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“A must-read not only for those interested in Malaysian studies but also those who
are fascinated by Mahathir, who, in the eyes of many—Muslim taxi drivers in Europe
included—is a successful and truly modern Muslim democrat of international
stature, indeed a statesman.” —From the Foreword by Datuk Dr. Shamsul A. B.

“This vivid, engaging book makes an important contribution to the literature on
Islam and politics in Southeast Asia and represents a significant addition to the
scholarship on Islam and political thought in general. And now that Mahathir is
back in power, his take on religion is more timely than ever” —Timothy P. Daniels,
author of Living Sharia: Law and Practice in Malaysia (2017)

MAHATHIR MOHAMAD'S LEGACY as Malaysia’s longest serving prime minister (1981-
2003) is deeply controversial. His engagement with Islam, the religion of just over
half Malaysia’s population, has often been dismissed as partisan maneuvering. Yet
his willingness to countenance a more prominent place for Islam in government and
society is what distinguished him from other modernist politicians, and his instinct
to set Malaysian politics against the backdrop of the wider Muslim world was polit-
ically astute.

Author Sven Schottmann argues that Mahathir’s transformative effect on
Malaysia can only be fully appreciated if we also take him seriously as one of the
postcolonial Muslim world’s most significant political thought leaders. Schottmann
sees Mahathir’s representations of Islam as a relatively coherent discourse that can
legitimately be described as “Mahathir’s Islam.” This discourse contains Mahathir’s
assessment of the economic, political, and sociocultural problems facing the con-
temporary Muslim world and the range of solutions and corrective measures that he
proposed Muslims should adopt. His ideas contributed to Malaysia’s worsening state
of interethnic relations, yet his insistence that every Muslim had the right to speak
for Islam may have, paradoxically, prepared the ground for a future democratization
of Malaysian politics.

Mahathir’s Islam is based on rigorous analysis of Mahathir’s speeches, inter-
views, and writings, which the author is able to link to parallel processes elsewhere in
the Muslim world—Indonesia, the Middle East, Pakistan, Turkey, and diaspora com-
munities in the West. Mahathir’s Islamic discourse, Schottmann suggests, must be
read against the wider late twentieth-century resurgence of religion in general, and the
post-1970s Islamic revival in particular. Balanced in approach and engagingly writ-
ten, this book will be of interest to scholars and students of political science, religious
studies, and others interested in Malaysia, Southeast Asia, and Mahathir himself.
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