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Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah was born on 7 December 1973 (12 Zulkaedah 1393 Hijrah). Her Majesty received her primary school education at Sekolah Rendah Jenis Kebangsaan St. Nicholas Convent and secondary education at Sekolah Menengah St. Nicholas Convent which are both situated in Alor Setar, Kedah. On 4 December 2006 (13 Zulkaedah 1427 Hijrah), Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku was awarded an Honorary Doctoral Degree in Management from Kolej Universiti Sains dan Teknologi Malaysia (KUSTEM) Terengganu. The award is significant as it acknowledges the contribution in which Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku has placed towards organizing various charity works for the people in the state of Terengganu.

On 28 March 1996 Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah married His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang di-Pertuan Agong Al-Wathiqu Billah Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin. His Majesty was the Regent of Terengganu (Yang di-Pertuan Muda Terengganu). The happily married royal couple has been blessed with four children; two princesses and two princes: Yang Amat Mulia Tengku Nadhirah Zaharah, (born 18 December 1996), Ke Bawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Pemangku Raja Terengganu, Tengku Muhammad Ismail, (born 1 March 1998), Yang Amat Mulia Tengku Muhammad Mua’az, (born 22 December 2000), and Yang Amat Mulia Tengku Fatimatuz Zahra’, (born 19 April 2002).

Her Majesty was installed as Queen on 19 July 1998 which was later replaced with a new title, Kebawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Sultanah Nur Zahirah on 5 June 2006. She was conferred the dignitary titles of the Bintang Kebesaran Darjah Seri Setia Sultan Mahmud Terengganu Yang Amat Mulia Darjah Yang Pertama (D.K.) on 16 January 1999 and Darjah Kebesaran Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin Terengganu Yang Amat Terpilih (S.S.M.Z.). The most recent dignitary title awarded to Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong was the Darjah Utama Seri Mahkota Negara (D.M.N.) on 5 April 2007.

Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah places religious education as a valuable knowledge in shaping family harmony. The children of Their Majesties performed the Haj together with His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang di-Pertuan Agong at a very young age. In addition, the royal family perform the umrah to Mecca annually.

As a concerned and responsible mother, Her Majesty puts importance in the education of the children. This interest is strongly supported by His Majesty. Hence, the children are given a combination of religious and traditional Malay teachings (such as the understanding and acceptance of the Malay adat, culture, and values) alongside formal education. Thus, the integration of both Islamic and traditional Malay standards with formal education is the principle of moulding an optimistic direction for Her Majesty in raising her children.

Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah is a warm-hearted person who has a very soft spot for all children. She has continuously placed both concern and interest in subjects related to current issues and development of children. This thoughtfulness is naturally manifested being a woman and a mother from the Royal Family renowned for being compassionate and sensitive towards the country’s future generations. In keeping up with the latest on child issues and development, Her Majesty ensures that she keeps an update on all the relevant topics by taking her time to study various reading materials. She has given special attention on the aspects of children’s emotional and intellectual development through its measures as EQ (Emotional Quotient) and IQ (Intellectual Quotient) measures respectively. 

Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku exemplifies a wonderful persona both internally and externally suitable for Her Majesty’s significant role as the Raja Permaisuri Agong. Her Majesty’s personality as one who represents the Malay women asserts a polished gentleness, politeness and courteousness suited with Malay culture. This portrayal has never been forgotten by Her Majesty even when she became the Sultanah of Terengganu. In the context of social ethics, Her Majesty practices honesty and sincerity in establishing both virtuous and respectful relationships with others. Her generous smiles when meeting with the people is a symbol always associated with Her Majesty. She is also understanding and sympathetic towards societal problems and the needs of the people primarily affairs relating to women.

Palace life has not put a halt into Her Majesty’s social and humanitarian duties for the people in her society. This is executed through her devotion and contribution in her charitable and goodwill activities. Her Majesty’s responsibility in this area can be seen when she adds a royal touch by involving herself to be a part of the driving force in running various activities, associations and organizations in the Terengganu State. The kindness and sincere consideration by Her Majesty can be proven during the tsunami tragedy when she played a major role in collecting donations for the victims which were successfully distributed through both the Acheh and Kedah governments. The list of generosity of the Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku includes involving herself with programmes to assist the poor and those with special needs.

Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku has given her never-ending contribution to children and women during His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang di-Pertuan Agong’s 44th birthday celebration in 2006. In particular, the Yayasan DiRaja Sultan Mizan, a local foundation of the Royal Family, represented by Her Majesty distributed milk bottle especially for cleft-lipped babies, breast pumps for mothers and related devices to help people with eyesight problems through Hospital Nur Zahirah.

Her Majesty is the patron of various organizations, uniformed bodies and educational institutions in the Terengganu State. The organizations under the Sultanah consist of: Majlis Kebajikan dan Pembangunan Masyarakat (for social welfare and development), Pertubuhan Kebajikan Anak Yatim Terengganu (known as PERKAYA for the welfare of orphans), Persatuan Hospis Terengganu (for hospice support) and Persatuan Ibu Bapa dan Guru Sekolah Kebangsaan Pusat Bukit Besar, Terengganu (known as PIBAGU, a parent-teacher school association). Her Majesty is also active in Girl Guide Association of Terengganu. Another important accomplishment is the Tadika An Nur, a well established pre-school in Terengganu pioneered by Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku. This pre-school prospered when she planned to give an early form of education for her children. She is currently the Patron of Tadika An Nur which has now been opened to the public.

Regardless of Her Majesty’s tight programme in attending all her duties as the Sultanah of Terengganu, wife and mother of four children, she still makes enough room to pursue and exercise her interest in interior designing. Her majesty puts great effort in ensuring a surrounding that is clean, organized and proper which automatically sets a comfortable living space. With her enthusiasm and skill in this area, Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku puts her own personal royal touch in planning and decorating the Palace. Besides her passion in interior designing, Her Majesty has also a passion for cooking. The Sultanah finds time to cook a variety of recipes for her loving family, especially to prepare favourite dishes of His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang di-Pertuan Agong and her children.

Besides Her Majesty’s busy schedule, she does not forget to make space for her own personal pastime. These precious moments are used for recreation such as doing exercises and brisk-walking. The desire for adventure is displayed through visits and travels to various destinations, of which the experiences assist Her Majesty in solving problems of the people. The Seri Paduka Baginda Tuanku’s interest in adventure is also apparent in Her Majesty’s constant support towards His Majesty and his team’s active involvement in endurance horseback riding sport.

