Datin Seri Endon Mahmood
Part 1

The first Chancellor was the late YBhg Datin Seri Endon Mahmood (the wife of Prime Minister Dato' Seri Abdullah Badawi) who was appointed on 16 December 2004

Datin Paduka Seri Endon binti Mahmood (December 24, 1940 – October 20, 2005) was the first wife of the current Prime Minister of Malaysia, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. She died from breast cancer on October 20, 2005. She was also known as Kak Endon.

Endon was born to Datuk Mahmood Ambak, a Malay, and Datin Mariam Abdullah, a Japanese. Endon had ten other siblings, including her twin sister Noraini as well as other sisters Nonni, Rahmah and Aizah. She was born in Klang, Selangor on 24 December 1940.

Endon's father worked as a mining assistant in the Department of Mines, and subsequently transferred to Perak to help oversee about 60 mines in the district of Kampar. Endon spent much of her childhood days in Kampar and received her early education at the Anglo-Chinese School, now Methodist National Type Primary School. She later went on to attend St Mary’s secondary school in Kuala Lumpur.

Endon met Abdullah while she was working at the Federal Establishment Office (now the Public Service Department) in the 1960s and they were married in 1965. Endon later retired from civil service in 1976.

Together with Abdullah, Endon had two children: son Kamaluddin, a business tycoon (married to Azrene) and a daughter, Nori (married to Khairy Jamaluddin). Both Abdullah and Endon had four grandchildren.

Endon is noted for her contributions to traditional fabric art such as the batik and songket. For example, she launched Campaigns and exhibitions such as the "Batik Extravaganza" which was held in early December 2003 and the Malaysian Batik Movement, "Creation For The World". She was also a patron of the theatre.

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia conferred Endon Mahmood the Honorary Doctorate in Humanities in August 2004.

Endon was also conferred the Tun Fatimah Award by the National Council of Women's Organisation on August 24, 2004 for her service to the community.

Endon underwent a radical mastectomy on April 18, 2002, which was followed by 33 sessions of radiation and a series of physiotherapy sessions at St. John’s. Endon discovered she had breast cancer in 2003 while her twin sister Noraini who had earlier been diagnosed with the disease died in January 2003. Endon later left for St. John’s Medical Centre in Los Angeles, California for treatment, and again in June this year for Abraxane chemotherapy, which has yet to be introduced to Malaysia. Endon later received further chemotherapy treatment in the United States and returned to Malaysia on October 2, 2005. She was later brought home to Seri Perdana to be with her family after spending two weeks in Putrajaya Hospital.

On October 20, 2005, Endon died after a long battle with breast cancer. She died at 7.55 a.m. The funeral was conducted at the Prime Minister's residence and the Putra Mosque (where the funeral prayers are conducted), both in Putrajaya. Endon was buried at the Muslim cemetery in Taman Selatan, Precinct 20, Putrajaya. (Sumber- www.wikipedia.org) 
Part 2

Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood is the wife of the Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah Hj. Ahmad Badawi, the fifth Prime Minister of Malaysia. 

One of the identical twins born to Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Mahmood Ambak and Yang Berbahagia Datin Mariam Abdullah on 24 December 1940, Datin Paduka Seri Endon received her primary education at Sekolah Kebangsaan Methodist (then the Anglo-Chinese School) in Kampar, Perak and her secondary education at St. Mary’s Secondary Girls’ School, Kuala Lumpur. 

She is the President of the Association of Wives of Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers (BAKTI), Founder and Chairman of Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia (PENYAYANG) and Patron of various charitable organisations, namely National Child Friendly Healthcare Association of Malaysia; Young Women Writers Association; Girl Guides Malaysia; Association of Wives of Civil Servants and Women Civil Servants (PUSPANITA) and Friends of Cochlea Implant Users Association. She devotes her time to social, community and charity works, particularly to the welfare and well-being of women and children. 

