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NO REVIVAL OF
DEFENCE PACT

THE current emphasis on
the five-power defence pact
IS Lo upgrade the skills of
Malaysian armed forces th
rough joint training with
Australia and New Zealand,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said

He said there was no real
“revival of the pact, crea
ted after the wi[‘uh’nwnl Of
British forces from East of
Suez. The two other mem
bers of the pact are Britain
and §jngapore.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
sald Malayvsia thought the
best way of upgrading the
skills of its armed forces
as through joint venture
with the armes [rom out
side the country.
tHe pointed out that Ma.

laysia had carried out bila
teral exerclses carlier with

o came palen B

the torces of Indonesta amd
Thatland
Asked whether Malay
stan forees would hold joind
exercises with Singapore,
Datuk Sert Dr Mahathir
saldd there was o difference
i approach between the
two countries While Ma.
laysta, with s long land
and sea border. concentra.
Led on ground torees, Singa-
pore  put  emphasis  on
mechamsed lorees, partl-
cularly the atr foree *
1 don’t see any nesd for |
them to tran together,' he |
ndded :
D Mahathir also dented
reports that Kampuchean |
developments were the reas |
son for Primme Minister Da
tuk Hussein Onn to assume
the Detence portfolio in last |,
month's Cabinet reshuffle .




