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THE ‘ALL1ANCE MEMBER FOR KOTA STAR SELATAN DR; MAHATHIR :
72 BIN MOHAMED, CALLED ON . THE GOVERNMENT. TO- ENS“RE THAT THERE WAS NO
MONOPOLY BY ANY PARTiICULAR NEWS PAPER GROUP IM THE COUNTRY. - -
HE SAID THAT IT WAS NOT THE GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS CURBING THE
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, BUT NEWSPAPERS WHiCH HAD A MOKCPOL Y, '
HE CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO REASSURE THE PEOPLE THAT THE
LAWS CONCERNING PUBLICAT!ONS WERE MEANT TO PERPETUATE A FREE
- PRESS RATHER THAN TO SUPPRESS 1T,
HE SAID THAT UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT TOOK FiRM STEPS, FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS WOULD BECOME MEANINGLESS, = BERNAMA MORE. ‘
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HE SAIDs +ONE OF THE THINGS THAT THE GOVERMMENT HAS BEEN
CRITICISED FOR HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE FACT THE NEWSPAPERS HAVE
TG HAVE A PERMIT TO PUBL1SH,.
+THOSE WHO CRITICISE THE GOVERNMMENT FOR THIS bOHDiTION MAKE
I'T APPEAR AS IF THE EXISTENCE OF LAWS CONTROLING PUbL!CATICf\o 'S5
- A DERJAL GF THE UNIVERSAL RIGHT OF FREE
-EXPRESSION AND A FREE PRESS IN A DEMOCRACTIC SOCIETY,
+THIS A FALSE PRESUMPTIOM. IT 1S PUSSIBLE NO DOUBRT FGR THF :
GOVERNMENT TO USE THE LAW TO CURE A FRLF PRESS BUT THE POWER IO
CURE THE PRESS HAS NEVER BEEN MISUSED BY THE GOVERMMENT,
+1T HAS NEVER, FOR EXAMPLE, BEEWN *LSFD AS 1T CAN BE ‘USED, TO
iﬁﬂT FAIR CRY iiC’SN OF THE GOVER““EN? CR PARTY IN PCWER.,
+iF THERE HAS BEEN FEW CRITICHISMS IN THE PRESS OF THE. OOVuRNMEN?
(T 1S5 PERHAPS BECAUSE THERE ARE FEW THINGS THAT THE bGVcRNhF&s DOES
- THAT HRt GROSSLY WRONG, ’
IT MAY ALSO BE BECAUSE ED! TCRS ARE LABOURING UMDER THE
-Nﬂo(“N EPTION THAT THEY 4UST PRAIEE THE GOVERMMENT AT ALL TiMES
AND FOR ALL THINGS, ' - ‘
+WHENEVER THE GOVERMMENT - iNVCKES THE POWER TO CGNTROL "
PUBLICATION IT HAS ALWAYS BEE! DUERTO .J\L!u IhertcT :
+WRITINGS CALCULATED TG 1nCIiTE COluLP AL FFE*!RG 0w UNDtR\if“

2l P - - o ai . p
TR 0EanC AND SCCURITY OF Ty RATIGE ARE WHAY ua_Fv-;s EOHI

LUVERNMeNT RESORT TO vt WiTHDRAwWAL ~OF L!bLthgf .
+THE NUMBER-OF TirMzd vHAT 1H.o HAS WARPEMED 1S VFRf “Ew aNLE~Dg
-+ ICENCING 1S '
BUT Gnt FACTOR THAT MAY L IMIT THE FREEDOM SF THE ﬁ?ﬁuug A MUCH
GREAT Y THHLAl TO THEIS FRE FJ‘l {5 LEWSRARER lvHOPGch -
BﬁRNAlA MORE,
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DR, MAHATHIR ADDED: +IF THERE !S BUT OME NEWSPAPER IN THIS
COUNTRY, THEN NO MATTER HOW DEDiLnTCD TO FREE SPEECH THE GOVERNME
IS, “THE OFINJONS EXPRESSED AND THE POL.ICY FOLLOWED CAN VERY WELL
BE CONTROLLED BY ONE PERSON OR A SMALL GROUP OF PERSONS,

+1N EFFECT, TH!S WOULD MEAN -THAT: THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
IS- DENIED TO THE CITIZENS, AND NEWSPAPERMEN WHO- NAY DESAGREF WiTh
THIS ARE FEW,

+10 FACT, THERE WOULD NCT OHLY BE 1O FRcEDOM OF THC PRES&

BUT. THERE COULD ACTUALLY BE THOUGHT CONTRCL BY N“WSOAPER OWNEQS
WHO ARE NO. ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE.+ . '

DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT IN MALAYSLA, - SUCH A S!TUATION ACTUALLLY
PREVAIL £D IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESSm S

HZ SAID THERE WAS ONE GROUP WHiCH +PRACIICALLY COMNTROLS ALL
izBL’CATlONS iN ENGLISH+ - BFRNAFA hORE T

18 '

- rﬁT IS IN FACT A DI(TA;QR OF PUBLiC OPiNHON AMONG THE ENGLSSH
READING PUBLiC,+ HE SAID, ' , “wgm» e
DR, MAHATH%R ALLEGED THAT THIS-GROUP DENIED OTHERS THE RIGHT o
. TO EXPRESS OP!N{ONS THAT WERE CONTRARY TO ITS-POLICIES,..