She has successfully spearheaded several international welfare projects, namely The Bosnia Relief Fund, The North Korean Children’s Fund and The Kosovo Welfare Fund. On 24 August 2004, she was bestowed the Pingat Tun Fatimah by Her Royal Highness Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauziah Tengku Abdul Rashid at the National Women’s Day dinner, to honour her contributions to society and community development. 

With her hands-on approach, she offers excellent leadership to the community and charity projects that she is involved in. Apart from her untiring efforts at charity works, she is also a strong supporter for the arts and crafts, often willing to lend a hand in their promotion. Her love for preserving local heritage is evident in her private collection of artefacts, garments and household items. 

She has been conferred various awards, which include Seri Paduka Mahkota Selangor (SPMS), Darjah Kebesaran Sri Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang (SSAP) Yang Amat Mulia - Peringkat Pertama and Ahli Yang Kehormat Yang Pertama (Seri Paduka) Bagi Darjah Kebesaran Mahkota Kelantan Yang Amat Mulia (SPMK). 

She has also been conferred an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities by Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM). 


Chairman of Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia

Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia (PENYAYANG) is a foundation incorporated for the purpose of receiving donations or subscriptions and to administer such funds for education, public welfare, research, health, medical and other charitable causes for the benefit of needy Malaysians, irrespective of colour, race or creed.

Message by Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood, Chairman of PENYAYANG 

PENYAYANG was established on 4 August 2000 to ensure that Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s active involvement in charity and community development projects is continuous and sustainable. PENYAYANG’s aim is not only in extending financial aid to the less fortunate but also in enabling Malaysians to realise their full potential to be productive and responsible citizens. This is achieved through the extension of effective and suitable aid, whether in the form of money, education, skills training or support. 

Under the auspices of PENYAYANG are a number of Kelab Penyayang in public institutions of higher learning which aim to instil the spirit of voluntarism amongst undergraduates. Every Kelab Penyayang provides support to welfare homes or institutions such as orphanages, old folks homes or other homes for the underprivileged. By getting involved, undergraduates are able to understand the management and operations of the institutions. Such involvement would later enable them to serve in voluntary capacities when they start working. The formation of Kelab Penyayang serves as a catalyst in the development of a caring society or ‘masyarakat penyayang’ in line with Vision 2020. 

Following the successful implementation of Kelab Penyayang at public institutions of higher learning, Datin Paduka Seri Endon has recently urged private institutions to follow suit. 

The ultimate aim of this programme, which is also my hope, is for students to spread the message of caring at their workplaces once they have graduated.
Excerpt from speech after receiving the Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from Universiti Teknologi Malaysia in August 2004 

PENYAYANG has its own volunteer corps which is Sahabat opportunity to volunteer their services through PENYAYANG’s activities. At the same time, this corps enables PENYAYANG to avail itself of relevant and appropriate human resources to implement its numerous community projects, such as its Hospital Visits Programme, Special Assistance Programme, Intellectual Discourse Sessions and Programmes for Special People. 

Datin Paduka Seri Endon attributes her love for the nyonya kebaya to her parents. It can be said that her father’s impeccable dressing and grooming influenced her interest in clothes and instilled in her the awareness as well as her need to be welldressed and appropriately attired. 

Her quest to preserve the charm of the nyonya kebaya has led the First Lady to collect over 200 pieces of kebaya. 

Having undertaken some thorough research on her own, she discovered not only how the nyonya kebaya evolved from the baju panjang but also the various styles of kebaya, the high level of imagination and craftsmanship involved in the making of the kebaya and the fascinating aspects of the ‘nyonya look’ such as how the use of accessories and jewellery can enhance the appearance of the nyonya kebaya. 

This step into the international fashion arena is not incidental, but an outcome of relentless and vigorous efforts, spearheaded by the First Lady herself. After the successful revival of the nyonya kebaya, Datin Paduka Seri Endon embarked on sharing another passion – batik. 

Indeed, her relentless efforts in promoting the nyonya kebaya and batik have placed these two items in the fore of Malaysian fashion. Both the nyonya kebaya and batik. 

Today, her signature style and innate elegance has made Datin Paduka Seri Endon an icon for fashion. Her great passions in life – the nyonya kebaya and batik, coupled with her proactive approach, has propelled the Malaysian fashion industry to greater heights. 

