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THE ‘ALL I ANCE MEMBER FO’R KOTA STAR SELATAN, DR,, MAHATHi R ._ 
fl BIN .KOHAMED, CALLED ON .THE GOVERti!4ENT. TO ENS!!RE, THAT THERE WAS-‘NO 

’ . 

KONOPOLY BY ANY PARTlCULAR NEWS PAPER GROUP IN THE COUNTRY, 
HE SAt D THAT 1T WAS NOT THE GOVERNMENT l4tt i CH WAS WRBiJiG THE 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, BUT NEWSPAPERS WHi-CH HA-D A MONOPOLY, 
HE CALLED ON THE GOVERNi’<ENT TO REASSURE THE PEOPLE THAT -THE 

LAWS CONCERNFNG PUIX.FCATFbNS WERE MEAt\lT TO PERPETUATE 4 FREE 
- PRESS RATHER THAN TO SUPPRESS 17, 

HE SAID THAT UNL’ESS .THE GOVERNMENT TOOK FIRM STEPS, FREEDOM '.. 
OF 'THE PRESS WOULD RECOPiE MEANF KGkESS. - PJERNAMA MORE, - . 
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I DR, MAHATH B R ADDED: +I F THERE I S BUT. &I E N EWSPAP ER D N I-H k S 
COUNTRY, THEN NO MATTER tiOW DEDiCATED TO 
1 S, T THE OF B NkONS EXPRESS.ED AND. T’HE FOLl CY FOLLOWED &$N VERY WELL 

FREE SPEECH TH.E GO.VERNMEN-!- 

BE CONTROLLED BY ONE PERSON OR A SMALL GRtiUP Of PERSONS, 
+11J EFFECT,, THIS. WGUi_D MEAN %Tti4T: THE ‘FREEDO!< OF EXPRESSJON 

1 S- DEN! ED TO THE CIT? ZENS, AND NEW.SPkPERMET\! WHO ItAY DI SAG\REE WITH 
THB S ARE FEW, 

*!P; FACT, THERE WijULD NC-f 6tlLY‘BE NO FREED014 OF ‘THE PRES$j 
PLJT. -i-H’:RE COULD ACTUALLY BE THOUGHT CONTROL 8.u’ NEWSPAPER O~iil&s ” : 
WHO ARE NO;’ ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE.+. 

DR, !iAHATHBR SAlD THAT IN blAt_AYSi,A,# SU.CH A *$TUATIOPI ACTUAl,bY’ 
PREVAJLED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS, 

HE SAID THERE WAS ONE,GROUP bv’HIJ2i +PRACTICAl_%Y CONTROLS AL!_ ’ ’ 
‘1”4;;? CAT-IONS B N ‘ENGL I SH,+ - BERiSAf~;A MORE $-_ ., 
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‘ceT IS IN FAC.T A DiC+ATC)R”OF P,UBtlC OP&I1; AMO_$G TtjE ENGLBSH -‘. ” ’ / 
READDNG PUBLIC,+ HE SAID, . ” ..‘; \-- .++&&._ . _ 

DR, MAHATHBR ALLEGED THAT -f-H1 S’GR3UP DENIED OTHERS THE RIGHT_;:+:., 
:-I-O EXPRESS 0.P I N IONS THAT WERE CONTRARY TO ITS ,-POk; i-‘CI ES,. 

HE DESCRIBED THE pOb’::Cl ES Of’THE.-r,ROU‘P AS +JOtiN ‘BULLi SH+ AND.: 
+SA~,D THE GROUP WAS +A LOCAL MANIFESTATION OF Tti~ ~~G.I+TWING BRplsH .. - 
PRESS.+. 

TIME AND AGAIN, *SOME-BRAVE SOULS+ HAD TRIED-‘TO BREAK-THE. - -- 
.GROUPBS MONOPOLY, BUT TlbfE AG.Ali\l THE A,SSAULTS’HAD+ABLED, HE >,’ 
ADDED, - BERNAMA MO,RE. -_ ., -z. _ . c ., -: 
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DR.. MAHIiTH’I d.‘SAlbr 4-i BEC'I EV,:. IL- I OT I S THE- 60VEfWiENT T0 S B NTEN- 

i!ON TO ENCbURAGE ‘FREE EXPRESSlOt\\- OF OPIN\ON THAT A FREE PRESS GUA- 
RANTEES. 

.d +THE GOVERNMENT C4NNOT G f VE UNI.. 8.M I TED $1 CENCE WH I CH d AN LEAD 
‘TO JOURNAL il ST! C AN/\RC!-lY. 