HE DESCRIBED THE POL!CIES OF THE SROUP AS +d0+y BULL { SH+ AND"
SAID THE GROUP WAS +A LOCAL MANiFESTAsION OF THE FIGHTWING BRlTlSH e
PRESS,.+ : .

TIME AND AGA}N; +SOME BRAVE SOULS+ HAD TRlED TO BREAK THE

- 'GROUP*S MONOPOLY, BUT TIME AGAIV THE A SAULTS HAD FAﬁLED HE -

ADDED, - BERNAMA MORE R BT
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DR, MAHATHIR'SA|Dz +} BELIEVE T IS THE GOVERNMENT T’S (NTEN~
TION TO ENCOURAGE FREE EXPRESSION OF OPINION THAT A FREE PRESS GUA-
RANTEES. o R o |
. 4THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT GIVE UNLIMITED LICENCE WHICH CAN LEAD
‘TO JOURNALISTIC ANARCHY, = . S -
“HUNFORTUNATELY PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT, PEOPLE WHO ARE.
iN A POSITION TO AID A FREE PRESS, SEEM TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD THE
REASON WHY THE GOVERNMEWT HAS, GlVEN ITSELF THE POWER TO CURB EXCE-
S N IR ER N6 THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY,
+1 REFER TO THE COMMERCIAL COMRUNITY, -
" +THIS COMMUNIFY WIELDS A CON3IDERABLE INFLUENCE OVER THE WELL-
* BEING OF ARY. NEWSPAPER, R - .
+#1N FACT THEY CAN MAKE OR BREAK ANY NEWSPAPER MERELY BY TAKING
OR REJECTING ADVERTISING SPACE.+ = . y -
+DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT ONE GROUP HOWEVER, APPEARED IMMUNE
TO THE +BIG STICK+ WELDED BY THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY.

+{ AM TOLD BY THE PUBL|SHERS OF ONE NEWSPAPER THAT NO LONGER IS, -

THAT THE PEOPLE -IN THE VARIOUS COMMERCIAL HOUSES ARE UNWILLING TO
KDVERT!ISE -1N ANY NEWSPAPER ORMAGAZ INE' THAT 1S CRITICAL OF THE
GOVERNMENT,+ HE ADDED. . . e ' S
- +THEY THANK THAT |F THEY DO -THIS, ‘'TME GOVERNMENT WlLL. NOT
FAVOUR “THEM, THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY EVIN CAUSE THEIR FIRMS TO
LOGSE CONTRACTS AND S0 Ohe-—=. BERNAMA MORE 143+ S :
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L ¥THIS TYPE OF THINKING IS AN TNSULT - 5 | o
STATED BEFORE Taar | o5 NG 1S NSULT TO THE GOVERNMENT AS ! HAVE
H s : - - H ’LN .
~ INTENTION TO SUPPRESS FREE SPEECs.!r Y. THE SOVERMMENT’S ~ ..

*MUCH LESS IS IT THE GOVERNMENT 'S |NTENTIGN c
0 TWIST THE sk ok i nHE_GOVERNMENT 'S INTENTION OR MODUS O ERANDI
'RESSﬁTHE'PRESSe+. - INDUSYRIALISTS )
_ _DR. MAHATHIR SAID HIS INTENTION |
e iR _ ! | IN +FOCUSSING+ ‘ |
Ske Lot el T TATIES A e b1 pToe MF AU 10"
POLY THAT 1S _DETRIM T T A NEED +TO BREAK™A MONQ--
TER FOR TH:S‘NATaoNEETAL-{D‘TﬁF DEVELOPMENT OF AN ACCEPTABLE CHARAC-
PHE SAID: +THE GOVERNMENT MUST REASSURE THE P

PEOPLE THAT THE LAWS CONCERNING PUBL{CATION OF NEWSPAPERS ARE MEANT"

~TO PERPETUATE A FREE PRESS RATHER
TO BERPE ' FR _RATHER THAN %0 SUPPRESS
ane 11 POSIT IO 1o/ HEL ' Saee, MD,INOEED ElcOUmiGE Thos i
EFFORT OF THE FEW TO TRANSLATE - b INTO A Factoa Y THE
OF THE SLATE A BELJEF .INTO A FACT.+
s BT e e el HE e 0
LIZSS AND THE GOVERNMEN EBL, RIT) NeEConE MEANING
PRITS,+ = BERNAMA MOR%TIXLEF-BE'sLAMED 7OR,1Ty INSTEAD OF THE CuL-

TERELY BECAUSE IT WANTS TO SUPP~— .
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