It is Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s desire to transform Malaysian batik into a glorious ‘living heritage’. She hopes that the convention will help to develop an international network of batik enthusiasts and foster closer ties among batik producing countries by creating a forum for batik craft and people in the industry. (Sumber- www.oum.edu.my)
Part 3 
Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Paduka Seri Endon dilahirkan pada 24 Disember 1940 di Jalan Klang Lama, Selangor (kini Kuala Lumpur). Beliau mendirikan rumah tangga dengan Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi yang kini merupakan Perdana Menteri Malaysia yang kelima. Mereka dikurniai dua orang anak iaitu Nori dan Kamaluddin.


Datin Paduka Seri Endon mendapat pendidikan awal di sekolah Methodist Kampar (yang kemudiannya bertukar nama menjadi Anglo- Chinese School) dan Sekolah Menengah St. Mary, Kuala Lumpur. Beliau telah berkhidmat dengan Perkhidmatan Awam Malaysia dan jawatan terakhir yang dipegang sebelum bersara secara pilihan ialah Setiausaha kepada Ketua Pengarah Perkhidmatan Awam.


Kini, sebagai isteri Perdana Menteri Malaysia, beliau lebih banyak menumpukan perhatian kepada kegiatan sukarela dan kemasyarakatan. Beliau memegang jawatan sebagai Yang Dipertua BAKTI, Pengerusi Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia dan Penaung PUSPANITA Kebangsaan. Selain itu, beliau menjadi penaung kepada beberapa pertubuhan lain, iaitu Persatuan Pandu Puteri Malaysia, PERTIWI, PUSPANITA Kementerian Dalam Negeri, PUSPANITA Kementerian Kewangan, Persatuan Penulis Wanita Malaysia dan Persatuan Penyayang Pesakit Kanser.


Beliau juga telah menghasilkan dua buah karya, iaitu The Nyonya Kebaya pada tahun 2002 terbitan The Writers’ Publishing House, Kuala Lumpur, dan The Nyonya Kebaya- A Century of Straits Chinese Costume pada tahun 2004 terbitan Periplus. Datin Paduka Seri Endon telah menggerakkan semula minat dan perkembangan perusahaan batik di Malaysia dan menganjurkan Pertandingan Piala Seri Endon. Beliau juga telah mengadakan pameran kebaya Nyonya di Balai Seni Lukis Negara sempena Persidangan NAM pada tahun 2003.


Beliau telah dikurniai bintang Seri Paduka Mahkota Selangor Kelas Pertama (S.P.M.S.) oleh DYMM Sultan Selangor yang membawa gelaran ‘Datin Paduka Seri’ dan Darjah Kebesaran Sri Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang (S.S.A.P.) oleh DYMM Sultan Pahang yang membawa gelara ‘Dato’ Seri’. Pada tahun 2004, beliau dianugerahkan darjah kebesaran Seri Paduka Mahkota Kelantan (S.P.M.K.) daripada Sultan Kelantan yang membawa gelaran ‘Dato’. (Sumber- Biografi Tokoh Wanita Malaysia PERTIWI, 2004)
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Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood is the wife of the Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Seri Abdullah Hj. Ahmad Badawi, the fifth Prime Minister of Malaysia.
One of the identical twins born to Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Mahmood Ambak and Yang Berbahagia Datin Mariam Abdullah on 24 December 1940, Datin Paduka Seri Endon received her primary education at Sekolah Kebangsaan Methodist (then the Anglo-Chinese School) in Kampar, Perak and her secondary education at St. Mary’s Secondary Girls’ School, Kuala Lumpur.

She is the President of the Association of Wives of Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers (BAKTI), Founder and Chairman of Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia (PENYAYANG) and Patron of various charitable organizations, namely National Child Friendly Healthcare Association of Malaysia, Young Women Writers’ Association; Girl Guides Malaysia; Association of Wives of Civil Servants and Women Civil Servants (PUSPANITA) and Friends of Cochlea Implant Users Association.

