SOUTHEAST ASIAN POLITICS :
MALAYSIA & INDONESIA

G. P. Bhattacharjec
Deptt. of International Relations
Jadavpur University




T -

\

MINERVA ASSOCIATES (PUBLICATIONS) PVT. .LTD.
7-B, Lake Place: Calcutta-700 029: INDIA

© G. P. Bhattacharjee, 1976
First Published : November 1976
ISBN : 0-88386-841-5

M -
327.59¢
EHA

78614

Printed in India by Narendra Chandra Roy at Anulipi,
180, B. B. Ganguly Street, Calcutta-700 012, and Published by
T. K. Mukherjee on behalf of Minerva Associates (Publications)
Pvt. Ltd., 7-B, Lake Place, Calcutta-700 029,

12 JAN1eT8
Perpustakaan Negara
Malaysia




PREFACE

The book traces the origin and evolution of the foreign
policies “of Malaysia and Indonesia and their mutual relations
in the context of international politics in general and Southeast
Asian politics in particular. In Southeast Asia the tendency
towdrds regional co-operation was retarded by two factors :
cold war and mutual conflict nmong the Southeast Asmn
countries The between Ind
and Malaysia was the most serious dispute in the inter se
diplomacy of Southeast Asia, but it, at the same time, led
to an unprecedented growth in the volume of communica-
tions exchanged bclwccn lhc countries of this region. The
end of the d the forces of
regional co-operation which found an institutional shape in
the formation of the ASEAN. The virtual termination of
the cold war, the rise of USA-USSR detente on the one
hand and Peking-Washington rapprochement on the other
and the process of American disengagement from Southeast
Asia brought new problems to the countries of this region.
This changed external environment gave an additional impetus
to regional cnvopcmnon. Both lndoncsl:\ and Malaysia have
now taken lead in ion among the
countries of the region. What are its prospects ? Would it
be possible to integrate the communist regimes in the territory
of former Indo-China within the frame-work of the existing
regional group ? The book seeks to explain such aspects of
Southeast Asian politics.

In preparing this book I received valuable assistance from
many of my esteemed colleagues and friends. Sri O. K. Ghosh
has carefully gone through the entire manuscript and suggested
many important changes. T am grateful to him for his sugges-
tions. T received substantial assistance from Sri Asit Ghosh,
Documentation Officer, South East Asian Studies, Jadavpur
University, and from Mrs Mina Ghosh who was once my
student and now works in the library for Southeast Asian
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Studies of our University. Without the help of Sri Ghosh
and Mina it would have been impossible for me to collect
the materials used in the book. I owe a great deal to both
of them. 1 am indebted also to Prof. J. B. Dasgupta, Head
of the Department of International Relations, and Prof.
Jayantanuja Bandyopadhyaya, Director of Southeast Asian
Studies, Jadavpur University, for their valuable suggestions.
It was Sri Sushil Mukherjea of Minerva Associates ( Publi-
cations ) Pvt. Ltd. who encouraged me to write this book
and T am grateful to him for undertaking the responsibility
of publishing it. Sri Tridib Kumar Chakrabarti also did
his best to help me in the work of publication. Lastly, T
must mention the active assistance which I received from
Sriman Partha Bhattacharjee.

G. P. Bhattacharjee
Department of International Relations

Jadavpur University
Calcutta-32
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