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OUM was established as the seventh private university in Malaysia on 10 August 2000. Although incorporated as a private university under the Private Higher Education Institution Act 1996, the university leverages on the quality, prestige and capabilities of its strategic partners -representing a consortium of the 11 public universities. OUM adopts the motto "University for All" which is consistent with its philosophy on democratisation of education. This philosophy underlines the belief that education should be made available to all, regardless of time, place, age and social economic background. The open and distance learning (ODL) mode is specifically targeted at working adults who need to take care of their families as well as manage their career while pursuing higher education. 

OUM now stands tall as its total learner enrolment now exceeds 70,000 compared with its initial intake of 753 students in August 2001. Then, only four programmes were offered compared to 61 now, which comprise 42 undergraduate and 19 postgraduate programmes. OUM is the first institution to be given approval by the Ministry of Higher Education to implement the Open Entry system in 2006 which allows the University to admit learners based on assessment of prior learning experience.

The University has also received several prestigious accolades including:-

· Technology Business Review Award for Excellence in Education Management – Provision of Continuous Education.

· Award for Excellence for Distance Education Materials – for Learning Skills for Open and Distance Learning by the Commonwealth of Learning (COL).

· E-Learning Recognition Award, Eszterhazy Karoly College, Hungary.

· MSC Asia Pacific ICT Best of Education and Training (first runner-up at national level)

· Technology Business Review Award for Excellence in Education for Continuous Learning and Adult Education

