
UMNO IS CONFIDENT 
Negara Malaysia 

AS PAS SCRAMBLES 
B y S U H A I N I A Z N A M 

U L U M U D A . S a t . — 
While the Barisan Nasional 
is fighting the Ulu Muda 
by-election campaign here 
with a guest speakers ' list 
that reads like a Who ' s 
Who in the Barisan, sorely-
stretched PAS has h a d to 
resort to broadcasting the 
taped speeches of some of 
us himinaries while wait-
ing for crowds to gather 
at its ceramahs. 

The well-moneyed, bet-
ter-peopled Barisan elec-
tion machinery has a joke 
about that: "Ceramah by 
remote control,' ' was how 
one top party official con-
trasted the d i sembod ied 
PAS voices emanating f rom 
loudspeakers with the Bari-
san's own high-profile per-
sonalised presence. 

"His Master's Voice," he 
added when he heard that 
Trengganu state commis-

sioner for PAS, Ustaz Ha j i 
Abdu l Hndi A w a n g , a mas-
ter of o ra to ry and a great 
c rowd pul ler , was being 
heard m o r e o f t en in absen-
tia than in the flesh. 

T h e r e , in a nutshell , lies 
the great inequali ty in the 
e l e c t i o n m a c h i n e r y o f 
U m n o and PAS. 

Daily, this inequality is 
pa r aded be fo re the 34,653 
b e m u s e d voters in this par-
l i a m e n t a r y c o n s t i t u e n c y 
who , amidst the carnival-
like poster a tmosphere that 
has t r ans fo rmed their dusty 
villages and the scurrying of 
par ty workers , arc feeling 
f la t te red at being the focus 
of so much at tent ion. 

Umno is conf ident , P A S 
is scrambl ing to catch up in 
the four days before polling 
on Wednesday . Barisan is 
organis ing more then 30 
c e r a m a h s daily. 

It has 60 cars at its dis-
posal and about 100 are 
expec ted by polling day to 

ferry voters to polling sta-
tions. 

On hand to help woo Ulu 
Muda ' s padi fa rmers and 
rubber smallholders are Fi-
n a n c e M i n i s t e r T e n g k u 
Razaleigh H a m z a h , T rade 
a n d I n d u s t r y M i n i s t e r 
Tengku A h m a d Rithaud-
deen , Agricul ture Minister 
Datuk Manan O s m a n , In-
formation Minister Encik 
A d i b A d a m , W e l f a r e 
M i n i s t e r D a t i n P a d u k a 
Aishah Ghani, Land and 
R e g i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t 
Minister Datuk Rais Yatim 
and Deputy Ministers in 
the PM's D e p a r t m e n t Dr 
G o h C h e n g T e i k a n d 
D a t u k H a j i S u h a i m i 
Kamaruddin . 

National and Rural De-
velopment Minister Datuk 
Sanusi Junid (who is also 
MP for Jer lun-Langkawi in 
north-west Kedah) is here 
every night direct ing ope ra -
t i o n s . A n d t o m o r r o w , 
Umno ' s Islamic t rump card 

Encik Anwar Ibrahim, also 
a Deputy Minister in the 
PM's Depa r tmen t , is sche-
duled to add the final per-
suasive touch. 

Their presence and their 
e l e c t i o n e f f o r t ' s b e t t e r 
mobility shrinks consider-
ably the 55 km drive over 
rough roods f rom Pendang 
to Sik, the two nerve points 
of election activity. 

P A S ' ora tor ica l talent 
has to spread itself thin to 
reach Pendang's numerous 
kampungs and Sik's more 
r e m o t e r u b b e r g r o w i n g 
families. In all, it organises 
11 or 12 ceramahs daily. 

PAS Ulamak chief, its 
Ke lan tan State Commis-
sioner Ustaz Nik Aziz bin 
Nik Mat its acting deputy 
p r e s i d e n t U s t a z F a d z i l 
Mohamed Noor, its Youth 
chief Encik Mustapha Ali 
and, Trengganu PAS legal 
a d v i s o r W a n M u t a l i b 
Embong have to divide 
t h e m s e l v e s b e t w e e n the 

PAS LEADER GETS 
DEATH-THREAT LETTER 

ALOR STAR. Sat. — The 
MP for Kota Setar and for-
mer PAS secretary-general, 
Datuk Abu Bakar Umar , 
has received a death-threat 
letter from a writer claim-
ing to he a PAS member . 