She devotes her time to social, community and charity works, particularly to the welfare and well-being of women and children. She has successfully spearheaded several international welfare projects, namely The Bosnia Relief Fund, The North Korean Children’s Fund and The Kosovo Welfare Fund. On 24 August 2004, she was bestowed the Pingat Tun Fatimah by Her Royal Highness Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauziah Tengku Abdul Rashid at the National Women’s Day dinner, to honour her contributions to society and community development.

With her hands-on approach, she offers excellent leadership to the community and charity projects that she is involved in. Apart from her untiring efforts at charity works, she is also strong supporter for the arts and crafts, often willing to lend a hand in their promotion. Her love for preserving local heritage is evident in her private collection of artifacts, garments and household items.
She has been conferred various awards, which include Seri Paduka Mahkota Selangor (SPMS), Darjah Kebesaran Sri Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang (SSAP) Yang Amat Mulia- Peringkat Pertama and Ahli Kehormat Yang Pertama (Seri Paduka) Bagi Darjah Kebesaran Mahkota Kelantan Yang Amat Mulia (SPMK). She has also been conferred an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities by Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM). 

Caring

Chairman Of Yayasan Budi Penyayang Malaysia
PENYAYANG was established on 4 August 2000 to ensure that Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s active involvement in charity and community development projects is continuous and sustainable. PENYAYANG’s aim is not only in extending financial aid less fortunate but also in enabling Malaysians to realize their full potential to be productive and responsible citizens. This is achieved through the extension of effective and suitable aid, whether in the form of money, education, skills training or support.

Under the auspices of PENYAYANG are a number of Kelab Penyayang in public institutions of higher learning which aim to instill the spirit of voluntarism amongst undergraduates. Every Kelab Penyayang provides support to welfare homes or institutions such as orphanages, old folks’ homes or other homes for the underprivileged. By getting involved, undergraduates are able to understand the management and operations of the institutions. Such involvement would later enable them to serve in voluntary capacities when they start working. The formation of Kelab Penyayang serves as a catalyst in the development of caring society or ‘masyarakat penyayang’ in line with Vision 2020. Following the successful implementation of Kelab Penyayang at public institutions of higher learning, Datin Paduka Seri Endon has recently urged private institutions to follow suit.
PENYAYANG has its own volunteer corps which is SAHABAT PENYAYANG. It offers interested and committed Malaysian the opportunity to volunteer their services through PENYAYANG’s activities. At the same time, this corps enables PENYAYANG to avail itself of relevant and appropriate human resource to implement its numerous community projects, such as its Hospital Visit Programme, Special Assistance Programme, Intellectual Discourse Sessions and Program for Special People.

Instilling Strong Family Values
Family plays a crucial part in Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s life. A mother of two and grandmother of four, she and her husband, Dato’ Seri Abdullah Hj. Ahmad Badawi, are a loving and affectionate couple. Their family, comprising son Kamaluddin and daughter Nori, daughter-in-law Azrene Abdullah and son-in-law Khairy Jamaluddin, and grandchildren Alya, Arif, Amira and Ahmad, is close-knit and supportive of one another.

Firmly believing that family is the foundation that would strengthen society, Datin Paduka Seri Endon is keen to instill strong family values in society by strengthening the family institution. She believes in promoting and nurturing family cohesion and togetherness as the basis for developing Malaysia into a dynamic nation.

In light of the numerous social ill affecting the nation, there is constant need for parents to inculcate positive values, attitudes and thinking in the family. Parents also need to cultivate and practice positives qualities in their everyday lives to inspire their children to emulate good behaviour. ‘Young people have an important role in creating a wholesmone family’. Datin Paduka Seri Endon said when launching the ‘Wholesome Family: The Pulse of the Nation’ campaign and essay competition on 21 September 2004 in Kuala Lumpur. 

