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Barisan 
would 
have won 
by bigger 
margin, 
s a y s PM 
BANGI, Sun. — Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad said 
today the Barisan Nasion-
al would have won yester-
day's Kenering by-election 
by an even bigger majority 
if 75 per cent or the voters 
had turned out. 

"The people of Kenering 
were taking things easy fol-
lowing Press reports that 
the Barisan would retain 
the seat easily," he said. 

The Barisan Nasional 
candidate, Encik Johan 
Lahamat, 42, polled 6,116 
votes against 2,538 votes 
polled by his PAS oppo-
nent, Haji Mohamed Ariff 
Yaakob. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Musa Hitam said the 
victory proved that the 
majority of the people sup-
ported the leadership of 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
and government policies. 

Datuk Musa who is 
Umno deputy president, 
said it also showed that the 
people approved the lead-
ership of Encik Ramli Ngah 
Talib, the new Perak Men-
tri Besar. 

In a statement issued in 
Kuala Lumpur, Datuk 
Musa, who is also the Perak 
Umno liaison chief, added 
that the victory would in-
spire Encik Ramli and the 
State Council to work har-
der to solve the problems of 
the people. 

He hoped that the State 
Government would Con-
t inue to bring about 
changes in the administra-
tion to implement develop-
ment projects more ra-
pidly. 

Datuk Musa also thank-
ed all Barisan Nasional 
component parties, espe-
cially the Grik Umno divi-
sion headed by Datuk Seri 
Haji Wan Mohamed Haji 
Wan Teh, for working to-
wards the Barisan success. 

In Grik, Encik Ramli 
said the Barisan victory was 
outstanding, considering 
the poor voter turn-out. 

He said only about 64 per 
cent of the voters cast their 
votes compared with 70per 
cent in the last general election. 
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