Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah

Part 1
Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah was born on 29 July 1953 to a Eurasian family in Kuala Lumpur. She is the eldest of four siblings. She spent most of her childhood years in Petaling Jaya, where she received her primary and secondary education at Assunta School between 1960 and 1970.

After completing her secondary education, she joined the hospitality industry, working in renowned establishments including Kuala Lumpur Hilton and Pan Pacific Hotel. Her years with the industry had enabled her to gain wide experience in the areas of management, administration, sales, marketing and procurement.

She left the hospitality industry to become Supervisor of the official residence of the Deputy Prime Minister and later as Manager of Seri Perdana Complex. She was noted to be an efficient organiser, helping to organise many local and international events at the residence.

A devoted mother, she has two lovely daughters Nadiah Kimie and Nadene Kimie from her previous marriage. She married Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah on 9 June 2007. As the Prime Minister’s wife, Datin Seri Jeanne assumes an official position in a number of organisations, including:

-Head of the Association of Wives of Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries (BAKTI)

-Patron of Wives of Civil Servants and Women Civil Servants Association (PUSPANITA)

-Patron of the Warrior's Day Campaign 

She was conferred “Darjah Utama Negeri Melaka” (DUNM) from Tuan Yang Terutama Yang di-Pertua Negeri Melaka, which carries the title “Datuk Seri Utama” on 30 June 2007. 

On 8 December 2007, Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah was appointed as the new Chancellor of OUM. (www.oum.edu.my)
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Born Jeanne Danker on 29 July 1953 in Kuala Lumpur to a Roman Catholic Portuguese-Eurasian family, she was the eldest of four siblings. She is an alumnus of Assunta Secondary School in Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Jeanne later converted to Islam at the age of 25, when she married her first husband, Othman Mahmood, who was the younger brother of Abdullah's first wife, Endon Mahmood.

Jeanne worked in the hotel management field at major hotels including Kuala Lumpur Hilton and the Pan Pacific Hotel. At one point, she was supervisor of the Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister's official residence while Abdullah Badawi was Deputy Prime Minister, and became the manager of Seri Perdana, the Prime Minister's residence, when Abdullah assumed the premiership. 

Jeanne has two daughters, Nadiah Kimie, 29 and Nadene Kimie, 27 from her previous marriage. Nadiah runs a visual communications company in Kuala Lumpur. Nadene is involved in the fashion industry, dealing with fashion-related and lifestyle projects.
On 9 June 2007 she was escorted in a Proton Chancellor car bearing the Prime Minister’s favourite license number 13, by police from her home in Damansara Perdana to be married to Abdullah Badawi at a private ceremony attended by close family members at the Prime Minister's official residence, Seri Perdana in Putrajaya. The bride-to-be arrived at around 2.20 pm. Among the wedding guests which included some 50 relatives were Abdullah’s daughter, Nori, daughter-in-law Azrene Abdullah, his four grandchildren, Jeanne’s two daughters, her father Mathew Danker and Endon’s nine surviving brothers and sisters. Also present at the private wedding were Yayasan Budi Penyayang executive officer Leela Mohd Ali, Abdullah’s private secretary Datuk Mohamed Thajudeen Abdul Wahab, his brother-in-law Telekom Malaysia Bhd chairman Tan Sri Muhammad Radzi Mansor and wife Puan Sri Aizah Mahmood.

The marriage was solemnised in the surau of Seri Perdana by the Imam from the Putra Mosque of Putrajaya, Haji Abd Manaf Mat, at 2.50pm and was witnessed by the prime minister's son, Kamaluddin, and son-in-law, Khairy Jamaluddin. Abdullah slipped a solitaire diamond ring onto Jeanne's left ring finger and kissed her on the cheek. Jeanne then slipped a wedding band on Abdullah’s finger before taking his hands together into hers and kissing them. Upon marriage, she was referred to by the female version of her husband's honorific title, Dato' Seri, which is Datin Seri.

Later in the evening, Abdullah and Jeanne visited Endon's grave which is located at the Taman Selatan Muslim cemetery in Precinct 20 of Putrajaya.