Promoting strong family values in society has been premise of PENYAYANG and its ‘Wholesome Family; The Pulse of the Nation’ nationwide campaign. This campaign, launched in 2001 by Dato’ Seri Abdullah Hj. Ahamd Badawi, aims to promote and nurture the development of wholesome families to ensure the development and sustenance of Malaysia as a dynamic and progressive nation. Promoting and instilling universal family values; strengthening and enhancing interaction within families and communities; promoting the development  of wholesome families, which will contribute towards the building of a caring society and propagating the importance of the family unit are the main objectives of this campaign. To date, carnivals held in Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Perak and Melaka have seen the participation of families in entertaining, interactive and wholesome activities.

Living in a multiracial country like Malaysia, Datin Paduka Seri Endon strongly believes that parents must lead by example and show children the importance of forging friendship with peers from different racial, cultural and religious backgrounds. Parents must build greater rapport with neighbors, colleagues and friends from diverse backgrounds in order for children to understand and appreciate the importance of integration.
Datin Paduka Seri Endon stresses that values such as integrity, honesty, fairness, tolerance, respect and diligence must be upheld, more so in a world that is constantly changing. These values provide the foundation upon which children can build proper ethics.

Pivotal Role Of Women
Central to the theme of a strong family unit is the role played by women in society. Datin Paduka Seri Endon firmly believes that women are the backbone to the society’s development, progress and advancement. As wives and mothers, women have the power to build a harmonious and happy society through the right nurturing of the family institution. By doing so, they play a crucial role in overcoming social problems through the creation of caring and strong family units. A happy family will help form a strong society and contribute to the nation’s development. 

Supporting Cancer Awareness
Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s personal battle against breast cancer has prompted her to spread greater awareness about the disease. It has become her crusade to ensure that women suffering from breast cancer receive the due care and support they sorely need in order to pull through their ordeal.

Her plans with PENYAYANG include the setting up of Penyayang Pesakit Kanser (PKK) in collaboration with Putrajaya Hopital to provide counseling and aftercare services to cancer patients to stay in during their treatments. In addition, PKK provides free chemotherapy ports for needy patients. A shop where breast cancer patients can buy items to enhance their personal appearance is part of its ongoing efforts.

To offer support to breast cancer patients nationwide, Datin Paduka Seri Endon has also propagated in improvement of follow-up services such as physiotherapy in hospitals across the country.

At the launch of the Breast cancer Congress in April 2003, the First Lady expressed that Malaysia is giving breast cancer due importance through the dissemination of accurate and authoritative information about cancer. She is glad that breast cancer continues to be features prominently in the media and political agenda, signifying the nation’s seriousness in educating the public about it. 

Sharing

Nyonya Kebaya 
Datin Paduka Seri Endon ATTRIBUTES HER LOVE FOR THE NYONYA KEBAYA TO HER PARENTS. HER MOTHER, DATIN Mariam Abdullah, used to wear the kebaya, while her father, Dato’ mahmood Ambak, was meticulous in his attire and grooming. It can be said that her father’s impeccable dressing influenced her interest in clothes and instilled in her awareness as well as her need to be well-dressed and appropriately attired.

Many women V’s family also donned the kebaya, and when she entered the work force as a civil servant at the Public service Department, she used to wear the nyonya kebaya and batik to work.

Her quest to preserve the charm of the nyonya kebaya has led the First Lady to collect over 200 pieces of kebaya. Purchased mostly in Penang, Melaka and Singapore, where large communities of the Chinese peranakan exist, her nyonya kebayas are all in pristine condition, with some old pieces framed on the wall of her residence. 

Her fascinating with the nyonya kebya has led to the publication of the 144-page coffee table book, ‘ The Nyonya Kebaya: A Showcase of nyonya Kebayas from the Collection of Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood’ in November 2002.having undertaken some through research on her own, she discovered not how the nyonya kabaya evolved from the baju panjang but also the various style of kebaya, the high level of imagination and craftsmanship involves in the making of the kebaya and the fascinating aspects of the ‘nyonya look’ such as how the use of accessories and jewellery can enhance the appearance of the nyonya kebaya. 

Intricate embroidery of flowers, birds, butterflies, dragons and even a unique motif of flamenco dancing and bullfighting are some of the beautiful and rare designs found on the kebaya pieces in Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s vintage collection, which are features in the book.