T h e l e t t e r r e m i n d e d 
Datuk Abu Bakar, a pro-
Asri leader, of the shooting 
of former Negri Sembilan 

Pa r t of the letter, which 
bore a Kuala Ketil post-
m a r k and was dated March 
5, r e a d : " D o n ' t be like 
Da tuk Taha . The bullet 
doesn ' t know your f a c e " . 

T h e letter was written 
and signed in Jawi. The 
wri ter also claimed to be a 
loyal PAS member. 

Datuk Abu Bakar said at 

here today: ' ' I received the 
letter through the mail on 
Monday and handed it to 
the police the next d a y " . 

He said he suspected the 
writer was a " f a n a t i c a l " 
P A S member . 

Datuk Abu B a k a r said he 
would not be deterred but 
would continue his political 
work as usual . 

The letter also warned 

Datuk Abu Bakar not to 
lose his political direction 
nor be arrogant . 

He also insulted Datuk 
Abu B a k a r , claiming to 
know him and his famlly. 

D a t u k Abu B a k a r i s 
among several PAS veter-
ans expected to quit PAS 
soon to join a new party 
being fo rmed by Datuk 
Asri. 

two areas, rushing between 
ceramahs. 

Ustaz Haj i Abdul Hadi is 
so much of a crowd puller 
that his ceramah two days 
ago grew to the point where 
the police deemed it had 
turned into a public rally 
and stepped in to break it 
up . But he is just one per-
son and PAS supporters 
have sometimes to be just 
content with hearing his 
taped speeches. 

Even the padi harvest 
has stymied somewhat the 
PAS effort . PAS headquar-
ters in each Kedah State 
seat are supposed to send 
20 party workers each to 
Ulu Muda for a total of 
520, said a central PAS 
party organiser, but with 
harvesting going on in some 
padi areas under the Mada 
scheme nearer the coast , 
the turnout has been con-
siderably less. PAS needs 
every last party worker it 
can possibly muster to cov-
er the sprawling constituen-
cy which starts in central 
Kedah and slashes north-
east in a broad band up to 
the border with Thailand. 

Meanwhile, independent 
cand ida t e Encik Ahmad 
Bakar has not even made 
an appearance in Pendang 
by all accounts. He is con-
centrat ing on Sik where 
U m n o ' s foothold is less 
f irm. 

U m n o itself realised this 
five days ago and switched 
from focussing on its stron-
ghold in Pcndang to Sik, 
confided Datuk Sanusi. 

U m n o women campaign 

from house to house, visit-
ing b o t h u n c o m m i t t e d 
families as well as PAS 
homes. Umno's rationale is 
that winning over the PAS 
families is not as important 
as sparking off a lively de-
bate with neighbours drop-
ping in to hear and join in 
the debate, kampung style, 
Indirect persuasion is the 
objective. 

Umno is the incumbent 
in Ulu Muda (its MP res-
igned the seal after being 
convicted of two offences 
under the LPN Act; his 
appeal to a higher court has 
yet to be heard) and the 
wealthier padi-growing dis-
trict of Pcndang is securely 
in Umno's hands, admitted 
a kampung-level PAS com-
mittee member near Sungai 
Tiang, Pendang. 

S ince Pendang is the 
more heavily popula ted 
State seat within the Ulu 
Muda parliamentary consti-
tuency — 20,571 voters to 
Sik's 14,082 — a convincing 
majority in Pendang cou-
pled with a decent " show" 
in Sik will automatically 
mean victory for Umno. 

I n K a m p u n g B a h a r u , 
Pendang 37km from Alor 
Star , a hastily er rec ted 
wooden PAS party dais 
stands directly opposite a 
regular shophouse lot used 
by Umno. At 5 p. m yester-
day, the PAS dais was man-
ned by three pak chiks, the 
Umno base was at least 20 
strong and an Umno Perak 
van was parked outside. 

If that is any symbol, 
PAS' scramble for a look-in 
will be frantic indeed. 


