
SABAH Chief Minister Da-
tuk Harris Salleh criticised 
the Federal Government 
for the lack of attention 
paid to the East Malaysia. 

He said this had hinde-
red the efforts of Sabah 
and Sarawak towards na-
tional integration. He, 
therefore, called for more 
Government participation 
in both these States to help 
in the development pro-
jects and to streamline 
development implementa-
tion machinery. 

"What is now hampe-
ring our efforts to close the 
gap between as and Penin-
sular Malaysia is the 
vacillation and apparent 
unconcern in some quar-
ters of the Federal Depart-
ments. 

"Although a good deal 
has been accomplished to 
wards achieving our objec-
tive of full national inte-

all. It should result in an 
improvement and not a 
deterioration of the ad-
ministration. However, our 
unhappy experience is that 
the public services dete-
riorate whenever the func-
tions previously performed 
within the State are taken 
over by Kuala Lumpur," 
he said 

He cited the Sabah 
branch of the Federal Pub-
lic Services Commission as 
an example of how the ser-
vices had deteriorated. 

He added that the Fede-
ral Government had not 
allocated enough funds for 
Sabah under the Fourth 
Malaysia Plan. 

Datuk Harris said that 
the Budget tabled on Fri-
day by the Finance Minis-
ter, Tengku Razaleigh 
Hamzah, was in line with 
national aspirations. 

However, he added that 

gratton, 1 believe much 
more could have heen done 
had certain quarters in the 
Federal Government been 
alive and responsive to the 
needs of Sabah and Sara 
wak. 

"Some of the Federal 
Ministers 'are not visiting 
Sabah and Sarawak as fre-
quently as they should. 
Regrettably, some Federal 
Ministers, for years , have 
not visited us, perhaps 
they do not depend on as 
for their political support , ' ' 
Datuk Harris, who is the 
Harisan Nasional MP for 
Ulu Padas, said during the 
debate on the 1982 Budget. 

He said Sabah had to 
spend its own funds, 
"which it has built up 
through pragmatic fiscal 
policies and prudent finan-
cial management" , on 
development p rogrammes 
and projects "which 

should, in fact, be the res-
ponsibility of the Federal 
Government" 

"In the interests of na-
tional integration. we 
would like to see a larger, 
not smaller, Federal pre-
sence in our State and a 
fairer allocation of Federal 
funds for development. 

"Indeed, we have con-
tinually urged the Federal 
Government to take over 
the operation of activities 
that fall within their pur-
view." he said. 

Datuk Harris also called 
for the "Federal presence" 
in land development pro-
gramme. 

He also criticised the 
deterioration of public ser-
vices previously performed 
by the State but now taken 
over by the Federal 
Government. 

"National integration 
must be for the better of 

the effects of the Budget 
had" only minimal benefits 
to the rural communities. 

Encik Shamsuri Salleh 
(BN-Balik Pulau) urged 
the Government to take 
firm action against bu-
sinessmen who were reluc-
tant to reduce prices in 
line with the abolition or 
reduction of tax on consu-
mer goods. 

If the businessmen had 
been so swift in increasing 
the prices every t ime the 
Government imposed taxes 
on the goods, then they 
must quickly reduce the 
prices now, he said. 

Encik Shamsuri regret-
ted that the country had 
yet to achieve self suffi-
ciency in rice, 

He will continue his 
speech when the Dewan 
sits again on Monday. 


