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PREFACE

For this book I adopted two rules. There were to be no footnotes and all
arguments not essential to its chief conclusions but of interest or even
essential to the specialist were either to be put into smaller print to tell
the general reader that he might pass over them without missing points
on which the conclusions depended, or else were to be assembled in
appendices.

References to works cited or quoted are therefore usually indicated
simply by brief statements in brackets of the name of the author (where
not clear from the context) and the date of the work, followed after a
colon by page numbers where needed. These refer to the list of
authorities quoted at the end of the volume. Where a later edition of a
work has been used, this is indicated by the latter of the dates given in
the form 1786/1973, where the former date refers to the original edition.

It would be impossible to name the obligations one has incurred in
the course of a long life of study even if one were to list all the works
from which one has acquired one’s knowledge and opinions, and stiil
more impossible to list in a bibliography all the works one knows one
ought to have studied in order to claim competence in a field as wide as
that with which the present work deals. Nor can I hope to list all the
personal obligations I have incurred during the many years my efforts
were directed towards what was fundamentally the same goal. I wish,
however, to express my deep gratitude to Miss Charlotte Cubitt, who
has served as my assistant throughout the period that this work was in
preparation and without whose dedicated help it never could have been
completed; and also to Professor W. W. Bartley, III, of the Hoover
Institution, Stanford University, who — when I fell ill for a time, just
prior to the completion of the final draft — took this volume in hand and
prepared it for the publishers.

F. A. Hayek
Freiburg im Breisgau
April 1988
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