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" Two radically opposite developments have taken place in modern Muslim societ-
ies. The first was the spread of European/Western modernity from the beginning
of the 19th century up to the middle of the 20th century which resulted in the con-
finement of the shari’ah to the personal matters of the Muslims. The second devel-
opment consisted of the reversal of the process of modernization since the 1970s
which found its expression in the return of the shari’ah to the public domain of the
Muslim societies.

Ideas for reform of Islamic law, common in the modernizing Muslim countries
during the first half of the 20th century, were echoed in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
the inter-war period. Modernization of the Shari’a courts and Islamic law followed
the model applied in Bosnia during the Habsburg era and the path followed by
Muslim Middle Eastern countries. They were conducted by reformist-minded
Shari‘a judges, supported by the state authorities and met no resistance among
the Muslim population. Changes in social ethics, especially external symbols of
Islamic identity, however, were limited due to resistance from traditional circles
and a large portion of the Muslim population.
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