Her first official engagement as the wife of the Prime Minister was when she accompanied Abdullah to Brunei on 11 June 2007 to attend a banquet hosted by Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei in conjunction with the wedding of the Sultan’s fourth daughter Anak Puteri Hajah Majeedah Nuurul Bulqiah to Pengiran Khairul Khalil Pengiran Syed Haji Jaafar

At a press conference after the engagement was announced, Abdullah stated he had known her for about two decades, as she had been his sister-in-law; Jeanne had been married to Othman Mahmood, who was the younger brother of Abdullah's first wife, Endon Mahmood. Abdullah also denied that Endon had asked him to marry Jeanne, but said Endon had loved her as "Otherwise she would not have asked her to manage our official residence".[3] Abdullah also said that there would be no bersanding ceremony or hantaran (exchange of wedding gifts) as this was not his first marriage.[2]
Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah was recently made Open University Malaysia's second chancellor. The first was Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood Ambak, the Prime Minister's first wife before passing away. (www.wikipedia.org)
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Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah

Biography

YANG AMAT BERBAHAGIA DATIN SERI JEANNE ABDULLAH,

Wife of Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah Haji Ahamd Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia

Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah was born on 29 July 1953 to a Eurasian family in Kuala Lumpur. She is the eldest of four siblings. She spent most of her childhood years in Petaling Jaya, where she received her primary and secondary education at Assunta School between 1960 and 1970.

After completing her secondary education, she joined the hospitality industry, working in renowned establishments including Kuala Lumpur Hilton and Pan Pacific Hotel. Her years with the industry had enabled her to gain wide experience in the areas of management, administration, sales, marketing and procurement.

She left the hospitality industry to become Supervisor of the official residence of the Deputy Prime Minister and later as Manager of Seri Perdana complex. She was noted to be an efficient organizer, helping to organise many local and international events at the residence.

A devoted mother, she has two lovely daughters Nadiah Kimie and Nadene Kimie from her previous marriage. She married Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah on 9 June 2007.

As the Prime Minister’s wife, Datin Seri Jeanne assumes an official position in number of organisations, including: 

· Head of the Association of Wives of Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries (BAKTI).

· Patron of Wives of Civil Servants and Women Civil Servants Association (PUSPANITA)

· Patron of the Warrior’s Day Campaign

She was conferred “Darjah Utama Negeri Melaka” (DUNM) from Tuan Yang TerutamaYang Di-Pertua Negeri Melaka, which carries the title “Datuk Seri Utama” on 30 June 2007.

Empowering Women

Over the past few decades, women in Malaysia have made several great strides towards self- empowerment through their participation in various sectors of the economy. The stereotypical perception that a woman’s rightful place is in the home is now being challenged as women continue to be successful in their career as well as looking after the family. 

Malaysian women have come a long way days of being subservient homemakers. In today ‘s society, women are not seen but heard as they continue to make inroads in areas once dominated by men.

It is acknowledged that education plays an important role in changing the role of women throughout the world. However, in some countries accessibility to higher education may be an issue due to technological or socio-economic barrier. In Malaysia, accessibilities is not really an issue as the public is more aware of the opportunities available, in terms of educational institutions offering distance education programmes as well as institutions providing funds for higher education. 

The contributions of women in socio-economic development have helped alleviate the problems of poverty, illiteracy and disease control. Women’s innate capacity to multi-task as well as their sense of commitment made them assets to assets to both organizations and institutions alike. Within the confines of their families, women have a unique ability to positively impact the lives of those under their care. By giving the opportunity for women to excel in higher education, we are indirectly creating a knowledge society. 

The Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER), a Government initiative to address poverty and improve rural incomes, greatly impressed Datin Seri Jeanne. By pooling resources, the Government assists women to reap the fruits of their labour through the planting of selected crops, which helps boost their potential income.

Gifted children from poor families have been given a life line via the Association of Wives of Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries (BAKTI), which initiated a project to assists these children achieve academic excellence through the provision of free tuition and books.

Similarly, she finds the involvement of women in non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have made a significant difference to the lies of the disadvantaged.

Datin Seri Jeanne strongly believes that by educating women, the whole community benefits. 

Passion 

Working the soil is a favourite past time of Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah. She fondly recalls her younger days when her family would plant trees in their garden. According to Datin Seri Jeanne, one of the joys of gardening is watching your efforts bear fruit.

