TIME FOR
TAKEQFF

THE PHILIPPINES IS READY
FOR COMPETITIVE PERFORMANCE
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC

"»,#ﬁ

S,




1

/0 H.E. Crpme PniaTorn  Datuk Son Do, lusatlin

TAl_m_oFF

THEPHILIPPINES 1S READY
FOR COMPETITIVE PERFORMANCE
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC

FIDELV.RAMOS

A third collection of speechesﬁ .
" IJV\/ 7+

by the President of the Republic
of the Philippines

PUSTAKA PERDAN

NN ]

Published by the F d fSt ady Eddie




Contents

PREFACE ..o vii

I  GEARINGUPFOR GROWTH
Time for takeoff ...........cccvvvniii 1
Excellence: the in-thing ... 5
Gearing up for growth .........ccccveivninie, 11
Economicrecovery hasbegun ..o 16
Springboard for 1994 ..ot 27
Join our march to progress..........c.ccovvviniviicniineniinencnnnns 39
Our common stake in development ............cccccviiininnes 45

I THEPROMISE OF THE PACIFIC

I

Neighbors, relatives, partners ............ccveevviriiicncnnnnen. 52
Vietnam and Asean—Reinforcing cooperation .............. 58
Sharing information ...........c.cceeveenivcrnnininenneeeneerenenes 64
The new Philippines in the Asia-Pacificera ..................... 68
ANEW PARTNERSHIP

A global alliance for democracy ...........covecvcueiririienann. 76
Sharing in the Filipino dream .........cccccovvvincinininnnnnnn. 84

PORTFOLIO: THE PHILIPPINES IN THE PACIFIC

Battlefields of the future ...........ccooccvniicniiicinnn, 90
West Point’s role in the Philippines............ccococcevuninnnnneee. 93

The Philippinesis back ..o, 100



vi CONTENTS

Weare partners and f-gifends ........................................... 107
Sharing in peace and growth ..., 117
Mission accomplished ... 126

IV DEVELOPMENT AND THE NATIONAL SPIRIT

The imperative of spiritual empowerment..................... 133
Empowering our barangays ...........cceceveenininnnnninnes 136
The knowledge frontier ...........ocooveveveieeieniiienne, 142
A culture of hONesty .........coeieviinininiiicias 150
Honoring world-class Filipino talent ..............ccocoevnnn 156
Customs at the crossroads ..o 160
Women lawyersin development ............ccoovvvviiiinnnns 166
Human rights and our indigenous people .................... 173
Back toDaSICS ..vvvveeriviiiiiiiiiiciiici e 176
From revolution to resolution ............ccevevernveniinninens 182
Rotary’s call for faith and action ............ccceeeeveeieneinnnn. 189
Guardians of our martial tradition ...........cceevviiiienns 195
APPENDICES

The arec Leaders’ Conference .........ocooeeienininnennne. 199
Continuing coOPeration ...........ueeevererinesiersiisienenennnns 209
A new partnership .......ccovvnneeiiininceen 212



Preface

HE SPEECHES in this third volume—Tlike the first two—gather

around a common theme. This time it is our country’s
rebirth from crisis. We Filipinos are back in business at the
heart of the world’s fastest-growing region. Once again we're
ready to pull our weight in East Asian cooperation—and to
account for ourselves in the world.

Our time for takeoff has not come too soon. For us to
achieve self-sustaining growth is desperately urgent—not
only because we lag badly in East Asia’s race for development
but because our patient people have endured their poverty
much too long.

My Administration has focused both domestic and foreign
policy on economic growth. At home we have sensitized
economic policy to the well-being of the majority among us
who are without the means to lead decent and useful lives.
Abroad we now count our membership in AsEAN as our fore-
most commitment. In November I attended the first leaders’
meeting of ApEc—Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation—in
Seattle. In Washington President Bill Clinton and I inaugu-
rated a new partnership between our countries.

We have committed our country to the asean Free Trade
Area—and to its ideal of open regionalism. And we are rede-
fining our concept of nationalism. Far too long, Filipino na-
tionalism has been introspective and unsure of itself.

In the postwar period, we had mistakenly equated nation-
alism with economic self-sufficiency, and shut our doors against
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foreign mvesnpgnt and multinational industry. Meanwhile
our vigorous \%éighbors were measuring themselves against
the bestin theworld.

Over the past 20 months, we have painstakingly prepared
the ground for takeoff. We have restored political stability.
We are agreed on an economic vision for our country; and we
have reached a consensus on the structural reforms to make
that vision of “Philippines 2000” a reality.

Best of all, we have regained our national sense of purpose.
We have arrested the decline of the national spirit which had
so demoralized our people.

We have also redefined the relationship between Govern-
ment and the private sector. If the State was the monkey on the
back of business, now it is determined to create the climate in
which individual enterprise can flourish. It sees its job as
providing effective government—to establish the rule of law,
and to build the infrastructure that business cannot build for
itself.

. We acknowledge the power of self-interest in generating
development. But we also insist the pursuit of profit must be
mitigated by a sense of civic responsibility. We regard private
wealth as a public stewardship. We Filipinos have always
accepted that people with more are obliged to help people with
less—in recognition of a common humanity. This traditional
moral code we shall make a principle of public policy.

The way ahead is clear. We must do what our neighbors
did—modernize without giving up our cultural values; de-
velop on our own terms. Confidently, in unity of purpose, and
trusting in God’s grace, let us go to meet our destiny.

FmoreL V.

Malacafiang
18 March 1994
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