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Pendeta tua singgah di kuala,

Santun disambut datuk panglima,

 Permata ilmu istana minda,

Kerlip gemilang hati pujangga

Bunga teratai terapung sayu,

Tergigil manis dikocak tasik,

Dengan ilmu penghias kalbu, 

Pastilah diri bertambah cantik

Riuh gendang malam berinai,

 Biola digesek nyonya Melaka,

Mencari ilmu sekira pandai,

Ranumlah diri sepanjang usia

First and foremost, I wish to thank Open University Malaysia (OUM) for my proclamation as OUM’s Chancellor. I am very grateful for this honor as OUM’s vision for education is synonymous with my belief that education is a continuous and lifelong process which is not bounded by age or distance.

Knowledge Economy
In this 21st century, creativity and wealth can be generated from knowledge. To ensure that our country succeeds in the challenges faced by the world economy today, we have to indulge ourselves in knowledge economy. Development and application of knowledge will become a priority in a country’s progress and wealth. Educating and training at all levels must be done continuously. An important issue that needs to be considered is creating this opportunity for everyone who is interested to further their quest for knowledge.

 Lifelong learning is one of the best way for us to equip ourselves to face the changes that are currently occurring in the world. This is one way for us to maintain our competitive edge and the ability to innovate, increase value and build wealth.

OUM’s Challenge

The main pulse of a university lies on its talents-knowledge resources, visions and desires to explore, to create, to educate and to provide opportunities.

The open and distance learning system creates new environment and experiences and this can be regarded as new knowledge. As such, in the global economy it is important for every individual to practice their loyalty to the country and the same they should recognize, understand and not be afraid of the differences in other countries and cultures. Every community should have their own basic culture but they should also understand other cultures as well.

The key success for both universal education and global economy does not only lie in the application of technology. It also needs humanistic values, ability to understand and accept changes and the ability to work as a team for the benefits of all.  

I believe the facilities which are available at the Open University Malaysia have created a more challenging and encouraging lifelong learning environment to nurture students’ interest. The latest technology infrastructure at OUM by itself symbolize that it supports teaching and learning in or beyond the borders of the university.

To Management, Faculty and Non Academic Staff

I believe that every member in team is very important. Non-academic staffs are also important members in the overall development of the university. OUM’s transformation into a knowledge centre, at par with the best in the world, should become a share mission for all staff and faculty members. We need to become a knowledge society, dependant on one another and there’s shouldn’t be any barriers among us. With cooperation, we can improve our level of achievement. With success, there will be larger financial allocations and opportunities, and rewards to dedicated staff and faculty members.

Our students enter university with hopes; hopes to become professionals, entrepreneurs, intellectual people and society leaders. We can help them fulfill these hopes. We should motivate our students who are also citizens of this world, into becoming more capable beings who are sensitive to global as well as local opportunities. 

Conclusion

I would like to request all Malaysians to make promise to themselves: to continuously embrace lifelong learning and to increase and renew their skills. Let us move together with confidence, willpower and determination to gain the right knowledge and skills in this new economic era.

Jalur Gemilang berkibar segar,

Menggamit unggas di langit jernih,

Jadilah insan tejun dan sabar,

Mengejar ilmu sekhusyuk kasih

Ribut menggegar bahtera sarat,

Cemas belayar ke tanjung adat,

Wajib menuntut sepanjang hayat,

Menuntu ilmu adalah jihad

Baju kurung warna mempelam,

Songket berenda dilipat kemas,

Ilmu umpama gua yang dalam,

Penuh terisi khazanah emas.   
(Sumber-PRO Open University Malaysia)