Becoming the Prime Minister’s wife has certainly not dampened her passion for gardening. A a hands-on person, she loves tending the garden when time permit. Currently, she is in the midst of recreating the garden at Seri Perdana by planting various vegetable, fruits and ulam. She also likes planting tomatoes, melons, cucumbers and kailans. 

To Datin Seri Jeanne, growing an edible garden is two-fold pleasure-fresh fruits, herbs and vegetables for the table, as well as a landscape pleasing to eye as several ulam varieties have beautiful flowers. Her favourite tree in her garden, the asam gelugor tree, provides a wonderful shady respite from the midday sun. This is the first tree she goes to when visiting her beautiful garden. She is convinced that those who tend to their gardens are the happiest people in the world.

Datin Seri Jeanne hopes that every village will champion the mass production of selected herbs or vegetables, thus creating a steady supply to wholesalers, making it more economical for distribution throughout the country. This will in turn help to improve their livelihood.

As the country is blessed with various herbs with medicinal properties, Malaysians are beginning to realize the importance of cultivating these plants. The advent of biotechnology has provided a breakthrough in the potential of these plants. In one of her visits to a local village, she was delighted to see the womenfolk growing pegaga and other various herbs can be a very good source of income.

In order to bring gardening to a higher level, Datin Sri Jeanne recommends continuous lifelong education for these villagers. Agricultural experts should end a helping hand to teach them proper methods for planting and creating a beautiful and bountiful garden.

Apart from her interests in gardening Datin Seri Jeanne is passionate about floristry and gift presentation. She also a sports enthusiast and a keen follower of football, netball, hockey and golf.

Strengthening The Family Institution

In a progressive nation such as ours, dual income families are fast becoming the norm. as they strive to improve their standards of living they also need to cope with bringing up their children albeit by relying on others.

Datin Seri Jeanne strongly believes that mothers play a central role in keeping the family together. Mother look after the need of every member of the family. They comfort others in-need and encourage children to live up their potential. They are in a position to develop and nurture positive family values into their children which transcends into the community that they belong. 

The importance of spending quality time among family members cannot be understated. Very often those who feel neglected at home may soon find their source of comfort elsewhere. Social ills evolve when family members no longer care about the effects their actions have on others.

Mothers are naturally endowed with the ability to appreciate the strengths, weaknesses and the uniqueness of each child. By creating a positive environment at home, they can encourage each child to reach to his or her potential. 

Datin Seri Jeanne advocates that parents should not impose their preference of a cereer onto their children, but rather to encourage them to pursue their ambitions. 

She believes that every profession can be financially rewarding provided there is a strong commitment and the desire to excel. As it is there have been success stories of Malaysians who have succeeded in putting the country on the world map, be it in the areas of business, sports, fashion and others.

A strong family institution is often built on the premise that everyone shares a set of common values. When these values are strongly anchored on firm ground, communities grow and the country prospers. 

Lifelong Learning 

Many of Datin Seri Jeanne’s close friends will attest to her professionalism when carrying out her responsibilities. The secret to her efficiency lies in her belief that “there is a system in everything” in her opinion. Without a proper system, quality will be compromised.

This system-thinking approach can be acquired through work experience as well as lifelong learning. She hopes that more educational institutions in Malaysia will conduct vocation course for those without formal academic qualifications. She is confident that womenfolk from the villages, among others, will benefit greatly from exposure to advancements in agricultural technology and methods.

Datin Seri Jeanne also firmly believes that everyone has the capacity to reach his or her potential with proper training and coaching. He admires those who are open to new ideas, knowledge and experiences. Trough her own experience mentoring and coaching her former staff, a technician at Seri Perdana is now competent in floral arrangement. 

Datin Seri Jeanne said that many of our youth have limited understanding of what makes a successful career. For example, careers in tailoring or gardening may not require a tertiary qualification, yet through the process of lifelong learning, hard work and dedication, they may prove to be financially rewarding besides being reorganized by leaders in the field. 

In order to be a leader in one’s chosen field, creativity must be nurtured as it differentiates one’s product or services from that of the competitor. So is the sense of pride in one’s vocation. Being creative also means that one still work with limited resources. As necessity is the mother of invention, so too is innovativeness as a means to stay ahead of the competition. It is through lifelong learning that one’s mind is truly open to all possibilities.

(Sumber - Empowering women, through education, Open University Malaysia Publisher, 2007)
