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The establishment of Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) was pursuant to an agreement reached via a resolution passed by the Penang State Assembly in 1962 that proposed the setting up of a university college in Penang. Subsequent to this, a plot of land located in Sungai Ara was allotted for the purpose and on 7th August 1967, the then Prime Minister of Malaysia, His Royal Highness, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj consecrated the university’s Foundation Stone laying ceremony.

USM, the nation’s second university, officially commenced operations in 1969 and was initially known as the University of Penang. The late Professor Hamzah Sendut was appointed its first Vice Chancellor. For its first intake, a total of 57 students were accepted to pursue their tertiary education at the university which was then housed at the Federal Teachers Training College in Bukit Gelugur, Penang.  

In 1971, the campus which was originally earmarked to be sited at Sungai Ara was moved to Minden, the former locale of the British Garrison. Sited within a 239.4 hectares site and located approximately 9.7 kilometres from Georgetown, USM’s exclusive location amidst verdant rolling hills and breathtaking sea vistas has remained largely preserved/untouched to this day. On 22nd April 1972, the name University of Penang was officially changed to Universiti Sains Malaysia to reflect USM’s actual role in the field of Science and Technology (S & T).

Currently, USM has two other campuses i.e., the Health campus in Kubang Kerian, Kelantan that offer courses in the fields of Medicine, Health Science and Dentistry and the Engineering Campus in Seri Ampangan, Nibong Tebal, Penang which offers courses in the field of engineering.   

From three schools, USM has expanded rapidly to encompass a total of 24 schools and 21 world class centres of excellence and research. USM has also emerged as a premier university both locally and internationally through a string of achievements in a variety of fields especially research.  

Among its recent achievements, USM was the only local university entrusted to conduct a joint research project into the Haj pilgrimage together with Umm al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia. In addition, Professor Abdul Latif Ahmad, a researcher from USM was also the recipient of the Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz International Water Award for his contributions in the development of alternative water resources.
In line with the “University in a Garden” concept, USM has actively diversified its role as a centre for knowledge generation for its 30,000 students and society in general. In this regard, USM has also emphasised the intake of senior citizens and those with special needs (OKU) in its role as the pioneer of the lifelong learning  programme offered for the first time in this country. 

Since 11th October 2006, USM has been selected by the Malaysian Government as one of the Research Universities focused on efforts to enhance the nation’s research capabilities/capacity. This selection served as a prelude for USM’s subsequent laudable achievement when it was selected to participate in the Accelerated Programme for Excellence (APEX) designed to catapult a local university into the league of the world’s best universities within the next 5 to 10 years.  

Since 1969, USM which is on the verge of its 40th anniversary, has implemented various endeavours to attain its mission and objectives. With its environmentally-friendly approach, USM invites its campus citizenry as well as the public  to embrace the same philosophy through the sharing of knowledge.    