With the publication of book , Datin Paduka Seri Endon preserves not only the charm and heritage of the nyonya kebaya, but also celebrates the many aspects of malaysia’s rich heritage, an assimilation of the cultures of the Malays, Chinese, Indians and even Europeans. 

The publication of the book has revived an interest in the nyonya kebaya amongst the Malaysian public. An exhibition entitle, ‘nyonya kebaya: A Showcase’ was held in early 2003 at the National Art Gallery. Held in conjunction with the exhibition was a symposium which enables the public to share their knowledge, opinions and interest in the nyonya kebaya. A fashion competition, in collaboration with the Malaysian Official Designers’ Association (MODA) was also organized to enable fashion designers to put forth their interpretations of the modern kebaya. 

Her unflinching support for the the kebaya also led to the successful execution of the Kuala Lumpur Fashion Week. Indeed, Datin Paduka Seri Endon herself sashayed down the catwalk in support of reviving interest in the nyonya kebaya.
It is Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s fervent hope that local artists and designers incorporate the nyonya kebaya, an attire that transcends generations and cultures into their work, and perhaps make it internationally renowned. 

Batik
In December 2003, Datin Paduka Seri Endon introduced batik to London. ‘Malaysian Batik – Crafted For The World’ was her brainchild in championing the batik industry worldwide. Glamorous, contemporary- style batik creations were presented during the debut show at the exclusive Dorchester Club in the British capital. Among others, this event witnessed the transformation of traditional batik costumes into modern and practical attire by Malaysia’s renowned fashion designers, captivating the elite crow that packed the exclusive club.

The intricacies of the hand-painted technique, coupled with fine detailing and delicate craftsmanship that is synonymous with batik prints made their mark through contemporary and vivid designs which highlighted the artistic talents of our local designers

Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s campaign, ‘batik For The World’, hit the British capital in June 2004, through the presentation of tropical colours and prints from Jendela Batik’s collection. The Spring/Summer 2004 collection, entitled ‘Art To Wear’, which featured four themes- Nature, Contemporary, Black & White and Asli, had critics raving about their elegance, freshness and practicality.

Indeed, many were bowled over by the refreshing interpretations of the batik, designed into cocktail wear, suit, evening gowns and casual wear.
This step into the international fashion arena is not incidental, but an outcome of relentless and vigorous efforts, spearheaded by the First lady herself. After the successful revival of nyonya kebaya, Datin Paduka Seri Endon embarked on sharing another passion – batik.

To further promote batik works, PENYAYANG and Batik Guild Sdn Bhd., a wholly-owned subsidiary of the foundation, organised the Piala seri Endon batik design competition. For the year 2004, in addition to the Fashion category, a Soft Furnishings category will be able to decorate an actual room for public viewing while Fashion category finalists will get to see their creations paraded by models at the grand finals.

Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s involvement in the promotion of batik was to lend patronage to the batik designers and producers in Malaysia who are experiencing hardship. Her noble efforts at reviving batik enabled many batik vendors from the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia to market their products at shopping canters in December 2003. Indeed, her relentless efforts in promoting the nyonya kebaya and batik have placed these two items in the fore of Malaysian fashion. Both the nyonya kebaya and batik are on the way to becoming fashion ‘must-haves’.

Today, her signature style and innate elegance has made Datin Paduka Seri Endon an icon for fashion. Her great passion in life- the nyonya kebaya and batik, coupled with her proactive approach, have propelled the Malaysian fashion industry to greater heights. More and more Malaysians are beginning to appreciate the beauty of all things ethnic, and a growing number of brands, boutiques and designers are now focusing on modernized traditional design. 

It is Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s desire to transform Malaysian batik into a glorious ‘living heritage’. Her efforts to promote Malaysian batik worldwide will receive a major boost when the Kuala Lumpur International Batik Convention 2005 takes place. PENYAYANG and batik Guild Sdn. Bhd. will manage the events, themed ‘The Business of batik’. She hopes that the convention will help to develop an international network of batik enthusiasts and foster closer ties among batik producing countries by creating a forum for batik craft and people in the industry.  

