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PREFACE

In the last decade Malaysia has become a popular destination for visitors from all
over the world. They are drawn in ever increasing numbers by the country’s many and
varied attractions, whether historic sites like Melaka, tropical islands such as Pulau
Langkawi, or the virgin rain forests of Taman Negara and Sarawak.

At the same time Malaysia has caught the world’s attention because of the country’s
economic success. Malaysians are justifiably proud of their achievements and feel
confident that the goal of Vision 2020, developed status for Malaysia within thirty years,
will be realised.

This publication depicts the rich heritage of the Malaysian people and their land,
highlighting their past, their various cultures and religions, and their myths and legends,
while directing visitors to what they can see and do throughout the country. There has been
a need for such a publication for some time. Not only is it an invaluable guide for visitors
to our shores, it is also to be recommended for all Malaysians who want to know more
about their country. 1 would like to congratulate Wilmette Publications and Debbie and
David Cook for producing a book of this importance and quality.

—

DR. MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD
Kuala Lumpur

3rd January 1995
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