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1. Marcellus in Shakespeare’s Hamlet remarked that “something is rotten in the state of 
Denmark.” Perhaps from the complaints being made by Malaysians about Malaysia one might 
say there is something rotten in the state of Malaysia. 

2. Many of these complaints reach me. I hope I am permitted to detail them here in my blog. 
People can decide whether things are rotten or not. 

3. Some people complain that the Government seem unwilling to pay them for work done for the 
Government. There would always be a dispute whether the Government owes them anything at 
all. If the court decides that the Government has to pay there would be a dispute with regard to 
the amount. 

4. Then there would be delays, sometimes for years. For business, delays can kill. 

5. Then there are those whose contracts have been withdrawn for unknown reasons. Often it is 
given to someone else even after the contract documents have been signed. 

6. Then there are those whose project submissions have been passed on to others. The others 
make bids at a higher price but the documents are identical. Frequently the first proposer or 
bidder has to go through tender process. This is only right of course. But the proposer as first 
bidder would find others have submitted what looked like his submission. Frequently he fails or 
has to raise his bid because the others have quoted higher prices or lower prices as the case may 
be. 

7. Delays in getting approval costs. The reasons for the delays are frivolous and cannot stand 
scrutiny. Sometimes to speed up approvals gratification is offered. The party that offers pays and 
will not complain or report. It is unhealthy. You will need their services again and you may be 
blacklisted. Or you may find all kinds of obstacles. 

8. Long before the permits or whatever is due to be terminated, notices for immediate termination 
were given. The authorities want to take over the business. The person concern may appeal. He is 
going to lose money. Sometimes the appeal is not answered, the authorities cannot be met and if 
meeting is possible, the applicant may be told that his loss is his problem, not the concern of the 
authorities. 



9. Sometimes development permission cannot be given because some authority or powerful 
person wants the land. There is no one to appeal to i.e. no one with real authority. Even if you 
know who wants the land, you cannot do anything. He is too powerful. 

10. Government-owned entities employing more than a thousand workers are suddenly given no 
job because some foreigner has been chosen to get the contract. The workers were sacked. And 
the Government facilities may just close down or get some minor subcontract from the foreign 
contractor. 

11. Local companies with adequate competence are not considered for contracts because foreign 
companies can do the job, may be better, may be no better. Frequently the local companies are 
said to be too small to do the job. Lots of money flows out of the country. 

12. We go all out to welcome FDI. But Malaysian entities with lots of money will not invest at 
home. They prefer to go buy properties in foreign land. The prices paid are sometimes 
indefensible. Again lots of money flow out of the country. And when profits are made, taxes are 
paid to the foreign country. Even when the money is brought back, no tax is paid to the 
Malaysian Government. 

13. There is a need for investments at home, but that is not for local companies. Malaysians 
institutions with oodles of money would do better by buying foreign technology companies and 
bringing them home to improve our technological capacities. But there is no encouragement for 
doing this. 

14. If a Malaysian company is in trouble, we seem to prefer bankrupting them and selling them to 
foreigners. Proposals to rescue by Malaysian white knights are not welcome. Due diligence 
cannot be done by the white knights for some unknown reasons. 

15. After tin was exhausted it was assumed that there would be no more mining in Malaysia. 
Then we found that we still have lots of other minerals. But mining for these is not for 
Malaysians. They are for foreigners only. 

16. No attempt is made to add value before export. Just dig the earth and export the things raw. 
And forests disappear along with the mining. 

17. There was once some idea about being business friendly. Not anymore. The state competes 
with the private sector when the private sector seems to be doing well. With the power conferred 
on the state, there is no way the private sector can win. They lose. But the States also lose simply 
because business is not the business of the State. Still the trend and preference is for 
nationalisation. 
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and Singapore have efficient command investment systems as compared with the democratic 
system of the United States with its checks and balances.’ 

As we have now discerned, our political System is Free Malaysian Style Democracy with Open 
Capitalisitc Characteristics. Until after 2003, standards, ethics, propriety, probity and principles 
were part of our political System. The citizens expected the same delivery of the goodies by the 
elected Government as in the days of yore. With the flood of PAP cadres into the Peninsula 
looking for low hanging fruits, all the principles which were practised in the past were thrown to 
the winds. It is the MONEY MONEY MONEY FAILED POLICIES of Singapore which took 
root in all the thoughts of those who rule us. We now have the Khazanah Empire and others. But 
the Ruler micromanaged everything from flower pots in Orchard Road to Singapore Inc. He has 
no time to be a sportsman like our beloved Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad and other real tycoons of 
the World. 

With business, there is always a risk. A risk to fail big time for big bets placed by the 
Government. 

There is a saying, ‘ An apple a day keeps the doctor away !’ 

The APPLE on Wall Street just topped the market capitalization of USDR 700 billions whilst 
that of EXXON MOBIL is only a lowly USDR 380 billions. The foreign reserves of our beloved 
Malaysia which is just announced, is only USDR 110 billions. Where does our beloved 
Malaysia stand in comparison with these behemoths of capitalism ? What do they mean to us ? 

First, our beloved Malaysia’s foreign reserves is only a small part of these behemoths annual 
revenue. Second, THIS ILLUSTRATES THE MENTAL CAPABILITY OF HUMANKIND IN 
AN ORDERLY AND ORGANISED EFFORT TO ACHIEVE GREAT SUCCESS WITH 
FOCUS AND TRANSPARENCY. No opaque hanky-panky ! 
Third, this also shows that round pegs should fill round holes and square pegs fill square holes. 
There are no politicians or civil servants in APPLE OR EXXON MOBIL ! 

Unless our FREE MALAYSIAN STYLE DEMOCRACY WITH ITS OPEN CAPITALLISTIC 
CHARACTERISTICS has been hi-jacked like what the Ruler 1959 – 2015 did surreptiously 
without informing the citizens, then it is still not to late to revert to the HISTORIC NORM. I 
believe it is still not too late to do so. 

History has shown us at least two instances whereby Ministers did their own thing at the 
expense of the Rakyat and conveniently forgot the words ‘ Rakyat and Sacrifice ‘ The only 
political party I know is UMNO which always reminded us of their SACRIFICE :- 

1. The previous Minister of Tourism was like a Minister for Tourism. The Minister toured the 
Southern Antipodes in style, in a thinly populated part of the World which knows us well 
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