Starting Them Young 
Education is another area which is close to the heart of Datin Paduka Seri Endon. An advocate of a holistic and comprehensive education, she believes in equipping the young with the necessary knowledge and skills. 

As the Chairman of PENYAYANG, Datin Paduka Seri Endon has always been concerned with early education and child development. According to her, learning should be made enjoyable and stress-free for school children as she believes the way children develop hinges greatly on how they are educated and brought up.

Through PENYAYANG, Datin Paduka Seri Endon has been involved with numerous activities which encourage the mental, social and physical development of children. Some of these activities include a Literary Workshop with Yang Berbahagia dato’ A. Samad Said; free tuition classes in English, Mathematics and Additional Mathematics for students; a monthly grant to Tadika Tutur, a kindergarten which uses the auditory-verbal method to teach children to listen and speak; as well as field trips and computer camps for school children. 

Performing Arts
Datin Paduka Seri Endon has a keen interest in performing arts and is actively involved in the development of the arts. She believes that various parties have a role in developing creativity and self-expression among children to accelerate and enhance their growth and development. At the launching of the Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Center (KLPac) in May 2004, Datin Paduka Seri Endon said that it was timely that efforts were made for children’s participation in performing arts and inducting their interest for the arts. 

KLPac is the product of the strategic partnership among PENYAYANG, YTL Corporation Berhad and The Actors Studio, under Datin Paduka Seri Endon’s patronage. The centre has been developed for the common goal of nurturing and developing performing arts in Malaysia. 

Information Technology Education 
In April 2001, PENYAYANG launched its first Information Technology Centre at the post office in Kepala Batas to encourage computer learning and Internet access among rural people. Equipped with 15 opening of the centre aimed to bridge the digital divide between urban and rural populations. 

The event, held in conjunction with PENYAYANG IT Day, also witnessed 135 participants receiving their Basic ICT Skills Certificates for completing a computer training programme organized by PENYAYANG.

The need to create an IT-savvy society has also inspired Datin Paduka Seri Endon to support the Semarak Kasih programme, a five-day education camp organized by University technology MARA and Yayasan Kebajikan Anak-anak Yatim Malaysia. The camp aimed at exposing orphans to ICT, in line with the country’s aspiration to be an IT-literate society. 

In May 2002, PENYAYANG donated 32 refurbished personal computers to individuals, schools and NGOs. The effort was part of the Keluarga Bahagia- Smart Kids PC Donation Charity Drive. Following the theme, ‘From One family To Another’, the aim was to recycle and refurbish old personal computers and donate them to families who needed them. In a period of over five month, the campaign had successfully donated more than 100 computers.

In Support Of A Holistic Development 
The new Pusat Budi Penyayang Malaysia, launched in May 2004, aims to promote the holistic development of communities in rural areas. The double-storey Centre, built on a 0.8 hectare site, is equipped with a library, computer room, meeting rooms, music room, hall, cafeteria and gymnasium. 
Built with the support of the Al-Bukhary Foundation, the centre is an avenue for people to develop physically, mentally and spiritually, regardless of race or religion. Its location in Kepala Batas would benefit not only those in Penang, but also in Southern Kedah.

Activities organized at the Centre include batik workshops, tuition classes, motivational courses, career counseling sessions, programmes for teachers as well as community health and information technology programmes. 
New Role- Chancellor Of OUM
On 16 December 2004, Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood took on yet another role as the Chancellor of Open University Malaysia. 

The First Lady, as the first Chancellor of OUM, embodies the values propagated by OUM, that is to be the ‘University for All’. Through caring, sharing and nurturing, it is the fervent wish of Datin Paduka Seri Endon and OUM to make education available to all numbers of society so as to improve their lives. 

(Sumber - Caring, Sharing and Nurturing, A Special Publication in Honour of Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Paduka Seri Endon Mahmood on Her Proclamation as the Chancellor of Open University Malaysia, Open University Malaysia, 2004) 

