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SERIES PREFACE

This series is an introduction to the most important problems in the
writing and study of American history. Some of these problems have
been the subject of debate and argument for a long time, although
others only recently have been recognized as controversial. However,
in every case, the student will find a vital topic, an understanding of
which will deepen his knowledge of social change in America.

The scholars who introduce and edit the books in this series are
teaching historians who have written history in the same general area
as their individual books. Many of them are leading scholars in their
fields, and all have done important work in the collective search for
better historical understanding.

Because of the talent and the specialized knowledge of the individual
editors, a rigid editorial format has not been imposed on them. For
example, some of the cditors believe that primary source material is
necessary to their subjects. Some believe that their material should be
arranged to show conflicting interpretations. Others have decided to
use the selected materials as evidence for their own interpretations. The
individual editors have been given the freedom to handle their books
in the way that their own experience and knowledge indicate is best.
The overall result is a series built up from the individual decisions of
working scholars in the various fields, rather than one that conforms to
a uniform editorial decision.

A common goal (rather than a shared technique) is the bridge of this
series. There is always the desire to bring the reader as close to these
problems as possible. One result of this objective is an emphasis on
the nature and consequences of problems and events, with a de-emphasis
of the more purely historiographical issues. The goal is to involve the
student in the reality of crisis, the inevitability of ambiguity, and the
excitement of finding a way through the historical maze.

Above all, this series is designed to show students- how experienced
historians read and reason. Although health is not contagious, intellect-
ual engagement may be. If we show students something significant in
a phrase or a passage that they otherwise may have missed, we will have
accomplished part of our objective. When students see something that
passed us by, then the process will have been made whole. This active
and mutual involvement of editor and reader with a significant human
problem will rescue the study of history from the smell and feel of dust.

Loren Baritz
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