, when it was prestigious to obtain admittance into an

glish language school, he managed to do sufficiently well in the
examinations and secured a place in the Government English
School. .

(Mahathir survived the Japanese Occupation when the
Japanese Army occupied Malaya in 1942 He tried first to be
employed with a Chinese rubber trader but later started a cof-
feeshop business with two of his friends. He was not allowed to
sell in the Japanese canteen and had to do his business in the
local market. Mahathir later expanded his business. He always
felt that it is important to learn the skills before embarking on any
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