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FOREWORD

This is a book about leaders and leadership, in particular
the leaders of the Asia-Py . It is based around inter-

President Clinton of the
United States, and President Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan. With all
the other leaders 1 have had at least one, and mostly several,
mnterviews in the course of covering the region for the Australian.
As a frequent traveller in the region over the last decade and
more | have been drawn to the experience of hearing from these
leaders from their own mouths what they are doing and why:
This has given me a privileged vantage point from which to view
the region and one 1 try here to share with the reader. The leaders
examined here cover nations of four distinct sub-regions: North-
cast Asia, Southeast Asia, Australasia and the United States.
Apart from the US, these countries form what one might call
the East Asian hemisphere. Although the US is not geographically
part of the region it is a major economic and military power in
the East Asian hemisphere and you can’t really consider the
region without considering America's role. Of course, the book
is not comprehensive. There are ten nations in Southeast Asia
alone. but from Southeast Asia I have written about only Indo-
nesia, the Philippines, Malaysia and Singapore, I am afraid the
choice reflects opportunity and experience. It is simply not
possible to get access to every single, serving leader in East Asia.
This aside, I also decided only to write about countries to which
I have been a frequent visitor. This is partly because while the
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