+UNFORTUNAT&Y PEOPLE OU*‘lSlDE .‘THE &OVERN?!:EMT, PEOPLE WHO ARE, 
3N A POSFTlOM TO AID 14 FliEE F’RESS; SEEM TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD THE 
REASON WHY THE GOWERN1’lENT HA:jiG.?l VE,fi ITSELF THE POWER TO CUR3 EXCE- 
SESS IN THE PRESS, ‘, 

f 3 REFER TO THE- &MM E9C I AL .COMT\:‘UN I TY o 
+THBS COMMUN1’f’Y WliELDs A CON:SI,DERABLE BNFL.UENCE OVER THE ‘@LL- 

iEn NG 0F ANY.. N.EW~PAPER. 
+1N FACT THEY CAN MAKE OR.BREAI”\ ANY-NEWSPAPER MEREI_Y BY TAKING 

OR REJECT1 NG ADVERT‘I SI! NG SPACE,+ 
+DR, MAHATH 1-R. SA i I) THAT ONE 6RO.UP HOWEtiiR,- APP E&ED I MMk’ 

TO THE +BIG ST!CK.+ Wl ELDED I3.Y THE COMJ)MERC\ At COMMUNbTY, 
61 AM TOLD: BY_ THE PUBLISHERS OF -ONE NEWSPAPER THAT No LONGER 1 

TQAT THE PEOPLE -IN THE VARIO-US.- COMMER.C?-AL HOUSES ARE UNWILL I fJG TO 
ADVERTISE-BN:ANY NEiJSPAPER, OR“MAGAZ.INE”THAT IS CRiTICAL OF THE 
GOVERNMENT,+ HE ADDED, :.‘ 

+THEY TH.Qlfi,. THAT IF ‘T’HE’t’ Do,..TIjI ;;“TnE’ GOVERNMENT WILL- N& 
~FAV&R~-THEM ‘THAT THE GO~ERI~MEMT MAY ~~134 ‘CAUSE THEIR FI RMs To 
LOSE .CONTR.Ah?$, AK13 ‘SO Ob, --.s BtSRNfiMA’MOF2E.1431’ i 

Fhi I AM EN’! - HOME AFFAS RS, &J ic1:lAL.k r_UMPUR ’ . . . _ - 
+THIS‘TYPE OF THh!KENG Is’AN ‘j-N$&T TO THE GOVERNMENT’ AS 

STAT,0 RE,FORE.THAT I DO NOT TH”tiK l-l- BS THE GOVERNMENTqi 
’ 

HAVE. 

dJTEdTION TO SUPPRESS_FREE SPEECH. 

--To -h’IST THE P,RM ~F“3NDUSa.‘RI’AL~‘STS MEl?ELY BkC#JSE IT. WANTS TO- s:iiPP- 
+MUCH. LESS IS -171 THE GOVERNiYENT9S INTe’N’!-iON .OR MODUS OPERAND! 

RE,Cs--.‘TWE PREsSi-+ 
D’?. MAHA’THP R SA-JD H 1 S t NTEM’TION I’!! +FOCUSSC NG+ 

THE ATT’ENTI ON OF THk HOUSE Oh! .THI S MATTER WAS’ PROMPI‘ED BY A-DE"1 RE .NO.T, O.Nk,:Y TO 
sEE;A FRl;EIPRESS’ IN THE ,COUkTFIY,‘-BUT ALSO A NEED3+T0 BR;AK”‘A MONO 
poL / THAI Y S_DETR-ib!EENTAL -TQ ‘THE DEVELc3PMENT OF AN ACCEPTABLE CHAR:?- 

_TER FOR TH!S NATION.+- _.-- 

P EOh 
+y_E SAID: +-THE <Gb/ERNI;ENT M1;ST RE,‘:SSURE THE 

.,To FERPETUATE A. rREE-PRESS, RATHER ‘THAN “+‘O SUPPRESs IT 
,it THAT THE I;AWS CONCERNING PUBLICA!TION OF NEWSPAPERS ARE MEANT 

+THE GOVERNMENT MUST REASSURE AND. Ih..DEED’ ENCO;R& THOSE WHO 
$?E IN ,A POSITT‘ON TO HELP 1.1 FREE PRESS 1-O TRY-AND SUSTAllN THE / 
tFFORT OF THE- FEW ,TO TRANSLATE -A .,BEL B iF .:lNTO A FACT :. 

HE iDDED:y+UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT TAKE&FIRM STEP; TO CLEAR 
njls,MI.oUNDER~TANnING, FREEDOM OF,THE PRE$S-WBLL- BECOME MEANBNG- 
LkSS PM11 THE GOVERNMENT WlLC BE:.BLAMED FOR’ 1T, INSTEAD dF .THE CUL- 
PRITSd-+ - BERMAMA MORE 1’448. : ,. I 
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