


The year 2020 has been symbolic for Malaysia as it was intended to achieve
‘Vision 2020’ — a developmental goal set forth in 1991.

Instead, it was hit with a political crisis and a change of government, the
outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) and a public health crisis, and an economic
crisis which ensued.

This work is a documentation of events and policy recommendations for the 100
days following the installation of a new government in March 2020, the mitigative
efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19 and the lasting economic impact on
the nation.

In this book, Liew Chin Tong contextualizes the collapse of the Pakatan
Harapan coalition and the new government’s political consolidation. He also
details insights on the administration of Malaysia’s Movement Control Order,
elaborating on institutional reforms and social and industrial policies he contin-
ues to advocate.

‘The Great Reset’ is a response to an unprecedented period for Malaysia in an
opportunity to correct structural issues exposed by the crises. The policy recom-
mendations are unique to Malaysia in the mid- to long-term, but replicable at its
basic tenet to any country in recovery from the global COVID-19 pandemic.

Liew Chin Tong was the Deputy Defence Minister from 17 July 2018 to
24 February 2020. He is a Senator in Dewan Negara.

He was first elected Member of Parliament for Bukit Bendera (2008-2013),
and was subsequently the Member of Parliament for Kluang (2013-2018).

Since 1999, Chin Tong has served DAP in various capacities and is now a
Member of its Central Executive Committee, serving as the National
Political Education Director.

Chin Tong graduated with a degree in Political Science and an honours
degree in Asian Studies from the Australian National University, and holds
an International Masters in Regional Integration from the Asia-Europe
Institute, University of Malaya.

Chin Tong is the Chairman of Research for Social Advancement (REFSA)
since 2012 and was the Executive Director of Penang Institute (previously
Socio-Economic and Environmental Research Institute, SERI, from
2009-2012). He was also formerly a Visiting Research Fellow at the

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore.
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