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xiv » Preface

imitate the Japanese or Germans. It is, rather, the story of how economic
life reflects, shapes, and underpins modern life itself.

A study that tries to compare and contrast different cultures with re-
spect to economic performance is an open invitation to insult virtually
everyone it touches upon. I have covered a great deal of ground in this
book, and I am sure that people more knowledgeable than I about the -
particular soeieties under discussion will be able to think of countless ob-
jections, exceptions, and contradictory pieces of evidence to the different
generalizations contained here. To those who feel I have misunderstood
their culture or, worse yet, said something slighting or belittling about it, I
apologize in advance.

I owe a debt of gratitude to many people. Three editors influenced the
book greatly: Erwin Glikes, who signed the book prior to his untimely
death in 1994; Adam Bellow of the Free Press, who saw it to completion;
and Peter Dougherty, who labored long hours to put the manuscript into
final shape. I also thank, for their help at various points along the way,
Michael Novak, Peter Berger, Seymour Martin Lipset, Amitai Etzioni,
Ezra Vogel, Atsushi Seike, Chie Nakane, Takeshi Ishida, Noritake
Kobayashi, Saburo Shiroyama, Steven Rhoads, Reiko Kinoshita, Mancur
Olson, Michael Kennedy, Henry S. Rowen, Clare Wolfowitz, Robert D.
Putnam, George Holmgren, Lawrence Harrison, David Hale, Wellington
K. K. Chan, Kongdan Oh, Richard Rosecrance, Bruce Porter, Mark Cor-
dover, Jonathan Pollack, Michael Swaine, Aaron Friedberg, Tamara
Hareven, and Michael Mochizuki. Abram Shulsky, as usual, contributed
greatly to the book’s conceptualization.

Once again, I am grateful to James Thomson and the RAND Corpo-
ration, which tolerated my presence as I was writing this book. I owe a
long-standing debt of gratitude to my literary agents, Esther Newberg
and Heather Schroder, who made both this and the volume that preced-
ed it possible. Much of the material covered in this book would never
have come to my attention but for the hard work of my research assis-
tants, Denise Quigley, Tenzing Donyo, and especially Chris Swenson,
who was of invaluable assistance through all phases of this study.

My wife, Laura, to whom the book is dedicated, has always been a
careful reader and critic, and helped enormously. She was a source of
great support throughout this effort.

Yoshia Fukuyama, my father, was a sociologist of religion, and passed
down to me several years ago his library of social science classics. After
resisting this perspective for many years, I think I now more fully under-



Preface - x®

stand his own interest in it. He read and commented on the manuscript,
but passed away before the book could be published. I hope he upder-
stood how much his own life’s interests are reflected here.

As previously , in lieu of thanks to a typist, I must express gratitude to
all of those ever-curious and inventive tinkerers and designers—many of
them immigrants—who made possible all of the software, computers,
and networking equipment on which production of this book depended.
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