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PREFACE

Since the 1964 election there have been some xmponant
political changes. Sing; d from Malaysia in
August 1965; a few days latcr Dalu Donald Stephens, who
had earlier been Chief Minister of Sabah, resigned from
his post as Minister for Sabah Affairs in the Federal
Cabinet. In June 1966 the composition of the Sarawak
Cabinet was changed, following the removal of the Chief
Minister, Dato Stephen Kalong Ningkan. In the last
chapter reference is made to the most striking of these
events, Singapore's separation from Malaysia, but it was
obviously not possible: to cover in any depth what
happened after the election. The scope of the book is
limitéd, substantially, to the election itself and the situa-
tion and prospects immediately afterwards.

This book would not have been possible except for
funds provided by the Rockefeller Foundation. Our
thanks are therefore due to the Foundation and, parti-
cularly, to its Vice-President, Dr. Kenneth W. Thompson.
We also wish to express our gratitude to the University
of Singapore for providing funds for a visit to Sarawak
and Sabah. Thanks are also due to the Institute of
Commonwealth Studies (University of London) and to
Professor K. E. Robinson, who was then its Director, for
secretarial assistance and other facilities which they made
available to Professor Ratnam when he was on leave.
But for their kindness, the book might have taken longer
to complete. .

Necessarily, the book is largely based on interviews,
conducted over a period of three years, in every state in
Malaysia. It is not possible to thank, by name, all the
persons interviewed. But we were courteously received
and helped by members of all the party organizations.
Mention should be made of the co-operation given by the



